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Executive Summary 

 
In 1989, an enterprising group of Biloxi business and community leaders formed the Biloxi Bay 

Chamber of Commerce.  The mission of the chamber was to “encourage, promote, and enhance 

the economic posture, environment, and cultural heritage of the Biloxi Bay Area region,” this 

mission remains true today.  In 2016, the chamber officially changed its name to the Biloxi Bay 

Area Chamber of Commerce (BBACC) to celebrate the fact that its members hail from every 

community along the Mississippi (MS) Gulf Coast.  The 1,000-plus members of the BBACC 

represent every sector of the MS Gulf Coast economy.  From the very beginning, the BBACC 

has sought to foster the relationship between Keesler Air Force Base (AFB), the MS Gulf Coast 

and various other coast-wide business, civic and veterans’ organizations.  Though based in 

Biloxi, the BBACC serves the entire MS Gulf Coast. 

Stretching border to border between Louisiana and Alabama, the MS Gulf Coast is comprised of 

Mississippi’s southernmost six counties (Figure 1).  This geographic territory covers 4,323 

square miles and is home to over 488,000 residents.  The US Military has a deeply ingrained 

presence in the South MS Region with a total veteran population of 48,751- a full 10% of the 

total population.  These veterans are well-served through the services offered by Keesler Air 

Force Base and the Veterans Affairs Hospital located in Biloxi, as well as the US Armed Forces 

Retirement Home and the Naval Construction Battalion Center located in Gulfport. 

Figure 1 
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Since the inception of Keesler Field in 1941, the City of Biloxi and the MS Gulf Coast have 

enjoyed a strong and mutually beneficial relationship with the base.  Today, 76 years later, this 

relationship is stronger and more fruitful than ever.  The BBACC recognizes the vital role that 

Keesler AFB plays in our region.  Therefore, we strive to collaborate with the base in every way 

possible.  As Lt. General (Ret.) and past president of the BBACC, Clark Griffith states, “If 

Keesler has a problem, we have a problem.”  To that end, our partnerships with Keesler are vast 

and are both strategic and congenial in nature.  In the package we will detail the following: 

 The economic impact of Keesler AFB on the local economy 

 The physical, demographic and cultural makeup of our region  

 The many initiatives on which Keesler AFB, the BBACC, and the entire MS Gulf Coast 

Region collaborate 

We are sure you will agree that the relationship between the MS Gulf Coast Community and 

Keesler is second to none in the Air Education and Training Command (AETC) as well as the 

United States Air Force.  Keesler Air Force Base is a vital asset to the mission of the United 

States Air Force, with $4.7 billion in physical assets on 1,784 acres of land.  Located in the heart 

of Biloxi, MS, it is a driving force in all aspects of life on the MS Gulf Coast.  The community 

impact of Keesler AFB, the largest military installation in the MS Gulf Coast Region, can be felt 

in every facet.  With a total payroll of over $700 million, Keesler is the single largest employer 

in the City of Biloxi and directly touches the lives of over 10,000 military and civilian workers 

(Figure 2). 

Further evidence of the influence of Keesler Air Force Base on the MS Gulf Coast Region is 

seen in the impact of its purchasing.  In 2016, over $116 million was spent with local vendors 

and contractors creating over 3,600 jobs for community residents.   

Workforce Payroll

Military/Student Personnel 7,090              494,496,018$ 

Civilian Personnel

Civil Service 1,391              114,442,419$ 

Non-Tax Funded 331                 9,322,228$     

BX and Commissary 254                 6,099,504$     

Contract 1,247              65,013,577$   

Other 501                 19,821,804$   

Keesler Air Force Base 2016 Payroll

Total 10,814            709,195,550$ 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 breaks down the local purchasing service dollar amounts for 2016 at Keesler.  After 

taking into account the Mississippi State Standard Economic Multiplier, the true total economic 

impact of Keesler AFB on the MS Gulf Coast Region in 2016 was an astounding $1.67 billion, 

making it the second largest contributor to the local economy, behind only the tourism industry. 

As a training installation, Keesler Air Force Base is responsible for the success of approximately 

30,000 annual graduates from its various training programs.  In addition to their vital training 

mission, Keesler houses the Hurricane Hunters, a group of specially trained pilots who fly 

directly into the center of tropical storms and hurricanes to gather meteorological and tracking 

data.  In 2017 this elite group of pilots logged 790 flight hours over 91 missions covering 10 

named Atlantic storms.  Specifically, the Hurricane Hunters flew in support of the 488,000 

residents of the Gulf Coast Region, providing valuable tracking data for Hurricane Nate and 

allowing community leaders to make the crucial decision to shelter in place instead of 

evacuating, saving Biloxi and the surrounding cities an average of $1 million per square mile of 

coastline or $44 million in potential evacuation costs. 

The relationship between the Gulf Coast and Keesler is critical.  When it comes to medicine and 

caring for our residents (local and military), the team work is incredible.  Biloxi and the MS Gulf 

Coast further support Keesler and the 81st Medical Group through partnerships with over 30 

local medical centers.  The 81st Medical Group is also a premier training facility, offering 

cutting edge technological procedures and a state-of-the-art robotics lab and wireless pacemaker 

technology.  Through the on-base hospital, the 81st Medical Group provides comprehensive 

inpatient and outpatient medical and dental services to more than 164,000 service members and 

their families, and is the largest deployment platform in the Air Education and Training 

Command.  For more on the mission and composition of Keesler AFB, see community profile.  

Construction 22,609,999$            

Services 39,149,312$            

Commissary/BX 19,384,955$            

Health Care 20,801,339$            

School Impact Aid/Tuition Assistance 2,395,696$              

Other (Material/Equipment/Supplies) 2,446,152$              

Lodging 10,116,993$            

Total 116,904,446$          

Indirect Jobs Created 3,625                       

Value of Indirect Jobs 151,485,814$          

Keesler Air Force Base 2016 Purchasing

Figure 3 
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Our relationship with Keesler AFB goes far beyond its staggering economic impact or its 

mission as a training base.  The local community has intimate ties with Keesler, and as a result of 

our commitment, connection, and care, the men and women of Keesler invested 125,403 

volunteer hours back into the community in 2016 through the following programs: 

 Habitat for Humanity  

 MS Special Olympics  

 Salvation Army  

 Gulf Coast Women’s Center for Non-Violence  

 Beach and community cleanups  

 Support for community events such as the annual MS Gulf Resort Classic and 

annual Mardi Gras celebrations   

In response to the local community’s desire to engage with Keesler, local civic leaders created 

the Honorary Commander program.  As a testament to the strong commitment to our partnership, 

Keesler expanded the program from 10 to 23 Honorary Commanders in the past year.  Business 

and community leaders from across the MS Gulf Coast are invited to join the Honorary 

Commanders program.  The goal of the program is to improve awareness among the business 

community of the mission of Keesler AFB and the vast resources available to the local 

community, further strengthening our ties. 

The City of Biloxi and the entire MS Gulf Coast show our appreciation for the presence of 

Keesler in our community through the work of our Military and Veterans Affairs Committee.  

By hosting events with Keesler in the form of quarterly Military Spouses Tours, annual 

Commander’s Luncheons, and Hails and Farewells to incoming and outgoing commanders, the 

Biloxi Bay Area Chamber of Commerce makes every effort to enrich the relationship between 

the community and the military. 

It is not just the Biloxi Bay Area Chamber of Commerce that works to cement the Biloxi-Keesler 

AFB relationship; numerous other organizations work to recognize the efforts of the men and 

women of Keesler AFB.  Some of these organizations include: MS Gulf Coast Chamber of 

Commerce, South MS Living Magazine, the Biloxi Shuckers professional baseball team, and 

many more.  Area businesses seek out Airmen for employment due to their strong work ethic, 

discipline, and technical abilities.  Year after year, Airmen who have spent time at Keesler AFB 

choose to finish their careers and retire in Biloxi and across the MS Gulf Coast.  Whether it is the 

delicious Gulf seafood, the year-round golfing weather, annual Mardi Gras celebrations, or 

simply the southern hospitality, it is easy to see why Airmen choose to stay here in Biloxi, MS.   
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Summary of Initiatives and Activities to be considered for the 

2017 Altus Trophy 

 

Major Strategic Initiatives 
These initiatives are designed to support the mission of Keesler AFB as the premier installation 

of the Air Force as well as to protect and serve the citizens of the local community. 

 Joint Land Use Study 

 Keesler AFB recently completed its Joint Land Use Study (JLUS).  The study 

provided an opportunity for the base and local communities to formally address and 

potentially resolve some long-standing land use compatibility and population density 

concerns, and establish formal communication and information sharing networks.  

Among various topics, the JLUS discussed the Division Street Gate project, as well as 

a firing range agreement. 

 Division Street Gate Relocation 

 As Mayor Gilich’s top priority and Keesler’s most important Military 

Construction (MILCON) project, we have been planning the relocation of 

Keesler Air Force Base’s main gate from its current location at White Avenue 

on the southern border of the base to Division Street on the East side of the 

base (Figure 4).  The new main entrance will ensure our economic vitality and 

improve Keesler’s quality of life. 

Figure 4 
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 The Division Street Gate will also bolster Keesler’s Anti-Terrorism and 

Force Protection posture, which is paramount to the safety of persons on-

and off-base.  Currently, Keesler’s main gate offers very little in the way 

of protection, making it an ideal target for persons seeking to do harm to 

the base.  The current location is weaker from a Force Protection 

standpoint than the proposed Division Street location, and relocating the 

main gate allows Keesler to become a harder target, thereby increasing the 

safety of our community surrounding the base. 

 The new location also eliminates safety concerns of the gate sitting just 

north of the railroad tracks, on which over 10 trains travel daily.  Over 

48,000 visitors and contractors enter the base annually, leading to severe 

congestion and a high risk of major accidents during peak traffic hours.  

 Moving the main gate provides an opportunity to create an economic 

corridor providing easy access to Interstate 110.  This corridor would give 

access to vacant buildings and unused land, providing the opportunity to 

grow businesses, provide employment, and attract potential customers and 

visitors visiting downtown Biloxi, making the city and the rest of the Gulf 

Coast a premier destination. 

 In 2017, in partnership with the City of Biloxi, the State of Mississippi and 

many other local partners, Keesler AFB reached an agreement and secured 

$37 million in funding for the relocation of the main gate and the 

necessary infrastructure development.  Construction on the new gate will 

begin in early 2018 and will be funded in part by a gift from the 

Mississippi Development Authority through the City of Biloxi, with the 

majority of funds being secured by the Air Force.   

 An additional civic benefit of the Division Street Gate project is the 

accompanying commercial redevelopment plan to accompany the new 

gate (Figure 5).  Currently, the proposed location for the new gate is a 

blighted area of town with little curb appeal and business and residential 

development.  The influx of traffic brought to the area by relocating the 

main gate will provide the economic boost that the area has long needed.   

Figure 5 
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 The value of the investment shows the importance that we place on our 

relationship with Keesler.  Not only does the base benefit from increased 

security and reduced gate congestion, but we are able to revitalize and 

develop an underutilized section of town, bringing new economic 

prosperity to the area, with the end goal of making Biloxi a premier 

destination on the Gulf Coast. 

 81st Medical Group Community Partnerships 

 Long-standing partnerships between local area hospitals and Keesler’s 

Medical Group have resulted in a number of innovations, to the mutual benefit 

of both civilian and military health professionals.  Keesler’s medical team is 

proud to be a part of such strong partnerships in the local area, and are 

extremely appreciative of the services and opportunities available through the 

community.  Local efforts strive towards stronger and more innovative 

partnerships between the community and Keesler. 

 DoD/VA Joint Venture:  As part of a DoD and VA Joint Venture, the 81st 

Medical Group has teamed up with local hospitals and doctors to provide 

dental services, vascular surgery, urology, mammography, orthopedics, 

physical therapy, cardiology, radiology and oncology, as well as shared 

staffing, recouping over $7 million in reimbursements during Fiscal Year 

2017, making it one of the most successful partnerships to date. 

 High-Demand, Low-Density Specialties:  Local hospitals have partnerships 

in place with Keesler for high-demand, low-density specialties, allowing care 

to be delivered to Medically Underserved Populations by doctors who are able 

to maintain their currency competency in their field of work.  Trade 

Agreements Acts and the Expeditionary Readiness Senior Authority allow 

Keesler doctors to perform colorectal surgery as well as vascular and 

cardiothoracic procedures at local hospitals without these specialties, and 

ensuring that doctors maintain proficiency they may not get otherwise.  

 Singing River Health System Partnership:  The Singing River Health 

System in conjunction with Keesler has a partnership covering Internal 

Medicine and General Surgery Residents, as well as Cardiothoracic Surgery.  

Keesler has an impressive track record of over 864 procedures completed to 

date. 

 Robotic Surgery Platform:  Through a partnership with Merit Health, the 

Keesler medical team has pioneered the DoD’s first-ever training platform for 

Robotics surgery, training over 50 surgeons in the procedure.  In addition, 

specialties include General, Gynecological, and Urology services. 
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 Public-Public/Private-Public Initiatives (P4) 

First pioneered in Monterey, California, the Department of Defense’s (DoD) Public-

Public/Public-Private (P4) partnership initiatives are efforts undertaken by communities 

to improve their relationships with their local installations through sharing of resources to 

increase mission effectiveness and reduce costs.  In 2017, Keesler Air Force Base and 

stakeholders from every sector of the MS Gulf Coast embarked on a yearlong planning 

initiative to uncover areas of P4 partnership opportunities that mutually benefit the local 

community as well as Keesler.  Through the extensive process, several areas for 

partnership were uncovered which will be enacted with the signing of the enclosure 

agreement in January 2018.  These initiatives include: 

 Hurricane Evacuation Plan 

 In conjunction with Keesler, local school districts from Harrison County and other 

surrounding partners formed a partnership wherein Harrison County will lend the 

Air Force use of County Government-owned buses in the case of an evacuation 

order issued for Keesler.  This agreement increases the speed of evacuation and 

reduces the problem of last-minute non-availability of transportation.  

Additionally, it allows for evacuation of the entire student population at Keesler 

while minimalizing disruption to non-essential evacuation procedures.   

 Firing Range 

 Harrison County officials, in conjunction with Keesler and the Naval 

Construction Battalion Center (NCBC) Gulfport, entered an agreement to allow 

the 403d Wing from Keesler to use the firing ranges at NCBC Gulfport in order to 

eliminate a capacity shortfall for the 403d and reduce the costs associated with 

using a firing range outside of the local area.  The agreement also features a future 

opportunity to enter into an agreement with the Harrison County Law 

Enforcement Academy.  

 Mental Health, STEAM Programs 

 Mental Health:  The University of Southern Mississippi, together with the 

Mental Health Association and local mental health professionals, has partnered 

with Keesler to provide training for social service agency personnel, community 

and base first responders, and Keesler technical training superintendents, 

instructors, and Military Training Leaders.  The resources available across all 

these groups has tremendous benefit for both community and military members.  

Mental Health First Aid is an evidence-based, low-cost, high-impact program, and 

a top priority for the community as well as Keesler. 

 STEAM Education:  Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, University of 

Southern Mississippi, and William Carey University have partnered with Keesler, 

the Air Force Association, and Civil Air Patrol to offer STEAM (Science, 
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Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) events to local schools and 

universities through a variety of on- and off-base events.  Following the success 

of 2017 HackState- hosted by Mississippi State University, the Biloxi community 

and Keesler have explored the possibility of hosting a similar event on-base.  The 

goal is a sustainable long-term STEAM program in the community surrounding 

Keesler, with support from local community organizations as well as Keesler. 

 Food for Homeless 

 By partnering with Keesler, local organizations like Back Bay Mission, Seashore 

Mission, Loaves and Fishes, Feed My Sheep, and countless others are able to 

collect excess food from the Commissary, Dining Facilities, and Base Exchange 

and redistribute it through charitable organizations to improve the quality of life 

for base personnel as well as the local population.  This initiative helps reduce 

waste disposal costs at Keesler and increases food volume and throughput at 

charitable organizations. 

 Area Redevelopment 

 Several areas surrounding Keesler AFB require beautification and economic 

restoration.  Through the P4 Program, the City of Biloxi Community 

Development Department has identified the area surrounding the new Division 

Street Gate project as the first area for redevelopment and restoration. 

 Bike Share Program 

 The Gulf Coast Centurions, Biloxi Parks and Recreation, and local business are in 

discussions with Keesler to initiate a local Bike Share program on base.  By 

providing Keesler Airmen with the availability of low-cost, environmentally 

friendly transportation, local businesses would see an increase in business as 

Airmen are able to more easily access off-base activities and businesses.  The 

Bike Share initiative would also provide a platform for local businesses to use for 

advertisement or sponsorship purposes, to the benefit of both the community and 

the base. 

 Drone Response Plan 

 In an effort to reduce the impact of the emerging and increasing drone threat, the 

Biloxi Police Department and Keesler’s 81st Security Forces Squadron have 

partnered to streamline a joint response when the threat presents itself.  The two 

agencies recently signed a formalized agreement to share information, tactics, 

tools, and procedures on actions in response to the growing threat of drones.  As 

part of the Joint Intelligence Fusion Cell on base, both agencies meet with other 

local law enforcement monthly to analyze and distribute information to better 

utilize law enforcement forces.  The support of local law enforcement is vital to 

Keesler’s ability to accomplish its mission to its maximum capacity. 
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 Interagency Disaster Training 

 Local first responders have been partnering with Keesler to hold mass casualty, 

multi-agency exercises for many years to share resources, training, and tactics, as 

well as strengthen their working relationships.  The extensive preparation paid off 

just a few months ago.  In February 2017, local first responders had conducted a 

major derailment exercise in partnership with Keesler Airmen.  Subsequently, in 

March of 2017 two off-duty Security Forces Airmen from Keesler AFB 

responded to a call for assistance from Biloxi Police at the scene of a major train 

accident in downtown Biloxi.  Upon arriving on scene, the two Airmen assisted 

first responders in performing triage and transport of 39 patients in under 70 

minutes.  The accident occurred at a major rail crossing, just two miles from 

Keesler’s White Avenue Gate.  There is no doubt that the training contributed to 

the quick and seamless integration of the Airmen upon their arrival.  Technical 

Sergeants Matt Gormely and Eric Goebel, both from Keesler’s 81st Security 

Forces Squadron, were recognized for their efforts at the scene, with Tech. Sgt. 

Gormely being awarded Biloxi First Responder of the Year.  

 Hurricane Harvey Relief 

 Following the devastation caused by Hurricane Harvey’s landfall in Texas on 

August 30, 2017, personnel from Keesler were deployed to assist relief efforts in 

the area.  A six-person Personnel Support for Contingency Operations (PERSCO) 

team from the 81st Force Support Squadron and a five-person Critical Care Air 

Transport Team (CCATT) from the 82st Medical Group lent their support to the 

recovery efforts.  The CCATT is a group of highly specialized pilots and medics 

trained in aeromedical transport of critical care patients to higher echelons of care.  

Keesler’s PERSCO team was responsible for ensuring the accountability of all 

deployed military personnel (Active Duty, Reserve, and National Guard) 

supporting relief efforts and maintaining an accurate figure of manpower for 

ground commanders.  In addition, Keesler FES independently raised $1,000 to 

fund the deployment of a joint team of Biloxi and Keesler Fire personnel to 

Rockport, TX to assist in recovery efforts.  The team partnered with New Sharon, 

IA Police and Rockport Police and Fire Departments to aid citizens over a period 

of five days (15 to 21 September 2017), contributing over 60 hours of volunteer 

work to clear more than 50 homes of debris, enabling local power companies to 

restore electrical service. 

 Hurricane Maria Relief 

 Members of the 85th Engineering Installation Squadron (EIS) deployed to Puerto 

Rico on October 13, 2017 in the wake of Hurricane Maria to offer aid during 

recovery efforts.  The squadron assisted in repairing Puerto Rico’s land mobile 

radio communications infrastructure for first responders.  As the only active duty 

engineering and installation unit in the Air Force, the 85th EIS were specifically 

handpicked for their extensive experience in radio frequencies, airfield 
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communications, cable antennae repair and installation, and ability to deploy 

rapidly.  The team’s speed and skill in restoring communications allowed first 

responders to directly deliver aid to 3.4 million Puerto Ricans.  

Community Activities and Events 
These events are designed to improve the morale and quality of life of all residents of Keesler 

AFB and the local community. 

 Pathways to Blue 

o The 2017 Pathways to Blue invited over 175 ROTC cadets from seven different 

area universities to Keesler.  Over the course of two days, cadets learned about 

various career fields and opportunities available to them in the Air Force, as well 

as the different routes to becoming an officer.  In addition, cadets got a small taste 

of Air Force life to help build the foundations to become better leaders in their 

communities as well as the Air Force.  The event is sponsored by 2d Air Force, 

the 81st Training Wing, and the 403d Reserve Wing. 

 Special Olympics of Mississippi 

o As part of a long-standing partnership that spans over 30 years, Keesler hosted the 

Special Olympics of Mississippi 2017 Summer Games, coordinating an event 

with over 3,200 athletes, directors, coaches, families, and volunteers from all 

across the state.  The overwhelming support of communities from around the 

state, as well as the established partnership with Keesler allowed the athletes and 

their Airmen sponsors to celebrate a joyous occasion. 

 Military Mondays at MGM Park 

o The Biloxi Shuckers minor league baseball team has strong ties with Keesler AFB 

ever since its inception in 2015.  In 2016, the team collaborated with Keesler AFB 

to put on several special programs benefiting the base, including a softball game 

between Keesler Airmen and local policemen, a “Bark in the Park” game 

recognizing the military working dogs of the 81st Security Forces Squadron at 

Keesler, and a Military Appreciation Day featuring a Keesler Airman throwing 

the first pitch.  In 2017, the Shuckers announced Military Mondays, expanding 

upon the success of Military Appreciation Day and extending it throughout the 

season.  At every Monday home game, the Shuckers wore military-themed jerseys 

designed with input from Keesler AFB staff.  The jerseys were auctioned off post-

game, with proceeds benefitting local military causes. 

 2017 HackState 

o In the first event of its kind, Mississippi State University hosted HackState, a 24-

hour hackathon.  The event brought industry professionals and aspiring 

programmers together for workshops and competitions focusing on innovation 
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and coding.  A team of Airmen from Keesler was invited to participate in the 

event, and showcased their skills by ultimately taking home the first place trophy 

for best safety hack. 

 Retiree Appreciation Day 

o Each year, the Keesler Office of Retiree Activities designates a day devoted to 

honoring and celebrating the military retirees in the Gulf Coast area.  The event 

features over 20 booths from Keesler and the surrounding community, as well as 

guest speaker and a retiree luncheon.  Retiree Appreciation Day is an opportunity 

for local area retirees to familiarize themselves with the services offered at 

Keesler while learning how to live a healthy lifestyle after retirement.   

 Cruisin’ the Coast 

o Since its inception in 1996, the annual Cruisin’ the Coast event has drawn car 

enthusiasts from around the world to the Mississippi Gulf Coast each year.  The 

week-long event makes stops along the entire Mississippi Gulf Coast, from Bay 

St. Louis to Pascagoula.  Cruisin’ the Coast also includes “Salute to the Military” 

events along the route, with a special focus on Keesler.  For the last 14 years, 

Keesler has hosted a “Cruisin’ Keesler” event, featuring several cars registered for 

other Cruisin’ the Coast events.  This year, over 8,000 cars from 40 states, 

Canada, Germany, and Puerto Rico participated, making it one of the largest 

events in the entire region. 

 39th Annual Salute to the Military 

o For the 39th year in a row, the Biloxi community was proud to host the Salute to 

the Military event.  Over 1,000 Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Coast 

Guardsmen, and local community members were in attendance at the event, held 

to honor the contributions of service members to the community as well as their 

country.  The keynote speaker for 2017 was Maj. Gen. David G. Bellon, U.S. 

Marine Forces South commander.  In addition, six local service members were 

recognized as outstanding performers in their units as well as the surrounding 

community.  The Salute to the Military gala offers state and local business, 

community, and political figures the opportunity to meet military leaders, and 

enhances the partnership between the Biloxi community and other local bases. 

 Volunteerism 

o As part of the push to encourage volunteering, the Airman and Family Readiness 

Center at Keesler has the opportunity to partner with higher institutes of learning 

and private organizations within the local community.  This partnership fosters 

good relations between the base and the local community, while allowing both 

sides to streamline the process for recruiting volunteers to off-base opportunities.  

In addition, there are also educational opportunities for both civilian and military 
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volunteers.  The local community benefits greatly from the influx of enthusiastic 

volunteers from Keesler, and consistently work to enhance the prosperity of this 

relationship. 

 Annual Schooner Cruise for Keesler New Commanders 

o Each time a new wave of Commanders arrives at Keesler AFB, the BBACC treats 

them to a tour of the MS Sound aboard one of the beautiful and historic Biloxi 

Schooners. 

 Co-Sponsorship of the Gulf Coast Veterans Day Parade 

o The BBACC and Keesler are sponsors of the largest Veterans Day parade in MS.  

This year’s parade contained 200 units and was attended by over 5,000 Gulf Coast 

Residents.  MS Gov. Phil Bryant attended parade festivities along with the Mayors 

of Biloxi and Gulfport.  The MS Gulf Coast Veterans Day Parade is recognized as 

an official Veterans Day Site by the National Committee on Veterans Affairs. 

At the highest levels of local, state, and national government, leaders recognize the importance 

and strength of the Biloxi-Keesler AFB relationship.  US Senator and Air National Guard 

Colonel Roger Wicker, a member of the Senate Armed Forces Committee, notes the long history 

of Keesler AFB in Biloxi and the integral role that military men and women play in the 

community of the MS Gulf Coast.  Governor Phil Bryant highlights the important work done by 

Keesler AFB through the Hurricane Hunters while US Congressman Steven Palazzo describes 

the impressive partnership between the base and the local community, as evidenced by the recent 

joint land use study.  For more statements of support for the Biloxi-Keesler relationship, see 

letters of endorsement (Tab 2). 
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Community Profile 

 

MS Gulf Coast by the Numbers 

Population 488,000 

Climate Sub-Tropical 

GDP (Gulfport-Biloxi-Pascagoula) $16.3 Billion 

Primary Industries Tourism, Seafood, Military/Defense 

Geographic Area 4,323 square miles 
Figure 6 

 

MS Gulf Coast History 
Founded in 1699 by French explorers, Biloxi, MS is one of the oldest 

communities in the United States.  Since its early days, Biloxi has boasted a 

population as diverse in its makeup as the bountiful gulf seafood for which 

the city is famous.  Over its history, eight different flags have flown over 

Biloxi including the flags of France, England, Spain, the Republic of West 

Florida and the Confederate States of America.   

The MS Gulf Coast’s biggest industry is tourism.  

The first hotels were built in the late 1850’s and 

attracted guests from around the country and the 

world.  Tourism blossomed on the coast during 

the 1960s as many famous performers headlined 

local venues including Hank Williams, Jimmy 

Buffett and Elvis Presley.  Tourism peaked in the 

1990s with the advent of dockside gaming.  Today, the region boasts twelve world-class casinos 

that offer endless entertainment including restaurants, night clubs, spas, pools, marinas and much 

more.  Together, the casino industry generates more than $1.2 billion in annual gaming revenue.  

Thousands of MS Gulf Coast residents are employed in the gaming industry and the Coast 

benefits from 3.2% of gross gaming revenue to support our schools and other public services.   

Throughout its history, The MS Gulf Coast has established itself as a major player in the 

international seafood industry.  By turn of the century, immigrants from Eastern Europe flooded 

to the area to work in the booming industry and continue to make contributions to the diverse 

and colorful local culture today.  During the 1970’s, immigrants from Vietnam came to the Coast 

to join the local seafood industry, further diversifying the community.  Today, the most recent 

statistics show that the MS Gulf Coast seafood industry generates nearly $450 million annually.  
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Just a short 90 miles from New Orleans, LA, the 

culture of the MS Gulf Coast is very similar to that 

of the Big Easy.  The abundant gulf seafood makes 

the region a food mecca.  Each year, countless 

festivals are held around the coast in celebration of 

this seafood bounty.  Just as in New Orleans, Gulf 

Coast Residents celebrate Mardi Gras each year 

with multiple parades and carnival balls.  In fact, 

some old-time Coastians argue that Mardi Gras was really founded in Biloxi in 1699 with a 

celebration held by the early French explorers.   

The residents of the MS Gulf Coast are resilient people.  Through the years, the community has 

experienced a number of significant events, including the following: 

 

 Hurricane Camille (1969):  Caused $950 million (1969 dollars)/$6.3 billion (2017 

dollars) of damage in the state of Mississippi, with Biloxi, Gulfport, and the surrounding 

areas bearing the brunt of the damage.  

 Hurricane Katrina (2005):  Making landfall as a Category 3 hurricane, Katrina severely 

damaged Biloxi and surrounding areas, including Keesler AFB.  Despite the devastation 

caused, the local community rallied around Keesler and lent their support during recovery 

and rebuilding efforts, including $500 million in reconstruction support to Keesler. 

 Financial Crisis (2008-2009):  while the Gulf Coast region was busy 

recovering/rebuilding from Katrina, the global economy took a downturn, dealing a 

heavy blow to recovery efforts, as well as a decline in the region’s tourism. 

 BP Oil Spill (2010):  Caused extreme environmental damage to the Gulf Coast as well as 

the marine wildlife in the region, resulting in a low period of profits from the region’s 

primary industries (tourism and fishing/seafood).  

 Hurricane Nate (2017):  As a result of the accurate data and forecasts provided by the 

53d Weather Reconnaissance Squadron “Hurricane Hunters”, Hurricane Nate was 

downgraded from a Category 1 to a severe storm, and the decision not to evacuate the 

local area prior to Nate’s landfall saved the City of Biloxi $1 million per square mile of 

coastline, highlighting the mutual benefits of the Biloxi-Keesler partnership.  Due to the 

support provided by the local community, the men and women of the 53d Squadron were 

able to complete their mission, providing valuable data used in making such a crucial 

decision. 

Despite setbacks dealing heavy blows to the region across all facets, Gulf Coast residents refused 

to allow their connection with Keesler to be broken.  This continued resilience in the face of 

continuous adversity speaks volumes about the strength of the MS Gulf Coast-Keesler 
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relationship.  By continually spearheading efforts to support the military, the local community 

enables the men and women of Keesler to carry out their duties.  Keesler AFB is grateful for the 

support provided by local organizations, businesses, and nonprofit agencies through various 

events and partnerships that are mutually beneficial to the base and the surrounding community.  

The MS Gulf Coast Region and local businesses never miss a chance to recognize or honor local 

Airmen and veterans, whether by simple ceremony or lavish celebration.  It is this caring and 

commitment that keeps the bond between the local community and Keesler so strong-without it, 

we would not prosper. 

 

The MS Gulf Coast is a small region that packs a big punch.  Nowhere else in the US can one 

find a small Southern town that boasts all the best aspects of small town life along with 

cosmopolitan culture and glitzy amenities of a large city.  This alluring mélange makes it easy to 

see why so many in the military choose to call the MS Gulf Coast their home. 

 

Keesler Air Force Base 

In January 1941, amidst an economy suffering from the Great 

Depression, Biloxi city officials extended a formal offer to 

the U.S. Army Air Corps for the construction of a base 

supporting the WWII training buildup.  The selection 

authority was impressed with the location, climate, and 

strong community support, leading to the activation of Army 

Air Corps Station No.8, Aviation Mechanics School on 12 

June 1941.  In August 1941, the first group of recruits arrived from basic training, and the 

Airplane and Mechanics School began operations in September.  Army Air Corps Station No.8 

was later designated Keesler Field in honor of 2LT Samuel Reeves Keesler, Jr., a Mississippi 

native and WWI hero.  

Following the creation of the Air Force as an independent military branch, Keesler Field became 

an official Air Force Base in 1948, and was designated an Air Training Command installation.  

After WWII, Keesler took charge of the radar and radio operations schools, and by the 1950s, 

had shifted its focus away from airplane and mechanics courses in favor of training and 

technology.  In the 1960s, Keesler became and remained the largest Air Force training base 

throughout the 1970s despite the transfer of its airborne training courses to other bases.  

In the 1980s, Keesler’s air traffic control program entered the public spotlight following the 

Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization strike in August 1981.  Keesler trained military 

air traffic controllers directed a portion of the nation’s air traffic while the Organization remained 

on strike.  
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Following a massive restructuring of the Air Force in the 

1990s, Keesler gained weather forecasting and 

meteorology/precision measurement equipment training.  

In addition, the redesignation of Air Training Command 

as Air Education and Training Command brought the 

headquarters of a reactivated Second Air Force to 

Keesler.  In 2005, Keesler sustained a direct hit from Hurricane Katrina, sustaining massive 

damage and inundating nearly 50% of the base with floodwater.  With the help of $500 million 

in reconstruction money from the local community, Keesler was able to regroup and rebuild, 

becoming the premier installation that it is now.  Today, Keesler is the home of the second - 

largest technical training wing in the Air Force.  With over 10,814 active duty, reserve, civilian, 

Navy, Marine, and contractor personnel, Keesler Air Force Base makes a significant economic 

impact on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  In the 2017 Fiscal Year, Keesler contributed $1.67 billion 

to the local economy, second only to the area’s tourism. 

 

Keesler by the Numbers 

Annual Training Graduates 29,900 

Total Economic Impact $1.67 billion 

Operating Budget $351 million 

Military Retiree Population (MS, AL, LA) 48,751 

Community Volunteer Hours 125,403 

Total Assets $4.7 billion 

Land Area 1,784 acres 

Base Housing Units 1,188 
Figure 7 

Awards Won 

 2011 and 2012:  AETC Installation Excellence Award:  Named best AETC Installation 

and nominated to compete at the Air Force level for Best Installation, finishing third Air 

Force wide in 2012. 

 2013:  Air Force Installation Excellence Award:  Named best base in the Air Force due to 

Keesler’s efforts to expand their recycling program, renovate dorms, improve medical 

evaluation board case completion times, and reduction of deployment out processing 

errors by 20%. 
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AETC Unit Description 
 

81st Training Wing (Host Unit) 
The 81st Training Wing is the second largest technical training wing 

in the Air Force, consisting of military, Department of Defense 

civilians, and international students.  The Wing is charged with 

producing the technical operators that the Air Force and the 

Department of Defense need to ensure our national security.  Each 

year, approximately 30,000 students graduate from a variety of 

different courses ranging from cyberspace operations to air traffic 

control and personnel management.  The Wing’s vision is to train, 

develop, and inspire by being the preeminent training enterprise for 

delivering innovative and mission-ready warfighters. As part of this vision, the Wing prioritizes 

taking care of Airmen and their families, training and developing mission-ready professionals, 

providing enhanced personal and professional development for airmen, promoting a culture of 

innovation, and enriching the already strong partnerships with the surrounding community.  The 

81st Training Wing is comprised of the 81st Training Group, 81st Medical Group, 81st Mission 

Support Group, and the various Wing Staff Agencies. 

 

81st Training Group 

The 81st Training Group is charged 

with generating and sustaining 

combat capability for the Air Force by 

providing airmen who are technically 

trained and operationally relevant.  

The 81st Training Group is the second 

- largest training group in the Air 

Force, with most students arriving 

directly from Basic Military Training.  

The group is comprised of six 

squadrons, four geographically separated units, and two associate units.  With 

$167 million in equipment and resources and a $32 million operating budget, the 

81st Training Group instructs technical courses in 33 different career fields, 

including but not limited to Undergraduate Cyber Training, Air Traffic Control, 

Financial Management, Manpower and Personnel, Department of Defense 

Weather, and other combat and non-combat mission skills.  The 81st Training 

Group is also home to the only Military Training Leader (MTL) schoolhouse in 
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the U.S. Air Force, equipping MTLs with the knowledge and tools required to 

train new Airmen entering technical training. 

81st Medical Group 

The 81st Medical Group has the largest 

permanent party presence at Keesler 

AFB.  They are charged with training, 

caring, and innovating by providing 

medical services for Air, Space, and 

Cyberspace forces.  The Medical Group 

provides comprehensive inpatient and 

outpatient medical and dental services to 

more than 164,000 service members and 

their families.  The 81st Medical Group is the second largest deployment platform 

in the Air Force Medical Service, as well as the largest deployment platform in 

Air Education and Training Command.  In partnership with the Biloxi VA 

Medical Center, the University of Mississippi, and local area hospitals, the 81st 

Medical Group and Keesler AFB provides medical, dental, and nursing education 

and training for 15 officer and enlisted specialties, with courses lasting from three 

weeks to three and a half years.  Along with the Biloxi VA and the Armed Forces 

Retirement Home, the Medical Group provides increased healthcare opportunities 

for veterans living along the Gulf Coast. 

 

81st Mission Support Group 

The 81st Mission Support Group is 

charged with providing services in 

support of Keesler AFB’s training 

missions.  The group oversees base 

infrastructure and forms the core of all 

on-base services.  It is comprised of six 

squadrons, which work in conjunction to 

provide the necessary support to the 

airmen, families, and local community 

on and near Keesler AFB, ensuring that the base is a premier installation.  Integral 

to the group’s success is their partnership with Vectrus, who execute Keesler’s 

$336 million, eight-year Base Operating Support contract, as well as their 

partnership with Hunt Military Communities, who manages Keesler’s privatized 

military housing. 
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Mission Partners 
In addition to the 81st Training Wing, Keesler AFB is host to several associate units, including 

the 2nd Air Force, the 403d Air Reserve Wing, the 85th Engineering Installation Squadron, and 

the Mathies Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) Academy.  Keesler also hosts Department of 

Defense and international training partners.  

2nd Air Force 

2nd Air Force aims to be the premier training and development center 

in the Department of Defense by training, developing, and inspiring the 

world’s premier Airmen to power the world’s greatest Air Force.  As 

Keesler’s command organization, 2nd Air Force manages all 

operational aspects of 2,014 active training courses attended by 

approximately 150,000 students annually, including basic military 

training, technical training, medical training, and distance learning.  2nd 

Air Force oversees training at over 98 operating locations worldwide, 

and consists of over 13,900 active duty and civilian personnel. 

 

403d Air Reserve Wing 

Since its initial designation in 1949, the 403d Air Reserve 

Wing has been delivering diverse global capabilities and 

responding decisively to defend freedom and continuously 

protect our homeland. The wing features 1,554 military 

and civilian members, and has been continuously operating 

at Keesler since 1983.  The 403d conducts all flying 

missions at Keesler, and comprises of three groups, 14 

squadrons, and two geographically separated units. Two of 

the key squadrons in the wing include: the 53d Weather Reconnaissance- home of the Hurricane 

Hunters- and the “Flying Jennies” of the 815th Airlift Squadron.  The 403d Wing is the only Air 

Force Reserve unit in Mississippi, and operates with an annual budget of $85 million. 

 

85th Engineering Installation Squadron 

As the only active duty engineering installation in the Air 

Force, the 85th EIS conducts cyberspace engineering, 

installation, testing, and repair of critical communications 

equipment, radar, and computer networks for Combatant 

Commanders around the world and around the clock.  

Following Hurricane Maria, the 85 EIS was requested by 

name to make repairs to Puerto Rico’s land mobile radio 
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communications infrastructure for first responders, allowing aid to be delivered to over 3.4 

million Puerto Ricans.  

Mathies NCO Academy 

In conjunction with Air University’s Barnes Center, Keesler 

served as the pilot location for the new Intermediate 

Leadership Experience (ILE), hosted at the Mathies NCO 

Academy (NCOA).  The Mathies NCO Academy is one of 

ten NCOAs worldwide, providing elite training and 

professional military education to develop middle-level 

enlisted leadership. 

 

 

 

Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit 

(CNATTU) 

Keesler AFB is host to the CNATTU, a naval unit 

responsible for teaching high-tech courses including 

precision measurement and weather forecasting.  Since 

1984, the U.S. Navy has conducted training at Keesler in 

conjunction with sister services, and continues to produce 

highly-trained sailors through the CNATTU for the fleet. 

 

 

 

Marine Corps Detachment 

Keesler’s Marine Corps Detachment teaches both entry-level 

and advanced skills necessary for Fleet Marine Forces to carry 

out their missions.  Some disciplines taught include electronics 

and weather forecasting.  Training is conducted in conjunction 

with the Air Force’s weather school.  Approximately 1,000 

Sailors and Marines graduate from Keesler each year.  
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Military and Veterans Affairs Committee 

Description 

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Committee 

Through the efforts of the Military and Veterans Affairs Committee, the Biloxi Bay Area 

Chamber of Commerce works diligently to show the community’s support for not only the 

Airmen of Keesler AFB but also the men and women of the United States Armed Forces 

stationed across the MS Gulf Coast.  In the spirit of partnership, this committee helps to 

strengthen the Biloxi business community’s ties to the military.  The committee makeup is as 

follows:  

 

Biloxi Bay Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Leadership:  

Executive Director- Tina Ross Seamans  

President- Phil Hollingsworth, Chief Executive Officer, Floor Lord 

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Committee Chair:  

Jim Curtis, SMsgt, USAF Reserve, (Ret.), Chief Operating Officer, RedLine LumTronix LLC 

 

Members:   

Phyllis Luttman, Colonel, USAF, NC (Ret.)  

James Garner, Major General, US Army, (Ret.)  

Rich Moss, Brigadier General, USAF, (Ret.)  

Carol Johnson, Retired Insurance Professional   

Leslie Barfield, Director of Sales, IP Casino Resort and Spa 
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Affiliated Military Support Organizations, Biloxi Area 

 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION, JOHN C. STENNIS CHAPTER:  The local chapter partners 

with members of the community to spread awareness of what the Air Force provides to the 

defense of our nation and what Keesler brings to the Gulf Coast.  The Stennis Chapter also 

supports science, math and aerospace education in area schools and at Keesler through 

scholarships and teacher recognition programs.  

AIR FORCE SERGEANT'S ASSOCIATION, CHAPTER 652, KEESLER AFB:  Located 

at Keesler, Chapter 652 extends the mission of the Air Force Sergeant's Association to the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast.  This federally chartered non-profit organization represents the 

professional and personal interests of active duty, retired and veteran Total Air Force and their 

families.  

MISSISSIPPI COAST MILITARY OFFICER'S ASSOCIATION:  The association’s 

mission is to broaden awareness and understanding of events and issues relevant to military 

officers, active and retired, living on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  The chapter meets every month 

at Keesler Air Force Base.   

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME:  The Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH), 

located in Gulfport, Miss., is a multi-tower complex with five levels of care and full amenities 

under one roof. It was built to mitigate the effects of a Category 5 hurricane and features the 

latest in green technology and supports the philosophy of Aging in Place. Today, AFRH 

Residents are still putting their stamp on this home with assistance from Keesler Air Force Base, 

including memorabilia and beautification projects.  

COAST CHAMBER CENTURIONS ASSOCIATION:  A program under the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast Chamber, the Coast Centurions was founded by the late Colonel Henry Boardman in 

1995 to serve as a cadre of Mississippi Gulf Coast Citizen leaders dedicated to the retention of 

the Coast’s military installations and presence.  Additionally, the association provides financial 

support to the ongoing activities and programs of work of the Military Affairs Committees of the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce including Gulfport and Biloxi.  The association is 

also a sponsor of the annual Salute to the Military event. 

GULF COAST BUSINESS COUNCIL:  The Gulf Coast Business Council (GCBC) unites top 

business executives to be the voice on public policy issues important to the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast.  The GCBC is made up of top business leaders from each of the three coastal counties 

along with members from the Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson County Chambers and Partners of 

Stennis.  The Council provides leadership in areas of public policy, including governmental and 
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legislative affairs, military and defense-related industry, economic development, infrastructure, 

education, workforce development, and regional leadership development. 

LAWRENCE E. ROBERTS CHAPTER, TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, KEESLER AFB, MS:  

The primary goal of the Lawrence E. Roberts Chapter is to raise awareness and interest in the 

aviation and aerospace fields and careers.  The chapter strives to educate the public about the 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. by participating in community activities and events.  The only Tuskegee 

Airmen Chapter in Mississippi was named after Colonel Lawrence E. Roberts, a US Army Air 

Corps Cadet at Keesler Field in 1943.    
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A Year in Review 

 

16th Annual Gulf Coast Veterans Day Parade – 12 November 2016 

 
Attendees wait for the 16th Annual Gulf Coast Veterans Day Parade to begin Nov. 12, 2016, in 

D’Iberville, Miss. More than 5,000 Mississippi and Louisiana citizens watched the parade 

honoring Gulf Coast veterans. Keesler Honor Guard members, base leadership and more than 

215 81st Training Group Airmen with the 50 State Flag Team and Drum and Bugle Corps also 

came out to celebrate the holiday. 

 

JROTC Drill Competition – 18 November 2016 

 
Biloxi High School Air Force Junior ROTC, Biloxi, Miss., members pose for a group photo with 

their trophies after earning top honors during the Third Annual Mississippi All-Services Junior 

ROTC Drill Competition Nov. 18, 2016, on Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. More than 500 Junior 

ROTC cadets, spectators and volunteers were in attendance where cadets battled for the best all-

services Junior ROTC team in Mississippi. Seventeen Junior ROTC teams from all military 

branches were represented at the event with the Biloxi High School Air Force Junior ROTC 

earning the top honors. 
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Home Away From Home – 24 November 2016 

 
Community members hosted Keesler students for Thanksgiving as part of a partnership spanning 

over 20 years.  Local residents invite Keesler Airmen who are unable to go home for the holidays 

to their own homes and treat them to a family Thanksgiving meal.  The Airmen that participate 

in the program speak highly of Home Away From Home for instilling the feeling of being part of 

a family during the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

Train Derailment Exercise – 16 February 2017 

 

Local first responders and Keesler Airmen participate in a train derailment exercise Feb. 16, 

2017, on Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi.  The exercise scenario simulated a train and 

vehicle collision, which resulted in a derailment and chemical spill, creating a mass casualty and 

HAZMAT response event.  This exercise tested base and local civilian emergency response 

organizations’ ability to operate in a multi-agency and multi-jurisdiction crisis situation. 
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Special Olympics of Mississippi Summer Games – 19-20 May 2017 

 

Over 3,200 athletes, coaches, and volunteers attended the Special Olympics of Mississippi 2017 

Summer Games at Keesler Air Force Base on May 19 and 20, 2017.  Keesler has been hosting 

the Special Olympics of Mississippi since its inception in 1976. 

 

Biloxi Shuckers Military Appreciation Night – 8 July 2017 

 
Members of Keesler AFB were invited to present the colors and throw the first pitch at the Biloxi 

Shuckers Minor League Baseball team’s military appreciation night at MGM Park on July 8, 

2017.  The Shuckers recognized and honored service members and their families for the 

dedication, commitment and sacrifices they make for the nation. 
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MS Coast Military Officers Association Dinner – 12 July 2017 

 
Members of the community interact with military leaders during the Mississippi Coast Military 

Officers Association (MCMOA) dinner at the Great Southern Club July 12, 2017, in Gulfport, 

Mississippi.  The dinner was held to familiarize the MCMOA members with the current 

readiness level of the 2nd Air Force. 

 

Crusaders for Veterans Freedom Ball – 17 July 2017 

 
Local military personnel and family members attend the 2nd Annual Crusaders for Veterans 

Freedom Ball at the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino July 15, 2017, in Biloxi, Mississippi.  

During the event, Crusaders for Veterans, a volunteer organization focused on helping veterans 

in need, recognized the careers of current military commanders in the local area. 
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Honorary Commander Program – 10 August 2017 

 

Keesler honorary commanders tour the base during an 81st Mission Support Group orientation 

tour Aug. 10, 2017, on Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi.  The honorary commander program 

is a partnership between base leadership and local civic leaders to promote strong ties between 

military and civilian leaders. 

 

Hurricane Harvey Relief – 1 September 2017 

 
Staff Sgt. Kyle Gabrielson, a Critical Care Air Transport (CCAT) team member from the 81st 

Medical Group, Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi, discusses triage procedures with a local 

paramedic at the George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Houston, Texas, on August 31, 2017.  

CCAT team members traveled to Houston to assist local medical personnel with relief efforts 

following Hurricane Harvey. 
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STEM Diversity Outreach Day – 15 September 2017 

 
Members of the local community attended a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

Diversity Outreach Day Sept. 15, 2017, on Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi.  The event 

consisted of 10 Mississippi Gulf Coast high school Junior ROTC units viewing an 81st Security 

Forces Squadron military working dog demonstration and receiving information about Air Force 

opportunities and accession requirements with an emphasis on STEM.  They also competed in 

several team building activities. 

 

Biloxi Chamber Morning Call – 28 September 2017 

 
Col. Brian May, 403rd Operations Group commander, addresses attendees during the Biloxi 

Chamber Morning Call at the Bay Breeze Event Center Sept. 28, 2017, on Keesler Air Force 

Base, Mississippi.  Local business and community leaders attended the event to learn more about 

the base’s mission and its Airmen. 
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Biloxi High School Football Military Appreciation Night – 29 September 2017 

 
Keesler leadership and personnel participate in a coin toss ceremony during the Biloxi High 

School military appreciation night football game Sept. 29, 2017, in Biloxi, Mississippi. 

 

Hurricane Maria Relief –13 October 2017 

 
Personnel from Keesler assist relief efforts in Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria on Oct. 13, 

2017.  Members of the 85th Engineering Installation Squadron were deployed to assist repair 

efforts.  In addition, Capt Murphy, 81st Training Wing Public Affairs Chief, provided public 

affairs support to the joint media operations center. 
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39th Annual Salute to the Military – 24 October 2017 

 
Biloxi hosted the 39th Annual Salute to the Military at the Mississippi Coast Convention Center 

on Oct. 24, 2017.  The Salute to the Military event recognized the men and women who serve in 

the military along the Gulf Coast. 

 

Community Partnership Agreements Workshop – 25 October 2017 

 
Mississippi representatives from state and local communities and various civic leaders attended 

the Agreements Workshop at the Gulf Park Campus of The University of Southern Mississippi 

Oct. 25, 2017, Long Beach, Mississippi.  The program is part of a larger Air Force Public-Public, 

Public-Private (P4) initiative to encourage installations and local communities to combine or 

improve resources or operating processes. 
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Ocean Springs 2nd Annual Veterans Parade- 28 October 2017 

 
Members from the Keesler Air Force Base Honor Guard march with the colors in the Ocean 

Springs 2nd Annual Veterans Parade in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, Oct. 28, 2017.  The Honor 

Guard routinely provides ceremonial support such as colors presentation to the local community 

in an efforts to strengthen our partnerships with the people who host the service men and women 

on the Gulf Coast. 
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