
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMISSION 
 
 

2016 Altus Trophy 
 

Annual Community Support Award 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Section 1 – Table of Contents 

 

2. Section 2 - Executive summary 

 

3. Section 3 - Letters of endorsement 

 

4. Section 4 - Community description 

 

5. Section 5 - Military Affairs/Armed Services Related Committee 
description  

 

6. Section 6 - Supporting Supplementary Material  

 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 2 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1



Defined as a political subdivision of the State of Texas, the Alamo Area Council of 

Governments (AACOG) was established in 1967 under Chapter 391 of the Texas Local 

Government Code as a voluntary association of local governments and organizations 

that serves its members through planning, information, and coordination activities.  

AACOG serves the Alamo Area/State Planning Region 18, which covers 13 counties 

and 12,582 square miles.   

 

 
 
Originally established as a regional planning commission, AACOG has successively 

broadened its role to include the delivery of a wide range of community services in order 
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to assist its member governments and to enhance the lives of all residents in the Alamo 

Region.  State law requires that at least two-thirds of the board of directors must be 

elected local government officials.    

 
AACOG’s primary mission is to coordinate regional planning and provide efficient 

delivery of public services by achieving economies of scale.  However, AACOG does 

not have power to tax or to regulate in support of its mission.  In 1995, AACOG created 

the Alamo Area Development Corporation (AADC), a Texas non-profit corporation, 

which subsequently obtained 501(c)(3) status under the Internal Revenue Code.  AADC 

was established to further AACOG’s mission of enhancing the lives of all residents in 

the Alamo Region by developing effective strategies to meet the many challenges that 

confront the region and to coordinate regional strengths that offer solutions to these 

challenges. 

 
Program Delivery – Overview 
 
AACOG and AADC have taken the initiative in the Alamo Region by providing program 

service delivery that is not customarily embraced by a regional council of governments.  

In addition to formulating regional approaches to community planning and development, 

assistance is also provided through delivery of a wide range of human service programs 

and government support initiatives.  In each instance, they are working to control the 

cost of public sector services through coordinated delivery as it seeks ways to improve 

the quality of life in the Alamo Region. 

 
Program delivery is organized into two divisions, Human Services and Governmental 

Services.  The Human Services Division is composed of two area agencies on aging 
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that promote aid to the elderly, a local authority that assists individuals with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities, and a weatherization program that provides services for 

low-income homeowners.  The Governmental Services Division is involved with regional 

public safety initiatives and community and economic development.  AACOG equips 

and monitors seven regional 9-1-1 emergency call centers and promotes homeland 

security initiatives.  The law enforcement academy develops and delivers personalized 

training for law enforcement personnel and first responders.  AACOG also plays a 

leadership role in criminal justice planning activities for the Alamo Region.   

 
AACOG manages federal air quality programs, promotes recycling and other natural 

resource recovery efforts, and provides transit service to twelve of the thirteen counties 

in the Alamo Region.  (A separate transit system serves Bexar County.)  The 

government services department promotes social and environmental progress by 

working with regional governments to improve public infrastructure and enhance 

community development.  Attention is also paid to developing the region’s human 

capital by providing enrichment programs for newly-elected officials and offering training 

courses in land use planning and zoning administration.   

 
For almost a decade, AACOG, through its various programs, has been a catalyst to 

bring together Veteran services in a coordinated, comprehensive fashion.  AACOG is 

able to leverage its regional contacts and partners in an attempt to meet the expressed 

needs of veterans in our region.  As a council of governments it is our mission to serve 

residents in our 13 county region and a significant part of the resident population are 

veterans.   
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AACOG partners with veteran organizations like the San Antonio Coalition for Veterans 

and Families (SACVF).  SACVF provides veteran referrals to AACOG for a variety of 

services.  Another valued partner is the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  The VA 

operates the nation's largest integrated health care system and administers a variety of 

benefits and services that provide financial and other forms of assistance to Service 

members, Veterans, their dependents and survivors.  As a VA social worker and 

AACOG partner, VA staff Kim Ford is knowledgeable and aware of needs and problems 

in the veteran community and is able to help identity home modification needs and refer 

to AACOG.   

 
In addition, AACOG’s Alamo Service Connection (ASC) database referral system 

screens all callers by asking if any family member has military service.  ASC monitors 

and catalogues callers who have similar needs and makes them aware of resources 

available.  The agency has also established strong relationships with veteran-serving 

entities, such as Family Endeavors, the GI Forum and the regional Veteran Service 

Officers (VSOs) throughout the region, which helps us keep a pulse on the veteran 

community and its needs.  Lastly, the AACOG Board of Directors is made up of elected 

officials who are advocates for their veteran constituency and are always on the 

forefront of locating resources that can meet needs in their communities.   

 
San Antonio has the distinct recognition of being “Military City USA”.  According to the 

Military and Veterans Community Collaborative, over 156,000 veterans reside in Bexar 

County alone, with an estimated 280,000 family members living here with them.  Of 

those approximately 31% (48,578) received VA care between October 1, 2015 and July 
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15, 2016.  The U.S. Census data identifies Texas as one of the states with a high 

veteran population, and also lists Texas among the states with the highest percentage 

of veterans with a service-connected disability.  All but one of AACOG’s counties have 

3.7% and above veteran population, and seven of the 13 are above the state-wide 

average of 4.6%.   

 
San Antonio is also home to San Antonio Military Medical Center (SAMMC) a world-

class medical center that serves beneficiaries throughout the San Antonio Region, 

offering the highest quality medical care for wounded warriors, service members, family 

members, retirees and civilians.    

 
The Alamo region is home to Joint Base San Antonio, the Audie L. Murphy Memorial 

Veterans Hospital, the Center for the Intrepid, as well as the San Antonio Military 

Medical Center, which has the most extensive facilities for wounded warriors 

transitioning to Veteran status in the nation, and the Frank Tejeda Texas State Veterans 

Home in Floresville and the VA Hospital in Kerrville. This, combined with the four active 

military installations, has drawn many retirees to the area and many are in need of 

Veteran services.   

 
To complement the aging veteran population, there is also a significant number of 

younger veterans that have suffered combat injuries and need to transition to lead a life 

with permanent disabilities. Many of these veterans choose to make San Antonio their 

home after their medical treatment.   

 

6



The vast majority of the housing in the Greater San Antonio area was not constructed 

with the needs of the physically disabled individual in mind.  Disabled and aging 

veterans have accessibility needs and do not have discretionary income to conduct 

home modifications or repairs.  According to U.S. Census data from a November 2015 

report, 55% of veterans in Texas had a median income less than 50K, which is less 

than the Alamo area regional median income of $51,000. This demonstrates the limited 

financial resources of many area veterans and families to pay for expensive 

rehabilitation costs.   

 

To that end, AACOG endeavors to continue collaborating with many organizations [both 

veteran-specific and not] to meet the needs and challenges of the region.  What follows, 

is an example of the successful ways the Alamo Area Council of Governments has 

partnered with JBSA, Veterans, Retirees, their dependents, and Veteran related 

organizations to: educate and train personnel; leverage resources; and provide 

services.   

 
Educating and Training Personnel 

 
AACOG Law Enforcement Training of JBSA Security Personnel 
 
AACOG Law Enforcement Academy and JBSA are currently developing two goals, 

among others, to meet the needs of training transitioning military personnel interested in 

becoming civilian law enforcement officers upon separation from the military.  The two 

goals are: 
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 Goal 1:  Attendance to our Academy would be offered by their VA Transition 

Program as an option for anyone transitioning out of the military that is interested 

in becoming a peace officer.  This would allow veterans to attend our academy 

under the Post-9/11 GI Bill.  As they transition out, we would incorporate them 

into a Basic Peace Officer Course (BPOC) class for 6 months of training.   

 
 Goal 2:  Our Academy curriculum would be approved in place of their federal 

training to become federal civilian police officer.  In this case, we would hold a 

BPOC exclusively for their new hires.  Our academy staff would customize the 

training to meet their specific needs and areas of focus.  Accomplishing this goal 

would allow the DOD to save funding on out of state travel and per diem, and 

only incur the cost of our local training.  The length of this training program would 

vary depending upon the specific training they require and the extent of the 

customization.   

 
Much of the preparation and development has been led by the efforts of AACOG’s Law 

Enforcement Academy Program Manager, Richard Bryan.  Mr. Bryan is currently a 

Master Sergeant (Special Agent) in the U.S. Air Force, attached to the Office of Special 

Investigations.  The nature of both his civilian and military work has afforded the Agency 

to build a natural bridge between JBSA and AACOG and further develop the 

educational and training relationship between the two entities.   

 

AACOG’s Law Enforcement Academy curriculum developed specifically for this 

partnership has 963 hours and includes the following:   
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Block 1                                                                                                              Hrs 

Orientation 4

TCOLE Rules w/Exam 12

Fitness & Wellness/Stress Management 16

Professional Policing 12

Written Communications 20

Professionalism & Ethics 8

U.S. & TX Constitution/Criminal Justice System 16

Block Exam 2

Block 2                                                                                                             Hrs 

Emergency Medical 24

Penal Code 48

Code of Criminal Procedure 24

Block Exam 2

Block 3                                                                                                              Hrs 

Family Code/Juvenile Issues 16

Family Violence 24

Victims of Crime 12

Gang ID 4

Block Exam 2

Block 4                                                                                                              Hrs 

Arrest, Search & Seizure 32

Force Options 32

Mechanics of Arrest 40

Block Exam 2

Block 5                                                                                                              Hrs 

Civil Process 8
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Firearms 51

Multiculturalism & Human Relations 16

Spanish 16

Block Exam 2

Block 6                                                                                                            Hrs 

Crisis Intervention Training and Mental Health 16

Traffic 48

Identity Crimes 6

Emergency Communications 8

Professional Police Driving 32

Block Exam 2

Block 7                                                                                                             Hrs 

Patrol Procedures 40

Health & Safety Code 16

Consular Notification 4

Crowd Control 8

Body Worn Cameras 4

Communication & Problem Solving 16

Block Exam 2

Block 8                                                                                                              Hrs 

Racial Profiling & Asset Forfeiture 8

Crash Investigation 16

Traffic Direction 8

Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code 8

Standardized Field Sobriety Testing 24

Criminal Investigation 64

Block Exam 2
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Additional Training                                                                                          Hrs 

ASP Baton Certification 8

O.C. Spray Certification 8

TASER 8

Active Shooter 16

TCIC/NCIC Less Than Full Access 8

Radar Operator Certification 16

LIDAR Certification/TASER X2 Certification 8

Resume Writing and Interviewing 8

Hazardous Material 6

Crucible 8

Physical Training 16

Reality Based Training 20

Mid Term PT & Final PT 4

Mid Term & Final Exam 8

State Exam Review 40

Endorsement Exam 4

BPOC Total Hours 963

 

Camo to Cops 
 
AACOG Law Enforcement Academy participated in the annual San Antonio Police 

Department event, hosted at the University of Texas at San Antonio.   As Veteran’s Day 

approaches, the San Antonio Police Department.  The event focuses on the passage 

from military to police officer, with testimonials from current SAPD officers and Bexar 

County Sheriff’s Deputies, so that they too can make the smooth transition into law 

enforcement.   
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High Risk Traffic Stop Training Collaboration 
 
In 2014, a discussion arose between the Chief of Police of Live Oak (Chief Ken Evans) 

and the 802nd Air Force Security Forces Commander (Lt. Col Scott Foley), about law 

enforcement agencies in the area working together to build a standardized response to 

high risk traffic stop situations.  The need was identified by Chief Evans because of his 

previous experiences at another agency where multiple jurisdiction vehicle pursuits 

resulted in poor response and coordination between various the patrol officers from the 

agencies involved.   

 
The AACOG Law Enforcement Academy was asked to assist in the making of a high 

risk traffic stops training video and to help develop a course that could be taught to all 

officers in the AACOG region.  The training would teach a standardized way for 

handling various high risk traffic stop situations so police officers, regardless of 

jurisdiction, would be on the standardized with their tactics and techniques.   

 
The Coordinated Event: 

 
A high risk traffic stop training video was filmed with multiple agencies from the AACOG 

region.  The video was filmed by the US Air Force’s 3rd Combat Camera Squadron at 

JBSA-Lackland.  The following law enforcement agencies participated in the filming of 

the training video:   

 
 AACOG Regional Law Enforcement Academy 

 United States Air Force 802nd Security Forces Squadron 

 Live Oak, TX Police Department 
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 Selma, TX Police Department 

 Bexar County Sheriff’s Office 

 
Training Video Details 

 
Film Location:  A closed down base housing neighborhood at JBSA-Lackland (Medina 

Annex).  Footage was shot in one day and demonstrates a standardized method police 

officers from multiple agencies can perform high risk traffic stops together.   

 
Other AACOG Law Enforcement Academy Collaborations with JBSA 
 
 From 2014 - 2016, the local detachment of the USAF Office of Special Investigations 

at JBSA-Lackland has provided role players for the AACOG Academy’s Surveillance 

Operations Course.  This has afforded these Special Agents an opportunity to 

practice counter-surveillance and surveillance detection techniques. 

 In June 2015, the AACOG Academy provided Use of Force and Handcuffing 

Refresher training to 24 Special Agents of the USAF Office of Special Investigations. 

 Since 2015, The Department of Defense (DOD) Civilian Police has recruited 

AACOG Academy cadets, and will recognize their training from the AACOG 

Academy when they are hired with DOD, so cadets do not have to attend another 

police academy.   

 In 2014 and 2015, the AACOG Academy provided instruction for two Basic SWAT 

classes to the members of the USAF 802nd Security Forces Squadron at JBSA-

Lackland.  With the recent shooting on Lackland this past April 8th, there is talk of 

AACOG holding another SWAT class for the 802nd. 
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 In 2015, the 802nd Security Forces Squadron trained on AACOG’s video simulators 

approximately six times.  Officers’ experienced active shooter, traffic stop, and 

various disturbance call scenarios as part of the training. 

 In 2014, with the assistance of Lackland base housing, the 802nd Security Forces 

Squadron secured a closed down base housing neighborhood so the AACOG 

Academy could provide police patrol scenario training for police cadets.  The 802nd 

Security Forces provided role players for the scenarios. 

 Since 2007, at the request of USAF Security Forces (aka. Security Police), the 

AACOG Academy will hold a Texas Supplemental Peace Officer Course for military 

members.  This course is a modified licensing course that will allow military police 

members to become certified as Texas Peace Officers.  This is beneficial for those 

members exiting the military who want to become civilian police officers in Texas.  

Classes have been held at JBSA-Lackland and JBSA-Randolph. 

 In 2009, the AACOG Academy provided instructors to teach an Active Shooter 

Instructor course to members of the USAF Security Forces at JBSA-Lackland. 

 In 2007, the AACOG Academy provided logistical support for the USAF Security 

Forces to hold a TASER (Stun Gun) training class for their military police.  This was 

the first such TASER class held in the entire Air Force. 

 In 2007-2008, the AACOG Academy provided technical and administrative support 

to assist the USAF Security Forces in becoming recognized as military police 

officers by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement so their people could attend 

supplemental peace officer licensing training to become Texas Peace Officers. 

 
Travel Training and Bus Passes 
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The need for travel training has emerged from the AACOG experience in supporting 

veterans and family members with two past Texas Veterans Commission Fund for 

Veterans’ Assistance (TVC) transportation grants and is based on the following findings: 

 
 The funding needed to provide transportation for veteran clients by a variety of 

means, including private vendors (such as taxis) is beyond the capabilities of city, 

state, and non-profit agency funding services.   

 The senior ride co-ops and other transportation vendors for persons over 60 and 

persons with disability have limited capability to provide short-notice rides to 

clients.   

 Many veterans and family members are not eligible (due to age or health) for 

paratransit and senior ride services.   

 
Travel training is short-term instruction designed to teach clients how to travel safely 

and independently on the accessible public transportation systems.  The goal of travel 

training is to enable and empower clients to travel independently using a regularly 

visited destination and back.   

 
Travel training allows persons unfamiliar with public transportation to receive in-person 

support to empower them to use systems of public transportation.  Through either bus 

familiarization workshops or individual training, certified Easterseals travel trainers are 

be available to advise clients of the travel training option as a resource to maximize their 

transportation resources for long-term independence. In 2016, the Bexar AAA mobility 

program, through Federal Transit Administration funding, expanded its capability to 
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provide these services, both in-house and through community partners. This affords the 

CARV program to link its clients with this important service and arrange for a minimum 

of six bus familiarization workshops and refer at least 50 clients to either workshops or 

individual training depending on need. The travel training can be utilized to assist CARV 

clients of any age and a variety of disabilities to utilize VIA, VIAtrans, and Alamo 

Regional Transit services, or even other non-profit transportation providers if requested. 

 
Leveraging Resources 

 
DEAAG I – Water for JBSA 
 
SAWS (San Antonio Water System), JBSA, city of San Antonio, and AACOG worked in 

partnership over the last year to develop a comprehensive approach to bringing 

adequate infrastructure and water supplies to the bases and have developed solutions 

that can be executed quickly.  In December 2015, the project was awarded $5M by the 

State of Texas’ Defense Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant (DEAAG).  The project 

is in support of a plan to partner with various entities to support the development of 

water services to Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) in support of military value due to 

increased and changed military missions, and in support of existing and future potential 

additional military missions.   

 
Funding for military projects and other military functions have been, and will likely 

continue to be significantly reduced through sequestration; therefore, funding for these 

projects cannot be borne by the military installations.  The project includes providing 

infrastructure improvements and interconnection opportunities for Camp Bullis, Fort 

Sam Houston, Lackland AFB, Lackland Training Annex (also known as Medina Annex), 
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and Security Hill.  The estimated total cost for all five projects is over $11 million of 

infrastructure costs, and over $5 million in Impact Fees.  The significant costs will be 

borne mostly by SAWS (San Antonio Water System), including a potential waiver of 

Impact Fees by the City of San Antonio.  DEAAG funding is capped at $5 Million and 

requires a 50% dollar-for-dollar match.   

 
Impact on the Region: 
 
Camp Bullis has state of the art training and operational support functions.  Camp Bullis 

is subject to a very volatile water supply, the Trinity Aquifer, so is noted as JBSA’s 

number one priority.  SAWS proposes to install approximately 1,700 feet of water main, 

PRVs, backflow preventers and meter.  AACOG will donate all material necessary for 

constructing project inside the fence line and JBSA-Civil Engineering will build 

infrastructure on base to interconnect to the system for SAWS to begin serving as their 

primary source of water, securing the base’s water future.  The approximate cost would 

be $1.2 million. 

 
Fort Sam Houston is a critical part of San Antonio, particularly with the Level One 

Trauma Center and with the nation’s leading burn center.  Fort Sam Houston uses 

Edwards Aquifer wells and is subject to strict cutbacks through their agreement with 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  SAWS proposes to build approximately 2,900 feet of 

water main, PRVs, backflow preventers and four interconnection points around the base 

at a cost of about $1.2 million.  This will allow JBSA the ability to interconnect their 

system in the future, provide a redundant source, and ensure that drought restrictions 

do not hinder any military mission. 
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Lackland Training Annex is very similar to Fort Sam Houston.  SAWS proposes to build 

approximately 250 feet of water main, some PRVs, backflow preventers and one 

interconnection point at a cost of approximately $300,000.00. 

 
Lackland AFB is the gateway to the Air Force, hosting all enlisted personnel through 

basic training.  SAWS proposes to build approximately 1,600 feet of water main, some 

PRVs, and backflow preventers, and three interconnections around the base at a cost 

estimated to be $870,000.00. 

 
Security Hill Project is home to critical cybersecurity and intelligence missions.  This 

project is larger in scope, as it also impacts Port San Antonio.  This project has already 

begun and will help to enhance the facility that was impacted in a previous BRAC round.  

The entire project will build approximately 14,000 feet of water main at a cost of 

approximately $7.5 million, approximately $2.5 million of which is directly for Security 

Hill. 

 
These proposed projects are estimated to generate impact fees of about $5.5 million.  

The fees are a barrier for JBSA, as they have not been budgeted, particularly given 

sequestration and reductions in spending by Congress.  SAWS proposes to recommend 

to the City of San Antonio to waive the associated impact fees. 

 
DEAAG II – Encroachment at Randolph 
 
The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) Report to the 

President required the relocation of installation management functions across three 

major military installations in Bexar County and the establishment of Joint Base San 
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Antonio (JBSA).  JBSA is situated in San Antonio (Bexar County), the seventh largest 

city in the country and the city known as “Military City, USA”.  Encompassing JBSA are 

Fort Sam Houston, Lackland Air Force Base and Randolph Air Force Base. These three 

bases were merged on October 1, 2010, becoming the largest single Department of 

Defense installation/enterprise. 

 
The 12th Flying Training Wind is located at Randolph Air Force Base.  The mission of 

the 12th Flying Training Wing is to “train airmen in the fundamentals of airmanship, 

instruction, and leadership.”  Related to this mission, JBSA-Randolph is one of the 

busiest airfields in the United States Air Force.  There are more than 210,000 flight 

operations annually along with 29,000 flight plans, 36,000 flying hours, and 26,000 

sorties.  In 2014, 416 instructor pilots, 101 fighter candidates, 385 remotely piloted 

aircraft pilots and sensor operators graduated from the 12th Operations Group.  Its 

instructors train more than 2,200 undergraduate flight training candidates across the Air 

Education and Training Command (AETC). 

 
Randolph Air Force Base is directly responsible for thousands of military and civilian 

jobs as well as indirectly responsible for thousands more.  In fact, it is the sixth largest 

employer in Bexar County and singularly has an overall annual economic impact of 

$1.15 billion.   

 
The community around Randolph Air Force Base is experiencing significant growth and 

development.  Unfortunately, incompatible development poses a significant threat to the 

12th Flying Training Wing and its operations.  This is because Randolph Air Force Base 

does not want to expose the surrounding community to the possibility of aircraft 

19



accidents.  Despite stringent maintenance requirements and countless hours of training, 

past history makes it clear that accidents do occur.  The Air Force completed a study of 

Air Force aircraft accidents that occurred between 1968 and 1995 and found that 68% 

of aircraft accidents occurred on or adjacent to the runway or within 7,000 feet of the 

end of the runway.  There are additional risk factors to the 12th Flying Training Wing.  

These include the unique and acute year-round bird strike risk caused by migratory and 

resident white winged doves.  A proposed development in the Accident Potential Zone II 

will result in large, estate homes located in a sensitive area.   

 
If the local community cannot ensure that JBSA-Randolph will designate a safety zone 

around the airfield at the end of its two runways and adjacent to the base, JBSA-

Randolph may be forced to move the 12th Flying Training Wing.  As a result of the 

mission(s) at JBSA-Randolph are so intertwined with the larger mission of JBSA, the 

consequences of jeopardizing the mission of the 12th Flying Training Wing is potentially 

detrimental to the local community.  The entire mission/purpose of JBSA is 

compromised.   

 
The purpose of this project is to protect the mission of Randolph Air Force Base by 

creating a safety zone at the ends of the two runways of the base.  Through the Air 

Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, it was determined that there are three 

levels of safety zones.  The Clear Zone (CZ) extends 3,000 feet outward from the 

runway ends.  An Accident potential Zone I (APZ I) extends an additional 5,000 feet 

while an Accident Potential Zone II (APZ II) extends a further 7,000 feet.   
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To address this issue, Bexar County will purchase 180 acres within the Safety Zone of 

the base at a cost of $6.0 million.  This afford Bexar County to purchase parcels of land 

in the APZ II and parcels of land in the Clear Zone.  The land would remain 

undeveloped and serve as a “safety zone” for the two runways at JBSA-Randolph.  

Upon purchase of the property, Bexar County will follow the land-use guidelines 

articulated in the AICUZ studies conducted in October 2007 and April 2008.  As such, 

the following uses of the land would be restricted: 

 
1. Light emissions, either direct or indirect (reflective), visible or invisible, 

including lasers or strobe lighting, that might interfere with pilot vision or 

performance of instruments, equipment and weapons systems. Related 

to this, any construction on this property would involve the use of non-

glare generating building materials.  

2. Releasing in the air any substance that would impair visibility or 

otherwise interfere with the operations of aircraft (i.e. steam, dust, or 

smoke). 

3. Electrical emissions that would interfere with aircraft communications 

systems or navigational equipment. 

4. Any use that would attract bird or waterfowl, including but not limited to: 

operation of sanitary landfills, waste transfer facilities, maintenance of 

feeding stations, sand and gravel dredging operations, storm water 

retention ponds, created wetland areas, or growing of certain vegetation . 

This is particularly important for Bexar County given that the 12th Flying 

Training Wing airfield personnel have observed between 8,000 and 

21



10,000 white winged doves flying over the airfield between the hours of 

7:30 AM and 9:30 AM during the summer.  In fact, JBSA-Randolph had 15 

bird strikes on takeoff in 2014 with 7 strikes in the first quarter of 2015. 

5. Structures within 10 feet of aircraft approach-departure and/or transitional 

surfaces.  Related to this, Bexar County will control the height of structures 

on this land to ensure that these structures do not become a hazard to 

incoming and outgoing aircraft.  

 
These restrictions will enhance the safety and protection of residents of the community. 

Importantly, they will also improve their quality of life because it will result in noise 

abatement of flying aircraft.  Flights in and out of JBSA-Randolph result in high levels of 

sustained noise abatement of flying aircraft; and sustained noise for individuals 

underneath and near the flight path.  In order to proactively prevent any potential conflict 

between the local community and JBSA-Randolph, this land will not be developed for 

residential use. 

 
This project provides a level of certainty to JBSA-Randolph that incompatible 

development adjacent to and near the base will not take place thereby jeopardizing the 

mission of the base.  The Safety Zone will also protect the community in the event that 

an unforeseen aircraft accident takes place.  The quality of life for the neighboring 

citizens will also be improved through the noise abatement that will occur because of 

the Safety Zone.  Additionally, the jobs and the economic impact the base provides to 

Bexar County as well as Texas will be preserved. 
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U.S. Department of Defense – Office of Economic Adjustment: Joint Land Use Study 
Implementation Coordination 
 
This project’s objective is to prepare the Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) region to 

undertake a regional effort to unify and integrate Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) 

recommendations from three separate studies, providing JBSA an opportunity to 

develop stronger working relationships with the State, region, and local jurisdictions, 

and partner in the development of consistent and reasonable approaches to promote 

compatible civilian development.  Technical and financial assistance is provided to the 

region for the following:  

 
1. To build a regional framework for the purpose of ensuring civilian-JBSA 

compatibility and carrying out JLUS recommendations.  This action is in line with 

existing JBSA P4 initiatives; particularly mitigating encroachment by 

spearheading a grant for regional implementation.  This involves bringing 

together regional stakeholders under a common objective / agenda and 

empowering a regional planning entity to serve as the regional coordinating 

entity;  

2. To develop a mechanism to track both the region’s success carrying out 

recommendations and emerging or potential future mission incompatibility issues 

(focusing on the process and technology needed to track incompatibility); 

3. To provide outreach and assistance furthering effective regional communication 

and coordination among jurisdictions and JBSA;  

4. To resource the Alamo Area Council of Governments to support regional 

planning and coordination and military-civilian compatibility activities throughout 
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the duration of the requested 24-month grant period, with an optional third 12-

month period for a total of 3-years or 36 months. 

 
The BRAC 2005 report designated the Fort Sam Houston [which includes Camp Bullis], 

Lackland AFB, and Randolph AFB to be conjoined to form Joint Base San Antonio.  On 

October 1, 2010, these installations were conjoined into the JBSA structure.  In a 

separate process, these three JBSA component installations were previously nominated 

as candidates for the JLUS program: Camp Bullis (Army, 2007), Lackland Air Force 

Base (Air Force, 2008), and Randolph Air Force Base (Air Force, 2008).  The Camp 

Bullis JLUS was completed in June, 2009; the Lackland JLUS was completed in 

November, 2011; and the Randolph JLUS was completed in July, 2015. 

 
The Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force (Installations) nominated JBSA as a 

candidate for the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) program on November 27, 2013.  This 

nomination was largely due to the October 2010 joint basing action and intended to 

support regional coordination among the local governments and appropriate agencies 

and commissions from the State of Texas to carry out the JLUS recommendations for 

JBSA-Camp Bullis; JBSA-Lackland; and JBSA-Randolph.  

 
There are significant land use planning challenges in the State of Texas.  While 

municipalities within the State of Texas have traditional zoning and land use authority, 

counties generally do not have land use authority except in certain regulatory areas, i.e., 

lighting around military installations, as authorized by the State legislature for certain 

counties and through joint airport zoning (JAZ) boards.  Of the four counties (Bexar, 

Kendall, Comal, and Guadalupe) within the Military Influence Areas (MIAs) of the 
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aforementioned JLUSes, none have zoning authority and no ordinance promulgation 

authority unless it is expressly granted by the state legislature.  The authority granted is 

usually for a limited or specific public purpose. 

 
The unification on October 1, 2010 of these three individual installations to form JBSA 

altered the approach needed for JBSA, the Alamo Area region, and the State of Texas 

to partner to promote a more effective and efficient effort to carry out the critical (and 

challenging) JLUS recommendations to ensure long-term joint base mission 

sustainability. 

 
These somewhat disconnected efforts to study and carry out recommendations 

ensuring mission sustainability at JBSA component installations have been individually 

effective. However, this process has also proven to be cumbersome and limited—

particularly when the recommendation being carried out involves coordination with 

multiple jurisdictions with varying degrees of authority and responsibility and / or when 

additional resources are required---and through separate funding sponsors. 

 
In an effort to provide coordination and oversight of JLUS recommendations, AACOG 

was approached by U.S. Department of Defense – Office of Economic Adjustment and 

JBSA to undertake this coordinating role.  The primary objective of this effort is to unify 

the disparate efforts to carry out JLUS recommendations and align them under one 

effort: one funding sponsor and one regional planning and coordinating agency that will 

include as members the four counties (Bexar, Guadalupe, Comal, and Kendall) and the 

majority of the (eleven) municipalities that represent the JBSA regional impact area. 

This will allow for a streamlined process to ensure JBSA military-civilian compatibility on 
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a regional scale.  These activities also do not duplicate efforts previously undertaken 

under the prior Bexar County and San Antonio grants.   

 
As the locus for much of the public sector activity in the Alamo Area region (and with 

AACOG’s board of directors recent action to extend an ex-officio seat to JBSA), the 

Alamo Area Council of Governments proposed to lead the effort to coordinate and 

oversee the implementation of the recommendations developed and identified from past 

and current JBSA JLUSes.  In those instances where further critical action [i.e. develop 

critical action plans and identify financial resources] and to direct those resources 

towards carrying out those recommendations in the region.  AACOG proposed to work 

with the regional partners across a range of activity areas to carry out these 

recommendations—including through the pursuit of legislative changes that may 

enhance the region’s ability to undertake and carryout land use and military 

compatibility planning issues. 

 
AACOG Board of Directors - JBSA Ex-Officio member 
 
In April 2016, the AACOG Board of Directors amended their governing bylaws to 

expand representation on the board of directors for a representative from Joint Base 

San Antonio (JBSA) to serve as an ex-officio non-voting member to represent military 

installations and personnel.   

 
The subsequent month, JBSA was represented by Colonel Mark A. Lee, Vice 

Commander 502d Air Base Wing and Joint Base San Antonio.  AACOG’s actions were 

the first by a public-sector entity in the Alamo Region to formally extend a representative 

seat to representatives of the military.   
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AETC Commander’s Civic Leader Group 
 
Diane Rath (AACOG Executive Director) was nominated by Gen. Robert LaBrutta in 

November 2015 to represent the 502 ABW; and she was subsequently appointed in 

March 2016.   

 
The AETC Commander's Civic Leader Group was formed in 2003 as a means for open 

dialogue between influential opinion leaders from local areas surrounding AETC bases 

or bases where AETC has a tenant unit.  The purpose of the Group is two-fold:   

1. Provide important information on the Air Force and AETC missions to our civilian 

partners; and 

2. Obtain feedback from influential leaders about issues that have potential of to 

affect our missions.  It is a means of enhancing public advocacy and 

understanding. 

 
Road Construction Access for JBSA via Harry Wurzbach 
 
AACOG is working in partnership with JBSA, Fort Sam Houston Independent School 

District (FSHISD), and the city of San Antonio to avoid and resolve a potentially 

disastrous situation at the FSHISD and on post by providing access to Rittiman Road 

across John James Park.  The estimated cost of construction is $2M.  JBSA does not 

have funds for the military construction budget it would require; however, FSHISD will 

contribute $150,000 toward design services from their limited school funds.  In addition, 

the request from the school district is supported by the Commander of JBSA, General 

Pringle. 
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This road is the only egress for school personnel, the residents of the Housing Area, the 

Fort Sam Houston Youth Activities Center, and the National Guard Facility.  It is being 

designed and planned as a limited access road from Rittiman across the Park to provide 

emergency access and access for very large school events with large crowds, such as 

football games.  If there is an incident we could have a tragic situation. 

 
JBSA P4 Quarterly meetings at AACOG 
 
JBSA Public/Public/Public/Private (P4) Community Partnership Initiative allows JBSA 

and the 502nd Air Base Wing to enter into partnerships in the community to provide, 

receive or share installation support services for many of its municipal and morale, 

welfare and recreation functions.  The P4 initiative includes several programs that 

provide resources, training and job skills for transitioning service members seeking 

employment in the civilian workforce.  In particular, to enhance the services of the 

Department of Defense Transition Assistance Program, which provides information and 

training to active-duty members who are transitioning out of the military, whether it’s 

pursuing additional education, looking for a job in a civilian career field or starting their 

own business. 

 
The P4 initiative has enabled JBSA to reach out to businesses and organizations within 

the community to provide opportunities for transitioning service members.  Companies 

participating in the Career Skills Program include: 

 
 Holt Cat, which sells and services Caterpillar heavy equipment, engines and 

generators for construction, mining, industrial, petroleum and agricultural 

applications.  It was the first company to participate in the Career Skills Program, 
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providing training in their state-of-the-art facility in San Antonio and jobs that pay 

a living wage.  

 Accenture, a professional services company; and  

 Tenet Health, a network of medical facilities that provide services including 

wellness, primary care, urgent care, outpatient surgery, rehabilitation and acute 

hospital care. 

 Solar Ready Vets, a Department of Energy program that trains service members 

for careers in the solar energy field, will begin in the fall at St. Philip’s College. 

The program is being offered to transitioning service members through an 

agreement between JBSA and Alamo Colleges.  

 
Other Recent P4 Successes include: 

 Mass Transportation Benefit Program – with four P4 Community Partners to 

establish a JBSA Rideshare and Commuter Center. 

 Completed 2015 Air Show & Open House – attended by 266,000 guests and 

rated the “Best Airshow for 2015” by Thunderbirds who also scheduled 2017 Air 

Show at JBSA in November 2017. 

 Workplace Development & Transition – Hosted JBSA Transition Summit with US 

Chamber of Commerce and signed MOA with Holt/Caterpillar for Career Skills 

Development program.   

 Libraries Program - Received donation of E-Readers from Bexar County 

BiblioTech at Fort Sam Houston Library per Memorandum of Agreement. 

 
MTTF (Military Transformation Task Force 
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The MTTF is a City of San Antonio, Bexar County, and Greater San Antonio Chamber 

of Commerce initiative to share information, assist the military in implementing BRAC, 

address any impacts on the community and leverage BRAC to strengthen our economy 

and revitalize our neighborhoods.  

 
Providing Services 

 
AACOG Alamo Call-a-Ride-4-Vets 
 
The “Alamo Call-a-Ride 4 Vets” (CARV) grant program provides fund transportation and 

scheduling for rides, as well as for travel training and options counseling for Veterans 

and their families on transportation and other community-based resources.  It is 

designed to serve the Veterans, spouses, eligible children, and surviving spouses of 

Veterans that reside in the 13-county Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) 

region.  Specifically, it provides: door-to-door transportation/ride scheduling for Veterans 

and eligible family members for medical appointments, employment, education, grocery 

shopping, and other essential transportation needs; education and information on 

utilizing long-term community transportation providers; outreach, options counseling and 

advocacy related to other social service needs, including partnering with Veteran 

Service Officers and Veteran Service Agencies to link Veterans to community supports 

to support non-transportation needs; travel training that support long-term independent 

mobility through either individual training or group public transportation familiarization 

workshops.   

 
Travel training is short-term instruction designed to teach clients how to travel safely 

and independently on the accessible public transportation systems.  The goal of travel 
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training is to enable and empower clients to travel independently using a regularly 

visited destination and back.   

 
The need for travel training emerged from the AACOG experience in supporting 

veterans and family members with two past Texas Veterans Commission Fund for 

Veterans’ Assistance (TVC) transportation grants and is based on the following findings: 

the funding needed to provide transportation for veteran clients by a variety of means, 

including private vendors (such as taxis) is beyond the capabilities of city, state, and 

non-profit agency funding services; the senior ride co-ops and other transportation 

vendors for persons over 60 and persons with disability have limited capability to 

provide short-notice rides to clients; many veterans and family members are not eligible 

(due to age or health) for paratransit and senior ride services.   

 
AACOG Home for Texas Heroes 
 
Homes for Texas Heroes assists veterans, spouses and dependents with accessibility 

home modifications, rehabilitation and repairs to their homes and to support long-term 

stability of veterans and their families.  The project provides eligible veterans and their 

dependents, living in a 13 county region, with accessibility home modifications, 

rehabilitation and home repairs, to include roofing, flooring, electrical and plumbing 

repairs.  The agency was able to assist 82 clients with a total of 38 projects completed.   

 
While home modification and accessibility services are available, on a limited basis in 

our region, most times the cost is prohibitive to those living on a fixed retirement 

income.  Through Homes for Texas Heroes funding, AACOG is able to perform a variety 
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of home modifications, like ramps, walk in showers, etc., that are traditionally not eligible 

projects for other funding.   

 
The Homes for Texas Heroes is also unique in that AACOG is able to leverage its 

extensive experience in weatherization programs and offset any additional training or 

equipment costs.  Through this cost saving, funds can be utilized for direct services to 

clients.  In addition, existing program services in the area are based solely on income 

qualifications.  Homes for Texas Heroes is focused on helping veterans and dependents 

in need and the primarily eligibility is military service and disability status. 
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November 19, 2016 

Military Affairs Committee — Altus Trophy 
Attn: Dr. Joe Leverett 
Altus Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 518 
Altus, OK 73522 

Dear Mr. Leverett, 

It is my honor and privilege on behalf of the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce to 
recommend San Antonio, Texas, for the prestigious 2016 U.S. Air Force Education 
Training Command Altus Trophy. 

Serving a region with a proud, longstanding military tradition encompassing more than 
12,000 square miles and home to approximately 2.5 million people across 13 counties 
in South Central Texas, San Antonio is uniquely qualified to receive the Altus Trophy. 

San Antonio is the nation’s 7th largest city, commonly known as “Military City USA” due 
to its close working relationship and rapport with our military neighbors throughout Joint 
Base San Antonio (JBSA).  

For over 43 years, the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce has hosted the annual 
Celebrate America’s Military (CAM) events in November. This is the nation’s longest 
standing salute to the Armed Services and their families where multiple events are held 
within a two to three-week period to celebrate them and honor their service and sacrifice 
to the Nation. We are also host to a robust and active Military Affairs Council (MAC), 
which advocates and promotes for mission readiness and resource allocation in order to 
ensure a continued military presence in San Antonio for many years to come. 
Additionally, we are honored to include Lt Gen Roberson, Commander of the Air 
Education and Training Command, as a member of our Chamber Board of Directors. 
Through our MAC, we continue to advocate for solutions to encroachment, expanding 
the Air Force Missions through new equipment and resources, supporting the important 
Impact Aid within our base schools, and identifying mission critical gaps where our 
private and public businesses can best support our local installations. 
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The U.S. Air Force, which serves as the leading agency for JBSA, identified challenges 
this year with access to reliable water supply sources at its installations. Stepping up to 
help our military neighbors, the Alamo Area Council of Governments, the City of San 
Antonio, the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, and multiple other community and 
business leaders led efforts to advocate and successfully secure a $5 million Defense 
Economic Adjustment Economic Assistance Grant (DEEAG) from the Texas Governor’s 
Office. The project involves new water connections for JBSA. 

The Military and Veteran Community Collaborative (MVCC) and the Military 
Transformation Task Force (MTTF) were entities that were borne out of Chamber efforts 
to ensure our Military partners stay in the great city of San Antonio and are supported 
while in uniform, as well as transitioning into Civilian life.  Multiple community and 
business partners strive to support by offering further assistance for our service 
members through organizations such as AACOG’s Alamo Service Connection, which 
helped more than 3,000 veterans with information, resources and referrals last year. 

In conclusion, it’s evident that San Antonio has served as a quintessential champion of 
the military community throughout all of Joint Base San Antonio, both through its close 
partnership with our Active Duty, Reserve and Guard components, as well as with its 
support of Veterans and their Families. Thank you for your consideration in bestowing 
San Antonio, Texas with the honor of receiving the 2016 Altus Trophy.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Richard Perez 

President and CEO 
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November 17, 2016 
 
Military Affairs Committee — Altus Trophy 
Attn: Dr. Joe Leverett 
Altus Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 518 
Altus OK 73522 
 
Dear Mr. Leverett, 
 
It is my honor and privilege on behalf of the National Association of Development Organizations 
(NADO) to recommend the Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) for the prestigious 2016 
U.S. Air Force Education Training Command Altus Trophy.  Serving a region with a proud, 
longstanding military tradition encompassing more than 12,000 square miles and home to 
approximately 2.5 million people across 13 counties in South Central Texas, AACOG is strategically 
and uniquely qualified for the Altus Trophy. 
 
NADO is a membership association of the country’s regional development organizations, or RDOs.  
"RDO” is a term used to describe the organizations making up the national network of over 540 
multi-jurisdictional planning and development agencies throughout the country.  These entities 
work to improve local and regional quality of life by promoting economic and community 
development through place-based strategies in the areas of housing, transportation, infrastructure, 
workforce development, entrepreneurship, disaster resilience, aging services and other sectors.  
The Alamo Area Council of Governments is one of our most effective and resourceful members, and 
was recently awarded a 2016 NADO Innovation Award for the same project under consideration for 
the Altus Trophy.       
 
AACOG’s anchor is the city of San Antonio, the nation’s 7th largest and commonly known as “Military 
City USA” due to its close working relationship and rapport with the official military representative 
agency, Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA), whose commander is a member of AACOG’s Board of 
Directors.  The U.S. Air Force is the leading agency for JBSA, which identified challenges this year 
with access to reliable water supply sources at its installations. Stepping up to help our military 
neighbors, AACOG teamed up with the City of San Antonio to successfully secure a $5 million 
Defense Economic Adjustment Economic Assistance Grant (DEEAG) from the Texas Governor’s 
Office. The project involves new water connections for JBSA. 
 
Creating and maintaining strong ties with the veteran community is one of AACOG’s core missions. 
Many services are offered through its Veteran Services Coordination program, funded in part by the 
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Texas Veterans Commission.  The Call-A-Ride 4 Vets program, which provides free transportation to 
veterans and their families, is one example. Another is Homes 4 Texas Heroes, which provides home 
improvement projects to disabled veterans and their families at no cost to them. The Alamo 
Caregiver Empowerment program offers veterans an array of support services, such as respite care, 
personal care and stress management. Additionally, AACOG connects with veterans through 
community partnerships with entities such as the Military and Veteran Community Collaborative 
and the San Antonio Coalition for Veterans and Families. Further assistance is provided through the 
Alamo Service Connection, which helped more than 3,000 veterans with information, resources and 
referrals last year. 
 
In conclusion, it’s evident that AACOG has demonstrated serving as a quintessential champion of 
the military community across the Alamo region, both through its close partnership with JBSA as 
well as with its support of veterans and their families. Thank you for your consideration in 
bestowing AACOG with the honor of receiving the 2016 Altus Trophy. Should you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at jmckinney@nado.org or 202.624.5947. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Joe McKinney 
Executive Director 
National Association of Development Organizations 
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NELSON W. WOLFF
COUNTY JUDGE

PAUL ELIZONDO TOWER
101 W. NUEVA STREET, SUITE 1019
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 7 8205-3482
(210)335-1326 • FAX (210) 335-2926

Email - ntvolff@bexar.org

November 14, 2016

Military Affairs Committee — Altus Trophy
Attn: Dr. Joe Leverett
Altus Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 51$
Altus OK 73522

Dear Mr. Leverett,

It is my honor and privilege on behalf of Bexar County to recommend the Alamo Area Council
of Governments (AACOG) for the prestigious 2016 U.S. Air Force Education Training
Command Altus Trophy.

Serving a region with a proud, longstanding military tradition encompassing more than 12,000
square miles and home to approximately 2.5 million people across 13 counties in South Central
Texas, AACOG is strategically and uniquely qualified for the Altus Trophy.

The organization’s anchor is the city of San Antonio, the nation’s 7th largest and commonly
known as “Military City USA” due to its close working relationship and rapport with the official
military representative agency, Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA), whose commander is a member
of AACOG’s Board of Directors.

The U.S. Air Force is the leading agency for JBSA, which identified challenges this year with
access to reliable water supply sources at its installations. Stepping up to help our military
neighbors, AACOG teamed up with the City of San Antonio to successfully secure a $5 million
Defense Economic Adjustment Economic Assistance Grant (DEEAG) from the Texas
Governor’s Office. The project involves new water connections for JBSA.

Creating and maintaining strong ties with the veteran conmmnity is one of AACOG’s core
missions. Many services are offered through its Veteran Services Coordination program, funded
in part by the Texas Veterans Commission.
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Page Two
RE: AACOG
November 14, 2016

The Call-A-Ride 4 Vets program, which provides free transportation to veterans and their
families, is one example. Another is Homes 4 Texas Heroes, which provides home improvement
projects to disabled veterans and their families at no cost to them. The Alamo Caregiver
Empowerment program offers veterans an array of support services, such as respite care,
personal care and stress management. Additionally, AACOG connects with veterans through
community partnerships with entities such as the Military and Veteran Community Collaborative
and the San Antonio Coalition for Veterans and Families. Further assistance is provided through
the Alamo Service Connection, which helped more than 3,000 veterans with information,
resources and referrals last year.

In conclusion, it’s evident that AACOG has demonstrated serving as a quintessential champion
of the military community across the Alamo region, both through its close partnership with
JBSA as well as with its support of veterans and their families. Thank you for your consideration
in bestowing AACOG with the honor of receiving the 2016 Altus Trophy. Should you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (210) 335-1326 or nwo1ffbexar.org.

Sincerely,
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San Antonio Metropolitan Region 
 
San Antonio is one of the fastest growing cities in the country with a population of 1.4 

million and expected growth of 6.34% by 2020. Historically San Antonio has been best 

known for the Alamo, but in recent decades is getting recognition for its healthcare and 

biomedicine research, hospitality and tourism, and manufacturing. Recently selected as 

one of the top cities in the country for millennials due to numerous factors, but 

especially job availability; San Antonio is a great community whether you are retired, 

raising a family, or just getting started as a young professional. The military’s history has 

been threaded alongside San Antonio’s and we are proud to be home to Joint Base San 

Antonio. 

 
Joint Base San Antonio  
 
On Nov. 9, 2005, President George W. Bush endorsed the recommendations of the 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) and signed them into law.  One of 

the recommendations called for the implementation of joint basing.  Joint basing 

involved a single entity that managed the support functions of two or more adjacent 

Department of Defense installations.  The commission felt that combined support 

functions eliminated duplicated efforts and created a single efficient organization.   

 
For San Antonio, the commission recommended joint basing for the three major 

installations around the city; Fort Sam Houston, Lackland AFB and Randolph AFB.  On 

Aug. 1, 2009, the Air Force activated the 502d ABW to perform the vital joint base 

support mission.  Because of its central location in San Antonio and Bexar County, 

Texas, the Air Force activated the wing at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston.  The wing gradually 
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built its staff over the next few months, while it coordinated with the support functions at 

Fort Sam Houston, Lackland AFB, and Randolph AFB, in anticipation of JBSA achieving 

Initial Operational Capability (IOC).  When IOC occurred, the 502d ABW assumed 

responsibility for the installation support mission.  On Jan. 31, 2010, the 502d ABW 

became the host unit at Lackland and Randolph from the 37th Training Wing and 12th 

Flying Training Wing, respectively, and on April 30, 2010 the wing became the host unit.   

 
To date, Joint Base San Antonio is: 

 The largest organization within the Department of Defense. 

 Includes 3 primary locations, 8 other operating locations and more than 266 

mission partners.  

 USAF’s largest Med Wing. 

 DoD’s only burn unit and Level 1 trauma center. 

 100% of Combat Medics – all Services. 

 100% of Enlisted Airmen Basic Training. 

 AETC’s on 24/7 joint-use airfield (City Partnership). 

 100% of C-5M Flying Training. 

 
To ensure success, JBSA has a diverse population of the following: 
 
Permanent Party Military 27,235 
Students / Basic Training 18,800 
Reserves / National Guard 9,725 
International Military Students 1,376 

Total Military 55,760 
  
Civilians 31,624 
Retirees 84,425 
Veterans 211,299 
Dependents 65,915 
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Total Personnel 449,003 
 
With 266 Mission Partners, JBSA is home to the following Senior Mission Partners: 

 
 

 US Army North 

(Senior Army Commander) 

 Navy Medicine Education & Training Command 

(Senior Navy Commander) 

 Air Education and Training Command 

(Senior Air Force Commander) 

 Installation Management Command Headquarters (Army) 

 US Army Medical Command 

 
 

 Army Medical Department Center & School 

 Regional Health Command – Central (Army) 

 Air Force installation & Mission Support Center 

 59th Medical Wing 

 Air Force Personnel Center 

 Air Force Recruiting Service 

 US Army South 

 19th Air Force 

 24th Air Force 

 25th Air Force 
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 Mission & Installation Contracting Command 

 Brooke Army Medical Center 

 
 

 37th Training Wing 

 12th Flying Training Wing 

 149th Fighter Wing 

 433rd Airlift Wing 

 Medical Education & Training Campus 

 

As you can imagine, JBSA’s economic impact is significant.  This is not only true for 

San Antonio, but for the State of Texas as a whole.  JBSA accounts for 36% of the 

military economic impact of Texas.   

 
San Antonio (Direct Impact) $15.5 Billion 

Contract Expenditures $3.7 Billion 
Value of Jobs Created $2.0 Billion 
JBSA Total Payroll $9.8 Billion 
  

State of Texas $137 Billion 
JBSA $49 Billion 
Other Texas Military Installations $88 Billion 

Source: FY15 Military contribution to the CoSA – Texas Military Preparedness Commission 
             FY15 Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
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Joint Base San Antonio 
Fort Sam Houston 

 
 
 

JBSA-Fort Sam Houston has been a fixture in San Antonio, Texas since 1876 when 

construction began on the historic Quadrangle. Until 1890 the installation was known 

simply as The Post at San Antonio when it was named for the iconic Texan. Since 

inception Fort Sam Houston has played a key role in homeland defense and in 

operations abroad from World War I to the present day. In addition, it is the birthplace of 

military aviation and evolved into the “Home of Army Medicine” after World War II and 

into the “Home of Military Medicine” with the establishment of the Medical Education 

and Training Campus in 2010.  Today, the JBSA-Fort Sam Houston is home to over 100 

mission partners. 

 
U.S. Army North (USARNORTH) 

USARNORTH is the dedicated Army Service Component Command to U.S. Northern 

Command, the unified command responsible for defending the U.S. homeland and 

coordinating defense support of civil authorities.  

 
Army Installation Management Command (IMCOM) 

The IMCOM mission is to provide Soldiers, Civilians and their Families with a quality of 

life commensurate with the quality of their service. It supports more than 76,000 
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dedicated professionals worldwide who deliver installation services and facilities support 

to enable a ready and resilient Army. 

 
Army Medical Command (MEDCOM) 

MEDCOM provides responsive and reliable health services and influences health to 

improve readiness, save lives, and advance wellness in support of the Force, Military 

Families, and all those entrusted to their care. 

 
U.S. Army South (USARSOUTH) 

USARSOUTH conducts and supports multinational operations and security cooperation 

in the U.S. Southern Command area of responsibility in order to counter transnational 

threats and strengthen regional security in defense of the homeland. 

 
Navy Medicine Education and Training Command (NMETC) 

NMETC enables career-long growth and development through professional and 

occupational education and training to support Navy Medicine and operational forces. 

 
Medical Education and Training Campus (METC) 

With over 50 medical programs, and 21,000 graduates a year, METC is a tri-service 

state-of-the-art DoD healthcare education campus that trains enlisted medical 

personnel. 

 
Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC)  

BAMC is an Army command that provides inpatient care, outpatient care, and advanced 

rehabilitative services at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston.  At the center of the command is the 
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hospital component, the San Antonio Military Medical Center (SAMMC).  It is staffed by 

an integrated team of joint military personnel, Civilians, Contractors and Volunteers.   

 

 

 

Joint Base San Antonio 
Lackland 

 
 
 
 
 
JBSA-Lackland is located in southwest San Antonio, Texas.  In June 1942, the War 

Department separated part of Kelly Field and made it an independent installation which 

was designated as Lackland Field in July 1947. JBSA-Lackland is the sole location for 

enlisted basic military training and has long been known as known as the Gateway to 

the Air Force. Today JBSA-Lackland is home to the Twenty-Fourth and Twenty-Fifth Air 

Forces, the 37th Training Wing (37 TRW), the 59th Medical Wing (59 MDW) and over 

sixty other mission partners.  

 
Twenty-Fourth Air Force (24 AF) 

24 AF executes full spectrum cyberspace operations to ensure friendly forces maintain 

a warfighting advantage. The 24 AF was activated at JBSA-Lackland in Aug. 2009, In 

2010, 24 AF added Air Forces Cyber (AFCYBER) to its designation to highlight its role 

as the service component to United States Cyber Command and in 2013 Air Forces 

Cyber took on the role of Joint Force Headquarters - Cyber, a command and control 

authority for directing joint cyber forces. 
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Twenty-Fifth Air Force (25 AF) 

The 25 AF mission is to deliver decisive advantage by providing and operating 

integrated, cross-domain Intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) 

capabilities in concert with service, joint, national and international partners. 25 AF was 

establish in 1948 as the USAF Security Service in Washington, D.C. Operating under 

several designations over the years, 25 AF moved to Brooks AFB in San Antonio in 

1949, then to Kelly AFB in 1953.  Kelly became an annex of JBSA-Lackland in 2001. 

 
37th Training Wing (37 TRW) 

The 37 TRW is the largest training wing in the U.S. Air Force and graduates more than 

80,000 students annually. These missions include basic military training of all enlisted 

recruits of the Air Force, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard; as well as technical, 

medical, and language training for both U.S. and international students.   

 
59th Medical Wing (59 MDW) 

The 59 MDW is the Air Force's premier health care, medical education and research, 

and readiness organization. Its mission is to optimize readiness and patient-centered 

care through collaborative health delivery, education, training, and research. The 59th 

MDW operates with a $270 million budget, and a staff of 6,000 military, civilian, and 

contract personnel. 

  

65



 

 

 
Joint Base San Antonio 

Randolph 
 
 
 
 
 
JBSA-Randolph is located in Universal City, Texas, just outside of San Antonio in Bexar 

County. Operational since 1931, JBSA-Randolph has long been regarded as a 

showplace of the Air Force and at one time was referred to as the West Point of the Air 

because of its legacy of aeronautical training. Today JBSA-Randolph is home to Air 

Education and Training Command (AETC), the 12th Flying Training Wing (12 FTW), the 

Air Force Personnel Center (AFPC), and the Air Force Recruiting Service (AFRS) and 

nearly thirty other mission partners.  

 
Air Education and Training Command (AETC) 

AETC’s mission to recruit, train and educate Airmen to deliver airpower for America 

makes it the first command to touch the lives of nearly every Air Force member. AETC 

was activated in January 1942 as the Army Air Corps Flying Training Command with 

headquarters in several locations over the years until arriving at JBSA-Randolph in 

1957. Since inception, more than 25 million students have graduated from AETC 

training and education programs. 

 
12th Flying Training Wing (12 FTW) 

The 12th Flying Training Wing is responsible for combat systems officer training, pilot 

instructor training, as well as remotely piloted aircraft pilot and basic sensor operator 
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training and serves as the single screening point for all hopeful aviators. The wing was 

activated on Nov. 1, 1950 as a fighter wing. Between 1950 and 1971 the wing 

performed strategic and tactical fighter operations at locations in Georgia, Texas, 

Florida, and Vietnam. In 1972 the wing was redesignated as a flying training wing and 

was stationed at JBSA-Randolph. 

 
Air Force Personnel Center (AFPC)  

Established April 1, 1963, AFPC carries out the programs covering all life cycles of 

military and civilian personnel for the Air Force, and manages services programs for 

Airmen and families. In 2012 the Air Force consolidated AFPC, the Air Force Manpower 

Agency and the Air Force Services Agency as part of an initiative to streamline 

processes, identify efficiencies, and reduce overhead.  

 
Air Force Recruiting Service (AFRS) 

The mission of AFRS is to inspire, engage, and recruit the brightest, most competitive 

and diverse men and women for service in America's Air Force. When the Air Force 

became a separate service in 1947 the Army and Air Force conducted a joint recruiting 

program.  The Air Force assumed responsibility for its own recruiting in 1954 and AFRS 

was activated on July 8, 1959. In 1965, AFRS moved to its present location at JBSA-

Randolph.  
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Building Relationships 

 
Since 1967, the Alamo Area Council of Governments has endeavored to build lasting 

and relevant relationships.  One element that is part of that equation is AACOG’s 

relationship with our military partners.  Most recently, AACOG’s board of directors took 

the step to formalize the relationship.  In April 2016, the AACOG Board of Directors 

amended their governing bylaws to expand representation on the board of directors for 

a representative from Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) to serve as an ex-officio non-

voting member to represent military installations and personnel.   

 
The subsequent month, JBSA was represented by Colonel Mark A. Lee, Vice 

Commander 502d Air Base Wing and Joint Base San Antonio.  AACOG’s actions were 

the first by a public-sector entity in the Alamo Region to formally extend a representative 

seat to representatives of the military.  In that continued spirit, AACOG continues to 

build lasting relationships with our community partners and the military through various 

avenues.  The following are significant examples of the strong bond between AACOG 

and our military community; particularly by identifying opportunities where AACOG can 

be an active participant through membership of specific committees, task forces, or non-

profit organizations. 

 
JBSA P4 Quarterly meetings at AACOG 

 
JBSA Public/Public/Public/Private (P4) Community Partnership Initiative allows JBSA 

and the 502nd Air Base Wing to enter into partnerships in the community to provide, 

receive or share installation support services for many of its municipal and morale, 
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welfare and recreation functions.  The P4 initiative includes several programs that 

provide resources, training and job skills for transitioning service members seeking 

employment in the civilian workforce.  In particular, to enhance the services of the 

Department of Defense Transition Assistance Program, which provides information and 

training to active-duty members who are transitioning out of the military, whether it’s 

pursuing additional education, looking for a job in a civilian career field or starting their 

own business. 

 
The P4 initiative has enabled JBSA to reach out to businesses and organizations within 

the community to provide opportunities for transitioning service members.  Companies 

participating in the Career Skills Program include: 

 
 Holt Cat, which sells and services Caterpillar heavy equipment, engines and 

generators for construction, mining, industrial, petroleum and agricultural 

applications.  It was the first company to participate in the Career Skills Program, 

providing training in their state-of-the-art facility in San Antonio and jobs that pay 

a living wage.  

 Accenture, a professional services company; and  

 Tenet Health, a network of medical facilities that provide services including 

wellness, primary care, urgent care, outpatient surgery, rehabilitation and acute 

hospital care. 

 Solar Ready Vets, a Department of Energy program that trains service members 

for careers in the solar energy field, will begin in the fall at St. Philip’s College. 
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The program is being offered to transitioning service members through an 

agreement between JBSA and Alamo Colleges.  

 
Other Recent P4 Successes include: 

 Mass Transportation Benefit Program – with four P4 Community Partners (VIA 

Metropolitan Transit, AACOG, Enterprise Rent A Car, vRide Inc. and JBSA) to 

establish a JBSA Rideshare and Commuter Center. 

 Completed 2015 Air Show & Open House – attended by 266,000 guests and 

rated the “Best Airshow for 2015” by Thunderbirds who also scheduled 2017 Air 

Show at JBSA in November 2017. 

 Workplace Development & Transition – Hosted JBSA Transition Summit with US 

Chamber of Commerce and signed MOA with Holt/Caterpillar for Career Skills 

Development program.   

 Libraries Program - Received donation of E-Readers from Bexar County 

BiblioTech at Fort Sam Houston Library per Memorandum of Agreement. 

 
MTTF (Military Transformation Task Force)  

 
The MTTF is a City of San Antonio, Bexar County, and Greater San Antonio Chamber 

of Commerce initiative to share information, assist the military in implementing BRAC, 

address any impacts on the community and leverage BRAC to strengthen our economy 

and revitalize our neighborhoods. 

 
MVCC (Military & Veterans Community Collaborative) 
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Acknowledging that a coordinated effort was needed in order to meet this goal, MVCC 

began in June 2013 as an informal partnership of the Alamo Area Council of 

Governments (AACOG), San Antonio Area Foundation (Area Foundation), San Antonio 

Chamber of Commerce, San Antonio Coalition for Veterans and Families (SACVF), and 

ex officio members of Joint Base San Antonio representing military and federal support 

personnel. Hundreds of individuals from over 125 organizations and businesses 

representing all major community stakeholders have been involved in this effort.  

 
In June 2015 this effort was formalized with the incorporation of MVCC as a registered 

Texas corporation and a 501(c)3 IRS-approved nonprofit organization.  In early 2016 

the first Executive Director was hired, and through support from the San Antonio Area 

Foundation and Saint Philip's College, offices were opened in April of that year.  The 

Military and Veteran Community Collaborative (MVCC) coordinates to link former and 

current military, veterans, and their families with the Alamo region and its resources.   
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2015 JBSA Air Show, Open House showcases AF
missions to local community
By Senior Airman Alexandria Slade | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | November 01, 2015

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
More than 250,000 people attended the 2015
Joint Base San Antonio Air Show and Open
House Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 to witness military
and civilian aerial acrobatics, learn about
various static aircraft displays and interact with
JBSA military members at JBSA-Randolph.

Highlights of the event included performances
from the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds air
demonstration team, the U.S. Army Golden
Knights and Air Force Wings of Blue parachute
teams. The ability to view static displays,
showcasing the evolution of joint air power
and advancements in technology that have
occurred throughout Air Force history, was
also a huge draw for the two-day event.

“This air show and open house was an
opportunity for everyone in the San Antonio
community to witness the jobs we do every
day,” Brig. Gen. Bob LaBrutta, 502nd Air Base
Wing and JBSA commander, said. “Through
this event we were able to demonstrate what
the Air Force does for our nation and to give
back to the community that supports us so
well.”

Accomplishing the flying mission for JBSA-
Randolph for more than 80 years, the 12th Flying Training Wing showcased its Airmen and connected
visitors with the various flying training missions performed daily in the defense of the nation.

“Air shows are a thank you to our community and its leaders that sustain our mission and our
Airmen every day,” Col. Matthew Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing commander, said. “This event says
thank you to the families who have given their children to serve our country and helps us recruit
those who will serve in the future.”

The various static displays that were available for air show attendees to explore included the F-22
Raptor, A-10 Thunderbolt II, F-35 Lightning II, the C-5 Galaxy and the C-17 Globemaster III. Aircrew
members for each aircraft were also on hand to answer questions.

Volunteers from throughout JBSA planned and prepared for months leading up to the air show and
open house in order to ensure its success. 
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Visitors take their photo in front of an A-10 Thunderbolt
II during the Joint Base San Antonio Air Show and Open
House Oct. 31, 2015, at JBSA-Randolph, Texas. Air
shows allow the Air Force to display the capabilities of
our aircraft to the American taxpayer through aerial
demonstrations and static displays. JBSA-Randolph’s air
show allowed attendees to get up close and personal to
see some of the equipment and aircraft used by the U.S.
military today. (Photo by Airman 1st Class Stormy
Archer)
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To view videos and more photos from the 2015 JBSA Air Show and Open House, follow JBSA-
Randolph at the following social media outlets:

Facebook and Twitter at JBSARandolph

Youtube at JointBaseSanAntonio
Flickr at JBSAPublicAffairs
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Bexar County passes resolution to adopt 2015 JLUS and
recommendations
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | February 02, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Bexar County became Joint Base San Antonio’s
newest partner in resolving incompatible
development near military locations by
adopting the 2015 JBSA-Randolph Joint Land
Use Study. 

In a public meeting at the Bexar County
courthouse Jan. 26, the Bexar County
Commissioner’s Court unanimously passed a
resolution adopting the 2015 JLUS and its
recommendations toward supporting the 12th
Flying Training Wing’s mission in the future.

“We are happy to support the flying mission at
JBSA-Randolph and encourage compatible
development that helps the military and the
county,” said Tommy Calvert, Bexar County
commissioner for Precinct 4.  “Randolph is an
important part of our community and
contributes over $1 billion to the local
economy.”

Completed in July 2015 and funded by the
Department of Defense and the Office of
Economic Adjustment, with contributions from
Bexar County, the JLUS fosters open
communication between military locations and
community partners to find solutions for issues concerning both parties, such as plans for residential
developments near airfields with high noise levels.

JBSA is proud to continue to work with the local community to solve these issues and looks forward
to more cooperation in the future.  Bexar County has been a strong advocate in supporting the
military mission, and signing this resolution reflects their continued dedication and support, said Meg
Reyes, JBSA Installation Encroachment Manager.

Cities around JBSA-Randolph have also been showing their support for the mission. The cities of
Schertz, Live Oak, and Selma have all adopted the JLUS and its recommendations with resolutions
that passed unanimously.

“I’m proud to help Bexar County promote future growth for JBSA-Randolph and the cities around it
by adopting the Joint Land Use Study. It’s an honor to work with and support our military,” Calvert
said.
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Col. Matt Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing commander,
thanks the Bexar County Commissioner’s Court for their
support during its meeting at the Bexar County
Courthouse Jan. 26, 2016. The commissioner’s court
passed a resolution adopting the Joint Land Use Study
to promote compatible land use between the county and
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. (Photo by 2nd Lt.
Avery Larkin)
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JBSA-Randolph hosts town hall discussing land near
runways
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | February 09, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Landowners around Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph gathered with leadership from the
12th Flying Training Wing at Converse City Hall
Feb. 1 for a town hall to discuss concerns
regarding land near the base’s runways.

The town hall provided an opportunity for
community members to discuss recent updates
to the JBSA-Randolph Air Installation
Compatible Use Zones Study with base
representatives and ask how their land may be
affected.

“We wanted to provide an opportunity for
local residents to come and ask questions or
voice any concerns they might have,” said Col.
Matt Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing
commander. “Our mission success depends on
the support of the community, and Military
City USA provides incredible support to our
mission, Airmen, and their families.  We are
committed to safety, open communications,
and transparency in working with our
neighbors and community leaders to keep our
flight operations compatible with development
ongoing around the base.  Open and active
lines of communication between the base and local residents is crucial to that success.”

In October 2015, JBSA sent letters to landowners with property near the runways to inform them
that an update to the 2008 JBSA-Randolph AICUZ Study found their land to be located in a clear
zone.

A clear zone is one of three safety zones defined by the Department of Defense AICUZ program.
Clear zones extend out 3,000 feet from the runway and run 1,500 feet to either side of the runway
centerline. Prior to the update, the JBSA-Randolph AICUZ clear zones only showed land within the
installation’s boundaries. 

“We are actively engaging property owners with land in the clear zones to make sure they are
informed about the AICUZ update and have the most up to date information,” said Lt. Col. Robin
Baldwin, the 12th Flying Training Wing Community Initiatives director. “We want property owners to
know that we take several precautions to make our operations as safe as possible, especially in areas
near the runways.”
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Col. Matt Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing commander,
speaks with landowners at a town hall Feb. 1 at
Converse City Hall to talk about land near the runways
at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. The meeting gave
landowners the opportunity to speak with JBSA-
Randolph representatives and discuss options for
possible land development. (Photo by 2nd Lt. Avery
Larkin)
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Since the update, JBSA-Randolph representatives have been in continuous contact with members of
the community. Local governments have passed resolutions adopting compatible land use
recommendations and expressed support for efforts to keep their communities safe.

“The safety of the community is very important to us. At the end of the day, if there is an aircraft
mishap, I would much rather it occur in a field than near a house or a school. There is absolutely no
excuse for that scenario if there’s something we could have done to prevent it,” Isler said.

For more information on updates to the JSBA-Randolph AICUZ, call the 12th Flying Training Wing Community
Initiatives Office at 210-652-2144 or visit http://www.jbsa.mil/Resources/HomeBuyers.aspx.
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JBSA, community officials adapt to city growth
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | January 21, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Every day, more than 80,000 people go to work
at one of 11 military locations across Joint
Base San Antonio, which has become a key
part of the San Antonio community.
San Antonio has grown substantially in the past
10 years, spurring rapid development that is
consistently edging closer to the boundaries of
its military bases.
“As communities around military locations
continue to grow, the military has to make sure
training is still effective when considering
development and land use in the local area,”
said Meg Reyes, JBSA installation
encroachment manager. “Things such as bright
lights or bird attractants close to military
boundaries can hinder certain types of training
and possibly affect sustainability of the
military’s long-term mission.”
Both local and military officials are already
working to find mutual solutions. JBSA
recently worked with specialists from Marstel
Day, a conservation and consulting firm, to
host training on the Department of Defense’s
Readiness and Environmental Protection
Integration Program Jan. 11-15.
The program is a tool used to reduce
incompatible development near military
locations by helping to resolve land use
conflicts that threaten military capabilities. The program accomplishes this by working with local
organizations, businesses and governments to find innovative solutions that benefit all parties
involved.
Attendees at the training included representatives from the Air Force Civil Engineering Center, 12th
Flying Training Wing, 502nd Air Base Wing, the city of Schertz, Bexar County and several Texas
conservation organizations. Throughout the week, participants worked together to develop solutions
that address land use concerns across JBSA.
“This training is one of the first steps to finding long-term solutions. Success for everyone involved
really comes down to communication. The only way that everybody wins is if the military and
community work together,” Reyes said.
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Lt. Col. Robin Baldwin, 12th Flying Training Wing
Community Initiatives director, briefs other training
participants on encroachment issues at Joint Base San
Antonio-Randolph Jan. 13, 2016 during a training
workshop at the Alamo Area Council of Governments in
San Antonio, Texas. Representatives from Joint Base
San Antonio, conservation organizations, and local
government offices met at the workshop to discuss
compatible land use. (U.S. Air Force photo by 2nd Lt.
Avery Larkin/Released) (Photo by 2nd Lt. Avery
Larkin)
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Bomb squads from JBSA, SAPD team up to counter future
threats
By Jeremy Gerlach | JBSA-Lackland Public Affairs | March 31, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-LACKLAND --
Explosive ordinance disposal personnel from the 502nd Civil Engineering Squadron here wrapped up a week-
long training exercise with the San Antonio Police Department’s bomb squad March 25 to develop a partnership
that will provide both JBSA and San Antonio a more rapid and effective response to possible future explosive
emergencies.

Both teams are aiming to counter the growing possibility of an incident with multiple simultaneous threats by
developing a response plan that integrates both the 502nd CES and the SAPD, said Staff Sgt. Rebekah
McGraw, 502nd CES NCO in charge of training.

“We could be in a situation where the SAPD is overloaded and from what we read in the headlines, that
possibility is very real,” McGraw said. “If that happens, and SAPD calls to request our help, this partnership is
going to help both parties thrive and dominate in that situation.”

SAPD already has essential resources such as robots, X-ray capability and K-9 units, but the military unit will be
able to help them improve in a different aspect.

The 502nd CES will provide a level of technical expertise and manpower that will help the police response
become more versatile. During the training exercise, both teams ran through various emergency exercises to
“get to know each other” more thoroughly, which will help prepare both parties for an integrated response in the
future, McGraw said.

“Let’s say multiple incidents happen,” she explained. “If SAPD is better equipped to handle a vehicular incident,
for example, they’ll prioritize that response and ask the Air Force to handle a different emergency.”

This division of labor streamlines the entire response.

“Knowing who’s best suited for what task will save a lot of time on a response,” McGraw said. “We can make
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quicker decisions and we’ll be speaking the same language.”

For these two agencies – civil and military – “speaking the same language” requires a lot of networking, said
Officer Jon Sarno, SAPD Bomb Squad sergeant.

“If we want to develop a relationship between our two agencies in case we ever have to go on some type of joint
operation, we have to start now,” he explained.

Looking down the road, Sarno suggested this partnership might even result in a stream of personnel between
the two teams.

“Hopefully, we attract Airmen when they transition out of the Air Force and get them to come to SAPD and
eventually part of our bomb squad,” he said.

Both sides have plenty to offer in a potential emergency, suggested Officer Jason Alberthal, SAPD bomb squad
member.

“We can help them on the outside, and they can help us,” he said. “We’re mutual assets.”

This partnership will bring some much-needed relief to Sarno’s team, which responds to emergencies in 15 area
counties.

They encounter scenarios with multiple simultaneous emergencies about twice a year on average, according the
SAPD.

“One time we went out to New Braunfels to deal with some old dynamite that had crystallized,” Sarno recalled.
“We were burning that when, all of a sudden, we got a call in Kerrville; some guy had booby-trapped his house.”

In situations like that, both parties will need to be able to share information effectively. Air Force personnel will
rely heavily on the SAPD’s ability to pinpoint locations of crimes while SAPD will depend on the 502nd CES for
additional manpower and versatility, said Tech Sgt. Matthew Giacona, 502nd CES section chief.

“This partnership is just a force multiplier,” he explained. “Integrating with these guys means we’re able to share
all of our knowledge. SAPD brings some info from the law enforcement side of the house, where we bring some
more technical knowledge from a training perspective.”

It’s not unprecedented for EOD squads to respond to emergencies off-base, but this level of integration with local
law enforcement is, McGraw added.

“This program puts us in a position to work directly with SAPD patrols,” McGraw said. “We get to network with
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these people, so we’ve already established that relationship before an emergency even happens.”

McGraw’s team is hoping that their teamwork with the SAPD inspires a pattern of inter-agency cooperation in
other cities.

“This is not just for the Air Force and not just San Antonio,” said McGraw, pointing out that Army personnel at
Fort Hood,Texas have expressed interest in implementing a similar program. “Other areas are watching what
we’re doing here … this absolutely can be implemented successfully elsewhere.”

Hopefully, the SAPD-Air Force partnership will just end up being a precautionary measure. Still, if any threats
arise both teams would be ready, Sarno said.

“We’ll already have worked together, so we’ll be able to operate seamlessly,” he said.
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Bexar County passes resolution to adopt 2015 JLUS and
recommendations
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | February 02, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Bexar County became Joint Base San Antonio’s
newest partner in resolving incompatible
development near military locations by
adopting the 2015 JBSA-Randolph Joint Land
Use Study. 

In a public meeting at the Bexar County
courthouse Jan. 26, the Bexar County
Commissioner’s Court unanimously passed a
resolution adopting the 2015 JLUS and its
recommendations toward supporting the 12th
Flying Training Wing’s mission in the future.

“We are happy to support the flying mission at
JBSA-Randolph and encourage compatible
development that helps the military and the
county,” said Tommy Calvert, Bexar County
commissioner for Precinct 4.  “Randolph is an
important part of our community and
contributes over $1 billion to the local
economy.”

Completed in July 2015 and funded by the
Department of Defense and the Office of
Economic Adjustment, with contributions from
Bexar County, the JLUS fosters open
communication between military locations and
community partners to find solutions for issues concerning both parties, such as plans for residential
developments near airfields with high noise levels.

JBSA is proud to continue to work with the local community to solve these issues and looks forward
to more cooperation in the future.  Bexar County has been a strong advocate in supporting the
military mission, and signing this resolution reflects their continued dedication and support, said Meg
Reyes, JBSA Installation Encroachment Manager.

Cities around JBSA-Randolph have also been showing their support for the mission. The cities of
Schertz, Live Oak, and Selma have all adopted the JLUS and its recommendations with resolutions
that passed unanimously.

“I’m proud to help Bexar County promote future growth for JBSA-Randolph and the cities around it
by adopting the Joint Land Use Study. It’s an honor to work with and support our military,” Calvert
said.
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Col. Matt Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing commander,
thanks the Bexar County Commissioner’s Court for their
support during its meeting at the Bexar County
Courthouse Jan. 26, 2016. The commissioner’s court
passed a resolution adopting the Joint Land Use Study
to promote compatible land use between the county and
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. (Photo by 2nd Lt.
Avery Larkin)
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Fort Sam Houston Caisson Section rides in Western
Heritage Parade and Cattle Drive
By Luis Deya | U.S. Army North Public Affairs | February 12, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-FORT SAM HOUSTON,
TX --
A typical Saturday for Fort Sam Houston
Caisson Section’s horses is not much different
from most Soldiers.

After a long week of helping U.S. Army North’s
Military Funeral Honors Platoon honor
departed Soldiers at the Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery, they usually get to sleep in
Saturdays and lounge around the homestead
all day, without worrying about wearing a
uniform or fastidious grooming.

Feb. 6 was not a typical Saturday for the
horses or their riders.

The day began at the Fort Sam Houston stables
long before sunrise, as the horses’ riders
arrived and began preparations for a ride
through downtown San Antonio as featured
participants in the

Western Heritage Parade and Cattle Drive.

The parade is an annual tradition that serves
as one of the preliminary events for the San
Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo, which runs
from Thursday through Feb. 28.

“The Western Heritage Parade and Cattle Drive is all about Texas history and the Army was a big
part of that,” said Staff Sgt. Edward Montgomery, funeral honors platoon sergeant. “This was my
second year participating in this parade and it’s a great honor to represent the Army and its
traditions.”

“It is important to us that the public sees what we do for the fallen soldiers and their families” said
Sgt. Jimmy Sandoval, a rider and horse trainer with the funeral honors platoon.

“We’re meticulous in our preparation to show the commitment and dedication we have,” he said of
the preparation, which included shining riding equipment, bathing, grooming and checking the
horses from head to hoof.

The caisson horses are all hand-picked for their temperament and intelligence and then highly
trained for parade discipline, but marching them through a metropolis to the cheers of thousands of
spectators is different from the quiet, pastoral setting they’re used to at the cemetery.
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The Fort Sam Houston Caisson Section participates in
the annual Western Heritage Parade and Cattle Drive
Saturday, showcasing the unit and the pride taken in
honoring our fallen Army veterans around the South
Texas Region. The parade, which started with a cattle
drive through down town, kicked off the 2016 San
Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo. (Photo by Sgt. 1st
Class Wynn Hoke)
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Also factoring in the close proximity to hundreds of other horses plus a herd of longhorn cattle, the
safety of the public and the platoon was the top priority for the caisson riders.

“Two hours prior to the parade we acclimate the horses to the change of conditions to include
noises and crowds that can make them uncomfortable” said stable master John Deeley. “Horses feed
from the riders emotions and they need to be familiar with each other during the change of
surroundings.”

Although the platoon’s primary mission is to perform funeral honors, appearances at public events
such as the Western Heritage Parade help keep the Army connected to the community, and a
chance to demonstrate the pride they have in their mission.

“I have the opportunity to give back and show my appreciation to the fallen and to those before me”
said Staff Sgt. Samuel Morales, a squad leader in the funeral honors platoon.

“There is no greater job than to honor the fallen,” Sandoval said.

The Army North Military Funeral Honors Platoon is responsible for presenting military funeral honors
in San Antonio and 53 counties in south Texas. The caisson section participates in approximately 100
to 150 of those funerals every year.

The San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo runs through Feb. 28 at the AT&T Center and Freeman Coliseum
complex

Fort Sam Houston Caisson JBSA US Army North 
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JBSA, VIA team up for new P4 community partnership
initiative
By Kathleen Salazar | Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston Public Affairs | February 17, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-FORT SAM HOUSTON,
Texas -- VIA Metropolitan Transit celebrated
their continued support to Joint Base San
Antonio Public/Public/Public/Private
Community Partnership Initiative at VIA
headquarters Feb. 8 with a new “Active Duty,
Active of Thanks” initiative.
Brig. Gen. Bob LaBrutta, 502nd Air Base
Wing and JBSA commander, expressed his
thanks on behalf of JBSA for VIA’s continued
support by paying it forward, providing
affordable and reliable transportation to the
military in his speech.
“Historically, in 1917, the city’s very first
motorized buses transported service members
from Fort Sam Houston to the city of San
Antonio and back,” LaBrutta said. “Today,
VIA continues to serve the military, first with
their JBSA Express initiative, which transports
our workforce to-and-from JBSA-Fort Sam
Houston and JBSA-Lackland Monday through
Sunday; and now, by offering reduced prices to
our active duty military members.”
VIA’s extension of their P4 will offer reduced
rates, allowing all active duty members to ride
VIA transportation at half-price fares
throughout San Antonio or for a special
monthly rate.
“Anytime military members get half the price on anything is a good thing for our service members
and their families,” LaBrutta said. “This is a win-win, not just for the military but for the city of San
Antonio as well.”
“The military is an important part of our city and this is our way of giving thanks to the military,”
Jeffrey C. Arndt, VIA President and CEO, said. “After all, we are Military City USA.”
“The relationship that we have across the city and region is just magnificent,” LaBrutta said. “Military
City USA is not just a slogan; our community partners provide incredible support to JBSA and walk
the walk through actions … not talk … every single day!”
The P4 permits the 502nd ABW and JBSA to enter into partnerships in the community in order to
provide, receive or share installation support services for many of its municipal and morale, welfare
and recreation functions.
Active duty members must be in uniform to receive VIA’s special rate, or obtain special monthly
reduced fare cards at any one of the VIA service centers.
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Brig. Gen. Bob LaBrutta (right), 502nd Air Base Wing
and Joint Base San Antonio commander, thanks VIA bus
and van operators (from left) Shantella Williams, Jeffery
Wishert and Jesse Quintero, who were featured in the
“Active Duty, Active of Thanks” campaign. VIA’s
extension of their P4 will offer reduced rates, allowing all
active duty members to ride VIA transportation at half-
price fares throughout San Antonio or for a special
monthly rate. (Photo by Kathy Salazar)
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AICUZ study updated for JBSA-Randolph, Seguin airfields
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | February 22, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
An update to the Air Installations Compatible
Use Zones Study at Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph and Auxiliary Field Seguin is currently
underway, and will provide the most recent
information to the community regarding the
12th Flying Training Wing flying mission. 

Updates are routinely scheduled according to
Air Force policy, providing accurate
information to communities around both
airfields. 

AICUZ studies are managed by the Air Force
Civil Engineering Center to assist local
governments with land use planning. Studies
give up to date information on Air Force
operations to local authorities so they can
make informed decisions about city planning
and land use guidance, said Fred Pierson, Air
Force Civil Engineering Center AICUZ and
Noise program manager.

Using flight patterns, interviews with
maintenance personnel, and aircraft
performance measurements, the AICUZ study
will provide land use recommendations that
are compatible with flying operations, Pierson
said.

The AICUZ update will also have information
on flight safety, providing maps that show
flight operations in the three safety zones
located off the runways. These safety zones,
known as the Clear Zone and Accident Potential Zones I and II, extend out from the ends of the
runways and signify areas where aircraft mishaps may occur, if they occur at all.

Along with safety data, the update will include revised maps of aircraft noise levels in the local area.
New noise contour maps will display the reach and intensity of aircraft noise as it extends out from
the runways and into the communities around both locations.

The Air Force recommends that certain buildings, such as schools and churches, be located outside
of safety zones due to their proximity to the runways and the likelihood that noise levels will impact
quality of life in that area, Pierson said.
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The first T-38C Talon lands at the Joint Base San
Antonio-Randolph Seguin Auxiliary Airfield during a
ribbon cutting event signifying the reopening of the
JBSA-Randolph Seguin Auxiliary Airfield Jan. 20. Upon
completion of a three-year construction project, the
airfield is now ready for flying by members of the 560th
Flying Training Squadron. The airfield is crucial for
“touch and go” training that qualifies fighter and bomber
pilots as instructor pilots in the T-38C Talon. The
reconstructed runway increases flight safety by
distributing training around the San Antonio area, which
means fewer aircraft and less congestion around Joint
Base San Antonio-Randolph. (U.S. Air Force photo by
Johnny Saldivar) (Photo by Johnny Saldivar)
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Local residents can expect the new AICUZ study to be published in 2017. Until then, the Air Force
Civil Engineering Center will be working with government contractors and the 12th Flying Training
Wing to collect information about flying missions at JBSA-Randolph and Seguin. 

 “AICUZ studies provide Air Force recommendations to local governments for development
compatible with our flying mission. Our job is to assist them in their planning so bases and local
communities can achieve their development goals together,” Pierson said.
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Army North commander talks ‘Military City USA’ to SA
Chamber of Commerce
By Sgt. Brandon Hubbard | 204th Public Affairs Detachment | March 03, 2016

Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, TX --
Lt. Gen. Perry L. Wiggins, commander of United States Army North (Fifth Army) and senior
commander of Fort Sam Houston and Camp Bullis, addressed the San Antonio Chamber of
Commerce Feb. 24 at Sunset Station in downtown San Antonio.

Wiggins spoke to an audience of approximately 100 people as part of the chamber’s “Military City
U.S.A.” speaker series. He talked about the importance of the military retiree population in the city.
San Antonio has the second largest retired veteran population with 58,000 veterans, behind only San
Diego.

He added that San Antonio’s population is growing at a rate of about 300 retired veterans each
month, and said the city needs to be vigilant to meet the growing needs in a growing urban
infrastructure for its military community.

“Those who are here in this station, we probably won’t see the fruits of our labor, but as NFL Hall of
Fame coach Vince Lombardi said, it’s not important to score touchdowns. Get a first down, then we’ll
think about touchdowns. And that is true here.”

Afterward, the ARNORTH commander thanked the business community for its continued support.

“Bottom line for me: Military City USA absolutely deserves its moniker,” he said.

JBSA Perry L. Wiggins USANo 
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TSA opens canine training center at JBSA-Lackland
By Staff Sgt. Marissa Garner | Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland Public Affairs | March 09, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANONIO-LACKLAND, Texas --

TSA Canine Training Center Grand Opening at JBSA-Lackl…

The Transportation Security Administration marked the grand opening of their new canine training
center with a ribbon cutting ceremony March 4 at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland.

The newly built, 25,000 square foot facility expands the mission capabilities of the existing TSA
Canine Training Center at JBSA-Lackland, which trains and deploys approximately 250 TSA-led and
state and local law enforcement-led canine teams to protect the U.S. transportation domain and
operate in aviation, multimodal, mass transit and cargo environments to provide a visual deterrent to
terrorism, according to Carrie Harmon, TSA spokesperson.

“This new facility is an ideal complement to the existing training center campus, where our canines
and handlers come to learn the skills necessary to demonstrate proficiency in four key elements: the
canines ability to recognize explosive odors, the handler’s ability to interpret the canines’ change in
behavior, the handler’s ability to conduct logical and systematic searches and the team’s ability to
locate the explosives odor source,” said TSA Administrator Peter Neffenger during the ribbon cutting
ceremony.

The new facility houses seven classrooms and 13 indoor venues that mimic various transportation
sites such as a cargo facility, an airport gate, a checkpoint, a baggage claim area, the interior of an
aircraft, a vehicle parking lot, a light rail car and an air cargo facility, Harmon said.

The TSA, a Department of Homeland Security entity, has a longstanding relationship with the Air
Force, specifically the 341st Training Squadron’s Military Working Dog School.

Since 1972, the DOD canine training center has been co-located with the MWD school, as the latter
provides trained military working dogs, handlers, trainers and kennel masters to not only the TSA,
but the entire Department of Defense and other government allies.
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The squadron belongs to the 37  Training Wing, the Air Force’s largest training wing with technical
training ranging from security forces, vehicle operations and special operations courses.

While the mission of the TSA has grown from 56 to 900 dog/handler teams since 2001, the 341st
TRS has consistently met and exceeded the organizations mission requirements by providing highly
trained personnel and canines to the program, said Col. Alexander Smith, 502nd Installation Support
Group commander during remarks at the ceremony. Smith also alluded to the joint-force concept
leading to the continued success of the program and the expedient construction of the facility, as
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was responsible for the construction contract for the center.

All TSA canine teams will continue to travel to JBSA-Lackland to train in the facility and take either
the Explosives Detection Canine Handler course or the Passenger Screening Canine course. The
extensive training space allows for a more realistic training environment and the capability to
increase the amount of canine teams trained each year, according to Chris Shelton, TSA Canine
Training Center supervisory air marshal in charge.

“All of those individuals from the police departments, state patrols and other federal agencies will
come here and train and they will go back to their home locations with TSA provided canines and
training to support the mission of keeping the public safe,” Shelton said.

For more information on the TSA, visit http://www.tsa.gov.

th

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO LINKS

Contact
Site Map

 USA.gov
No FEAR Act
Accessibility

 Privacy Statement
Site Disclaimer
Strategic APR

STAYING CONNECTED

Facebook  Twitter  YouTube  RSS

94

http://www.jbsa.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=102&ModuleId=25294&Article=689068
http://www.jbsa.mil/Contact.aspx
http://www.jbsa.mil/SiteMap.aspx
http://www.usa.gov/
http://prhome.defense.gov/nofear
http://dodcio.defense.gov/DoDSection508/Std_Stmt.aspx
http://www.defense.gov/Resources/Privacy
http://www.defense.gov/Resources/External-Link-Disclaimer
http://dcmo.defense.gov/Publications/AnnualPerformancePlanandPerformanceReport.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/JointBaseSanAntonio
https://www.facebook.com/JointBaseSanAntonio
https://twitter.com/JBSA_Official
https://twitter.com/JBSA_Official
http://www.youtube.com/user/JointBaseSanAntonio
http://www.youtube.com/user/JointBaseSanAntonio
http://www.jbsa.mil/RSS.aspx
http://www.jbsa.mil/RSS.aspx


JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO
(RANDOLPH, FORT SAM HOUSTON, LACKLAND, CAMP BULLIS)

 

Home News Information Resources Mission Partners Contact

Home : News : News

   
JBSA News

PRINT 0Share

SAMMC’s trauma mission benefits San Antonio, medical
readiness
By Lori Newman | BAMC Public Affairs | March 16, 2016

Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, TX --
 “Trauma team to the trauma room” often rings through the halls of the San Antonio Military
Medical Center at Fort Sam Houston throughout the day and the night. SAMMC is one of two Level I
Trauma Centers in the city of San Antonio, which leads to many unique traumas coming through the
emergency department each day.

“SAMMC’s emergency department is one of the largest and busiest emergency departments in south
Texas,” said Army Col. Michael Hilliard, Department of Emergency Medicine chief.

“Our annual volume approaches 85,000 patients a year, of which about 4,000 of those patients are
trauma patients,” Hilliard said. “Our trauma volume has continued to grow over the past three years
from 3,000 to now more than 4,000 patients per year.”

SAMMC works closely with the Southwest Texas Regional Advisory Council and University Hospital,
San Antonio’s other Level I Trauma Center, to provide trauma care to citizens of the city and other
rural areas of southwest Texas.

STRAC’s mission is to develop, implement and maintain the regional trauma and emergency health
care system for 22 counties encompassing more than 26,000 square miles in southwest Texas to the
Mexico border.

Common trauma cases range from shootings, stabbings, car wrecks and severe burns.

“We have been involved with trauma in the community of San Antonio officially since 1975 and
probably even before then,” said Army Col. Kurt Edwards, SAMMC trauma and surgical critical care
chief.

“As we provide excellent care to the people of southwest Texas, we understand that the experiences
we have in deployed or combat situations allow us to provide even better care here,” he said. “It
allows us to also provide better care to military members who are injured.”

“The types of cases we see here absolutely help prepare us for downrange,” Hilliard added in
agreement. “It may not be the same as an improvised explosive device, but gunshots, stabbings,
multiple car accidents and those types of injuries and the way the body responds to them is very
similar to how it is when we are downrange and in war.

“Our staff is completely devoted to the trauma mission,” Hilliard said. “This is where we train our
physicians, nurses and medics to be prepared to take care of all our service members downrange in
conflict who are protecting our country.”

Some trauma cases are more unusual; in 2012, Sherri Ellis was brought to SAMMC with severe
injuries caused from being trampled by the cow on her rural farm.

The cow had recently given birth and was protecting her calf. When Ellis was trying to feed the
cattle, the cow knocked her down and trampled her.

She was flown to SAMMC for treatment. Her injures were severe and her recovery long, but she and
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her husband were grateful for the care she received at SAMMC.

“The ER nurses were phenomenal,” said her husband, Larry Ellis. “They were as big a part of saving
her life as the doctors.”

“I owe my life to this hospital. If it weren’t for them I wouldn’t be here,” Ellis said. “I’m eternally
grateful to the doctors and the staff at SAMMC.”

Army Lt. Col. Debra Chappel, Department of Emergency Nursing chief nurse, said she loves working
at SAMMC and contributing to the trauma mission for San Antonio.

“The magnitude of nurses that I have working here with me is outstanding,” Chappel said.

City and state leaders have praised SAMMC’s contributions to the health and well-being of the
people of southwest Texas.

“I’m so incredibly proud of this facility, in typical Texas fashion, I think it’s the very best in the entire
nation and in the entire world,” said Texas Governor Greg Abbott. “The role that it plays for both our
military as well as our civilians is absolutely essential.”

JBSA-FT SAM HOUSTON Medical SAMMC 
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Bexar County passes resolution to adopt 2015 JLUS
and recommendations   (Related News Story)

AICUZ study updated for JBSA-Randolph, Seguin
airfields   (Related News Story)

JBSA-Randolph hosts town hall discussing land near
runways   (Related News Story)

Live Oak partners formally with JBSA on development
with JLUS adoption   (Related News Story)

Schertz council passes motion to adopt study
recommendations    (Related News Story)

Communities increase support for JBSA-Randolph flying
mission
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | March 18, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Cities around Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph
are taking several steps to support the flying
mission of the 12  Flying Training Wing, and
local governments have started formalizing
support through legislation.          

During a public city council meeting March 15,
the city of Converse passed a resolution
adopting the 2015 JBSA-Randolph Joint Land
Use Study and its recommendations.

Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12  Flying Training Wing
Community Initiatives director, appeared in
front of the city council to discuss the JLUS
and how it helps the base and local community
work together.

"The JLUS, created in coordination with the
cities, presents information about military
operations, including flight operations, and
makes recommendations based on that data,"
Bliss said. "It is a tool cities can use to make
informed decisions about their land use and
development plans."

After Bliss spoke to the council members,
Converse City Manager Lanny Lambert stated
his support for the JLUS and recommended
that Converse pass a resolution adopting its
recommendations.

“We need to show Randolph that we support
this resolution and are a part of their team in
protecting their mission,” Lambert said.

The resolution was passed in a unanimous
vote, making Converse the fourth city to do so
in the last four months.

“We have an extended relationship with
Randolph and we’ve taken several actions to
support them, including working with local
businesses to maintain the high security and integrity of the base fence line.” said Converse Mayor Al
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Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12th Flying Training Wing Community
Initiatives director, addresses the Converse City Council
about the Joint Land Use Study during a public meeting
March 15, 2016. The city council unanimously voted to
adopt the study, ensuring joint development planning
and compatible land use between the city and Joint
Base San Antonio-Randolph. (Photo by 2nd Lt. Avery
Larkin)
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Suarez. “This resolution is important not only to the city but to the larger regional community. This is
a good document and everybody is onboard to support the flying missions at Randolph AFB.”

In a separate event, Universal City held a meeting where they recognized the JLUS and its
recommendations. 12  Flying Training Wing vice commander, Col. Michael Snell, attended to thank
them for their support.

“The success of the 12  Flying Training Wing at JBSA-Randolph relies on the support of our local
community. We are extremely thankful for their support and look forward to a continued partnership
between the base and the local area in the future,” Snell said.

12th ftw compatible development JLUS 
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Gold Star spouse strives to find niche in community
By Jessica Marie Ryan | U.S. Army Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Public Affairs | April  15, 2016

Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston --
Kelvin Triggs considers himself to be a loner. His days are busy as he manages a small business and
takes care of his teenage son, Nick. He says it is hard for him to associate with new people outside of
work and church.

Triggs’ life changed forever in 2011 when he became a widower. His wife, Master Sgt. Marcia Triggs,
was an Army journalist assigned to the Office of the Chief of Public Affairs in Chicago.

A veteran himself, Triggs suddenly went from being a military spouse to a Gold Star spouse – the
unique name given to surviving family members because of the gold pins they receive from the
military.

Immediately after Marcia’s passing, Army Survivor Outreach Services coordinators contacted him and
he connected with Lori Dean, a support coordinator at the Fort Sam Houston office.

“It’s comforting that I can call Lori and talk to her about anything,” he said.

While he’s had many one-on-one sessions with Dean and other program coordinators, he remains
hesitant about participating in social activities and meeting other survivors.

Gold Star husbands like Triggs are, after all, a small but growing group in the survivor community.

“With the way society is changing, surviving male spouses are more welcomed now than they were in
the past. Many of these spouses are veterans, retirees or active-duty service members,” Dean said.
“They are all survivors, and that’s what really matters.”

Noticeable changes are already happening. The national observance Gold Star Wives’ Day, held April
5 of each year, recently evolved to Gold Star Spouses’ Day as directed by U.S. Department of
Defense guidance.

According to Dean, husbands are also eligible to join organizations such as the Gold Star Wives of
America, Inc., but many men like Triggs are reluctant.

“For, a long time, I thought I was a circle trying to fit into a square peg, because the group was
predominantly women,” Triggs said. “I didn’t want to make anyone feel uncomfortable if I started
tagging along to the events.”

With the SOS program coordinators’ encouragement, he is now making an effort to meet other
survivors.

Similarly, in response to the increased number of male spouses interested in SOS, Dean and her staff
members are planning events geared specifically towards the male survivors.

“Within the last year, I noticed we have more male spouses than ever before using Survivor Outreach
Services,” she said. “They are a little nervous to come to our events. I can’t blame them, because
they might feel out of place being one of the few males at these outings.”

Cheryl Lankford, a Gold Star wife and president of the GSWA, Inc.’s Lone Star Chapter, is open to
having male spouses involved in the community, because they are an underrepresented voice.
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“I absolutely love that more male spouses are involved in the Gold Star community, because they
bring a new perspective to being a survivor,” she said. “As surviving spouses, we so many times
depend on the advice, council and input of others who have had our same experience and have
traveled this difficult path.”

Triggs made a promise to himself to connect with more survivors this year. Although he is still a little
apprehensive, he is hopeful about meeting them soon.

“I don’t know what will happen when I meet another male spouse survivor,” he said. “We probably
won’t focus on the past but on the present and the future instead.”
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Schertz supports JBSA-Randolph mission, places noise
signs throughout city
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | April  18, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph and the city
of Schertz held a ceremony April 12
recognizing new street signs that inform city
residents of local flight operations.

Schertz Mayor Michael Carpenter and City
Manager John Kessel unveiled the signs in
front of the Schertz City Council Chambers
with Col. Matthew Isler, 12th Flying Training
Wing commander.

“We’re very thankful for Schertz’s steadfast
commitment in everything they’ve done to
protect the flying mission,” Isler said. “These
signs today are about transparency. This is
about home buyers in Schertz understanding
the strong relationship between Schertz and
JBSA-Randolph.”

There will be eight signs posted around the
city to notify community members that Schertz
is in a JBSA-Randolph flight training area. The
new Air Installation Compatible Use Zone
Study identifies that Schertz’s proximity to
JBSA-Randolph subjects the area to certain
levels of jet noise throughout the week. These
signs make people aware of that, said Brian
James, Schertz executive director of
development.

“Never before have the Air Force and Schertz been closer in cooperation,” Carpenter said. “The
history of Schertz and the Air Force are closely intertwined. Support for our military counterparts is
one of the foundations of our city and we are proud to take this step forward.”

Mission success at a military installation depends on the support of the community around it. JBSA-
Randolph has strong relationships with many cities throughout San Antonio, and Schertz is a prime
example of that, Isler said.

“Initiatives like this will help the 12  Flying Training Wing mission progress into the future,” Isler
said. “Schertz's commitment will keep us training pilots in this area for the next 85 years.”
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From left to right: John Kessel, Schertz city manager,
Col. Matthew Isler, 12th Flying Training Wing
commander, Michael Carpenter, mayor of Schertz, and
Chief Master Sgt. Troy Palmer, 12th FTW command
chief, unveil the new city sign in front of the Schertz
Council Chambers April 12, 2016. Joint Base San
Antonio-Randolph and the city of Schertz are committed
to keeping residents informed about aircraft training in
the local area and the effects it may have on noise
levels. (Photo by Airman 1st Class Lauren Ely)
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JBSA RideShare Program benefits environment,
pocketbook
By David DeKunder | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | May 04, 2016

Hundreds of commuters who work at Joint Base San Antonio installations are participating in a ride
share program that is saving them money on vehicle costs and helping the environment by reducing
pollution.
The JBSA RideShare Program allows four to 15 riders who live in the same area and work at the same
JBSA location to participate in a vanpool by sharing the costs.
The riders meet at a central location off JBSA to be picked up and are dropped off at or near their
duty or work location. Vans for the program are provided by VIA and vRide. Riders can take turns
driving the van.
Michael Cox, 502nd Logistics Readiness Squadron Vehicle Operations Command Center supervisor at
JBSA-Randolph and JBSA-Randolph RideShare Program representative, said the program helps
reduce emissions by taking vehicles off the road.
“The JBSA RideShare program is a Department of Defense initiative to reduce the carbon footprint at
all DOD installations,” Cox said. “It has been determined that for every vanpool, an average of six
cars have been taken off the road.”
Cox said 953 riders at all JBSA locations participate in the program, including active-duty, civilian,
National Guard, Reserve personnel and other Department of Defense cardholders. The ride share
program includes a pool of 180 vans that operate in various shifts in the morning and afternoon.
Ride share participants receive a debit card through the Department of Defense Mass Transportation
Program to cover the costs of operating the van, including insurance, fuel, maintenance and washes.
By riding in a vanpool, Cox said commuters save money on vehicle fuel and maintenance costs.
Without having to drive each day, riders can also relax, read, text, chat with other riders or sleep
during the trip and be ready for work without being stressed.
Cox said he has saved money participating in the ride share by not having to own or make a payment
on a second vehicle.
Riders who participate in the program can reside within one to 100 miles away from their JBSA duty
or work site.
Lino Espinoza, 502nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs chief of graphics at JBSA-Randolph, participates
in a vanpool with five other riders who work at JBSA-Randolph. Espinoza lives in Stockdale, about
40 miles from JBSA-Randolph.
Since joining the ride share program three years ago, Espinoza said he has saved between $200 to
$250 a month in fuel and maintenance expenses on his vehicle, only having to change his oil once a
year from four times a year.
Espinoza said by not having to drive his vehicle to work, he is saving his vehicle 300 miles a week
and 1,200 miles a month.
“Instead of me driving my own car five days a week to work, we all take turns driving the van,”
Espinoza said. “So I only have to drive once a week.”
In addition, Espinoza enjoys spending time in the van talking with riders and relaxing.
“I’ve made five new friends,” Espinoza said. “’We get to discuss our day with each other. We have
some pretty good discussions on various topics – hobbies, home life, relationships and family. You get
to gather your thoughts before work and unwind after work.”
For information on the JBSA RideShare Program and how to join, go to the http:\\www.JBSA.mil
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website, click on the resources bar and scroll down to the JBSA RideShare link.
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San Antonio honors future service members
By Burrell Parmer | Navy Recruiting District-San Antonio Public Affairs | May 20, 2016

Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston --
More than 700 future service members, their
families, educators, business leaders and
military members gathered in the Rosenberg
Sky Room at the University of the Incarnate
Word in San Antonio May 18 to participate in
the 5th Annual “A Night in Your Honor”
sponsored by Our Community Salutes-San
Antonio.

After the invocation and dinner, retired Air
Force Brig. Gen. Dave Petersen, San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce executive vice
president introduced the guest speaker,
retired Marine Maj. Gen. Angela Salinas.

“We’re gathered to  celebrate with these men
and women who have chosen to wear the
cloth of the nation,” said Salinas, who also
serves as Girls Scouts of Southwest Texas chief
executive officer. “I am not convinced that we
are saying thank you enough to this
generation, but I tell you there are some
incredible, small selective groups of wonderful
people who continue to look for ways to say
thank you.”

According to Salinas, the event served as a first
in her 39 years of military service.

The 2016 Colin Powell Award was presented to retired Army Chief Warrant Officer 4 Richard L.
Gonzales, Winston Churchill High School's Junior Reserve   Officers Training Corps senior Army
instructor.

After the presentation, representatives from each military service presented OCS certificates to each
of their respective honorees. Additionally, each future service member was presented with their first
challenge coin.

U.S. Navy Cmdr. Karen Muntean, Navy Recruiting District San Antonio commanding officer, served as
the senior active-duty Navy representative.

“The young men and women being honored joined the military to serve the American people, and I
was glad to witness them getting to hear for the first time, ‘Thank you for your service’,” Muntean
said.  “I could see the pride on their faces and also on the faces of their parents and guardians who
were also in attendance.  As I was presenting the certificates to each future Sailor, I was reminded of
how I felt at their age and what an exciting career they have ahead of them.” 
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SAN ANTONIO – (May 18, 2016) Retired Marine Maj.
Gen. Angela Salinas Kiser, chief executive officer, Girls
Scouts of Southwest Texas, speaks to more than 700
future service members, their families, educators,
business leaders, and the military during Our Community
Salutes-San Antonio’s 5th Annual “A Night in Your
Honor” held in the Rosenberg Sky Room at the
University of the Incarnate Word. (Navy Photo by Burrell
Parmer, Navy Recruiting District San Antonio Public
Affairs/Released) (Photo by Burrell Parmer)
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Our Community Salutes is a non-profit organization created in 2009 by Dr. Kenneth E. Hartman to
recognize and honor local graduating high school seniors who plan to enlist in the military. OCS also
provides future service members and their families with access to educational resources and
connects them with military support groups.

Porter said its important enlistees and parents know about the support systems available to provide
help to both. And the community fair gives them a sometimes first look at our military family.

“The reason we started the event was to let young men and women, who made the decision to
protect our freedom, feel the same pride that other students feel when walking the stage at
graduation and hearing all about their scholarships and college choices,” said Porter, who serves as
Extended Academic Programs vice president at UIW. “These young men and women deserve even
more praise for their love of country.”

Seeing the glow of pride on the parents’ faces and the nervous, excited looks on the faces of the
enlistees makes it all worthwhile, Porter said.
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Texas State Rep. Lujan visits JBSA-Randolph, learns
about mission
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | June 01, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH --

Texas State Representative John Lujan visited
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph May 31 to
tour the 12th Flying Training Wing and learn
about its mission.

The 12th FTW hosted Lujan during an
afternoon visit which included a mission brief,
tour of an air traffic control tower, T-6 and T-
38 simulators, a T-38 static display and a flying
squadron tour.

Lujan was greeted for the tour by Col. Michael
Snell, 12th FTW vice commander, and Lt. Col.
Emil Bliss, 12th FTW Community Initiatives
director.

The tour started with a mission brief in
building 100, 12th FTW headquarters. During
the brief, 12th FTW leadership spoke to Lujan
about how the 12th FTW orchestrates training
for different airframes in units at three
different geographic locations. 

“The 12th Flying Training Wing is unique in
that it trains different types of Air Force
aviators at various stages in their military careers. The 12th FTW could train an Air Force Academy
cadet in basic gliding or parachuting prior to graduation and then train that same individual as a
Combat Systems Officer or Remotely Piloted Aircraft pilot after graduation," Snell said. Later in their
careers we may train them to be instructor pilots, readying them to teach at our pilot training
locations.  We are very proud to train Airmen in the fundamentals of airmanship, instruction, and
leadership in several locations across the country and at every point in a career, from cadets to wing
commanders.”

At the East air traffic control tower, Lt. Col. Robin Baldwin, 12th Operations Support Squadron
commander, explained the complexity of air traffic control at JBSA-Randolph. Bliss then showed
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Dred Madison, 12th Flying Training Wing terminal
instrument procedures chief, Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12th
FTW community innitiatives chief, and Col. Michael
Snell, 12th FTW commander, meet with Rep. John
Lujan, Texas House of Representatives member, in the
Wing Conference Room at bldg. 100 at Joint Base San
Antonio-Randolph during an orientation tour, May 31,
2016. Lujan learned about compatible development, bird
air strike hazards, and visited the air traffic control tower
and flight simulator facility among. (U.S. Air Force photo
by Randy Martin/Realsed) (Photo by Randy Martin)
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Lujan how terrain around the runways has developed in recent years, stating that increased
development near JBSA-Randolph may come with obstacles to flying mission success.

The visit also included a trip to the 12th Operations Support Squadron simulators, where 12 OSS

personnel showed Lujan what pilots see when they fly at JBSA-Randolph. The simulators are used for
flight training in both routine and emergency situations, including bird strikes. 

The last tour stop allowed Lujan to see the 12th FTW mission up close with a T-38 static display and
a tour of the 435th Fighter Training Squadron. T-38s are used to train fighter pilot candidates and

instructor pilots at JBSA-Randolph.

“I am so proud to represent and work with JBSA-Randolph in House District 118. I was overwhelmed
by the importance of their mission for our country. The Texas Legislature must do whatever we can
to support JBSA-Randolph in their mission,” Lujan said.
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12th FTW commander meets civic leaders
By Melissa Peterson | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | July 20, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Col. Joel Carey, 12th Flying Training Wing commander,
speaks during the monthly 12th FTW Military Affairs
Committee luncheon held July 13 at Joint Base San
Antonio-Randolph. The committee members welcomed
Carey during his first meeting with local civic leaders to
discuss base happenings by fostering and promoting a
vital military presence in the community through activities
that support our military populations.
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12th FTW commander meets civic leaders (Photo by
Melissa Peterson)
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BASH program decreases bird strikes, makes air space
safer for pilots
By Airman 1st Class Lauren Ely | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | July 20, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Sporting a neon yellow safety vest with a 12th Flying
Training Wing Safety patch Velcro-ed to the front, Maj.
Jason Powell, 12th FTW chief of flight safety, bends
down to pick up a white-winged dove off of the ground at
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

The dove fits easily in the palm of his left hand. Propped
across his body is the air pellet rifle Powell used to take
down the bird. 

To some, the dove may seem harmless, but Powell
knows a bird as small as 4 ounces can cause engine
failure for aircraft on impact, and his action can protect
pilots from these small, powerful threats, while saving the
Air Force thousands of dollars in aircraft repairs. 

Powell’s efforts are a part of a program called BASH, or
Bird/Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard program, which was
created to decrease the number of bird strikes to aircraft
that occur at JBSA-Randolph. The program’s main
mission is to prevent strikes by using various forms of
depredation and harassment, as well as changing the
bird’s habitat to create a safer environment for flight
operations. 

“Randolph is unique in the sense that we have parallel runways with a large concentration of habitat in between,” Maj. Will
Rose, 12th FTW BASH program manager and T-6A Texan II flight safety officer, said. “We’ve made a concerted effort to
make a change, and that’s our bird dispersal team.”

The bird dispersal team consists of about 30 members and performs bird harassment near the flight line using pyrotechnics,
also called bangers, screamers and cracker shells. The pyrotechnics, fired using a shotgun or pistol, create a loud noise to
startle the birds and push them to fly away from the runways. 

Vivian Prothro, U.S. Department of Agriculture staff wildlife biologist, works with the bird dispersal team and provides
knowledge and expertise on current bird harassment techniques. 

“Research is constantly going on in how we can come up with better ways to keep pilots and planes safe and lower the
chances of bird aircraft strike,” Prothro said. “The most effective tool that I find out here is the louder the noise it makes, the
more effective it is.”

Along with Rose and Powell, there are about 10 members from the bird dispersal team who work on a bird depredation
team. These members go out in pairs, with one person serving as a spotter, while the other shoots using an air pellet rifle or
a paintball gun. 
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Maj. Jason Powell, 12th Flying Training Wing chief of
flight safety, aims an air pellet rifle at a white-winged
dove July 13, 2016 on Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph. The air pellet rifle is similar to a BB gun, but it
uses tank-compressed air and non-lead pellets instead
of pumped air and BBs. (Photo by Airman 1st Class
Lauren Ely)
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“We don’t want to go out there and kill the birds,” Powell said. “It’s the least effective way of doing business. You do have to
use the lethal [methods] in order to still have effectiveness with the paintball guns. If you’re shooting at them, and it’s just
splattering and nothing is ever happening to the birds, they’re going to figure it out eventually.”

Because JBSA-Randolph is in the Central Flyway for North America for all migratory birds, it is home to a wide array of
birds, including vultures, raptors, red-tailed hawks, mourning doves, white-winged doves, scissor-tailed flycatchers and
killdeers. However, the white-winged dove is the most common because they roost, or live, in the trees in base housing,
Rose said. 

Rose said a top concern is the flight path doves take, which starts at the center of base housing and goes over the east
flight line where it crosses the T-38C Talon and T-1A Jayhawk flight paths. 

“Our efforts are to try and change their flight path, and that’s why we use pyrotechnics and noise makers, so they go farther
south before they cross,” Rose said. 

Another concern is when there is higher bird traffic, it can affect flight operations, Rose said. 

“A lot of times they can’t do the patterns they want to do,” Rose said. “We limit their formations at take-off, which they’d like
to do a lot more of, but because of the concentration of birds, we put ‘bird moderate’ as a condition or status.”

To determine the ‘bird moderate’ status, a bird radar is utilized, which transmits bird activity within four miles of the base.
Pilots can also report activity.

Due to the efforts of the BASH program, bird strikes have lowered by nearly 55 percent since last year. In June 2015, there
were 22 recorded bird strikes, while in June of this year there were only 10, which has become the monthly average, Rose
said. 

Not only has the BASH program’s efforts created safer operations for aircraft by reducing bird strikes, it has decreased the
Air Force’s cost in aircraft repairs due to strikes. 

“So far this year we’ve only had one damaging strike, and the estimated cost is $125,000,” Rose said. “For fiscal year 2015,
the total cost was $1.1 million in damage over a period of 17 strikes. So this year we’re more than halfway through the fiscal
year, and we’re significantly lower.”

Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12th FTW community initiatives director, said he sees potential for the program to grow through
collaboration with the local communities surrounding JBSA-Randolph. 

“Since birds don't understand municipal boundaries, we know lasting solutions will only be found in the strong cooperation
we have with the surrounding communities,” Bliss said. 

The biggest way to combat the bird problem on base is by managing their habitat, and base residents can contribute to
these efforts, Rose said. 

“Don’t feed the birds. Don’t leave standing water, and keep their shelter – trees and bushes – maintained,” Rose said. 

Another way BASH manages habitat is by maintaining Air Force standards for the height of grass in the infield, which is
seven to 14 inches, and by utilizing the Air Force Civil Engineering Center to identify the types of insects and plants birds
eat.

“It’s a total environmental change, and that reduces our bird risk by simply changing a plant in the infield along the runway,”
Powell said. “It’s a habitat modification.”

The bird dispersal team is open to any general schedule or military member volunteers who want to “go out there and help
the cause,” Rose said.

The team goes out every morning, starting at 7:30 a.m., for about three hours. Personnel interested in volunteering can
contact the 12th FTW Safety office at 652-2224. 

“That’s what we’re here for, to protect the airplanes and the pilots,” Prothro said.
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Navy recruiters pique interests of students during STEM
Expo
By Burrell D. Parmer | Navy Recruiting District San Antonio Public Affairs | November 09, 2016

SAN ANTONIO, Texas --
In a continuing effort to spread Navy awareness of
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, or
STEM, opportunities throughout South Texas, recruiters
of Navy Recruiting District San Antonio participated in the
city’s annual Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s CORE4
STEM Expo at the Freeman Expo Hall Nov. 1-2.
 
The conference, consisting an all-female day and all-
male day, featured leaders from the energy, science,
computer and aerospace industries and gave students
the opportunity to meet with high-profile representatives
from Fortune 500 companies and governmental
agencies.
 
Students took part in hands-on and demonstration
projects, listened to speakers from STEM fields and
spoke with Navy recruiters to discuss degree plans in
interested fields and financial aid options.
 
According to Chief Petty Officer Miguel Cantu, NRD’s
nuclear field coordinator, the Navy participated in the
annual expo to bring awareness of STEM career
opportunities and to pique the interest of students in
attaining a STEM-focused career.
 
“Students visited our booth where they first watched a
few videos regarding the various types of STEM-related
jobs in the Navy and the importance of STEM for the
Navy,” Cantu said.
 
After viewing the videos, students took part in a water
bottle rocket demonstration and in the Penny Boat
Challenge.
 
“The water bottle demonstration taught the kids about
how liquids cannot be compressed and how the Navy
uses nuclear power and steam to pressurize water to
produce propulsion and electricity to power ships and
other vessels,” said Cantu, a San Antonio native.
 
“During the penny boat challenge, we talked to the students regarding buoyancy and displacement which they had to
demonstrate by building a vessel out of aluminum foil and seeing how many pennies could it hold before taking on water.”
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Harlem, N.Y. native, Petty Officer 1st Class Daniel
Jimenez, a recruiter assigned to Navy Recruiting Station
Ingram, Navy Recruiting District San Antonio, instructs
middle school girls on the Penny Boat Challenge during
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce's CORE4 STEM
Expo held at the Freeman Expo Hall. Jimenez is a 1999
graduate of A. Philip Randolph High School in New
York. The expo, consisting an all-female day and all-
male day, featured leaders from the energy, science,
computer, and aerospace industries and presented
students with the opportunity to meet with high-profile
representatives from Fortune 500 companies and
governmental agencies. Students experienced hands-on
and demonstration projects, listened to speakers from
exciting Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) fields, and spoke with Navy
recruiters to discuss degree plans in interested fields
and financial aid options. (Navy Photo by Burrell D.
Parmer, Navy Recruiting District San Antonio Public
Affairs/Released) (Photo by Burrell Parmer)
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Cynthia Ritz, a science teacher with E.T. Wrenn Middle School, said the expo was impactful.
 
“Many of our young ladies only see what’s around them. They don’t see what’s beyond that,” Ritz said.  “We can tell them
what opportunities are out there, but getting them here to see for themselves may spark them to become interested in
STEM.”
 
Ninety percent of career fields in the Navy are STEM-related and 10 percent of the Navy’s total force is comprised of
Texans, Cantu said.
 
“This is something that is going to enhance our students’ futures,” Ritz said.  “I grew up on the south side of San Antonio
and if I had been exposed to events like this, I would have probably entered into a STEM-related career field.”

Navy Recruiting District San Antonio STEM 
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Royal Review bridges gap between Fiesta, Joint Base San
Antonio
By Jeremy Gerlach | Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland Public Affairs | April  27, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-LACKLAND, TEXAS --

 King Antonio, El Rey  Feo  and other
Fiesta dignitaries gave Airmen a taste
of Fiesta’s pageantry, culture and
traditions during the Royal Review at
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland’s ba
sic military training graduation
ceremony April 15.
The Royal Review – a military
tradition dating back to at least 1950,
according to base records –  allows
Fiesta Royalty to tour JBSA-Lackland
each April and attend a BMT gradua
tion  ceremony. The two chief
members of this del
Antonio and El Rey Feo, are annually
appointed residents of San Antonio
who serve as grand marshals at
Fiesta’s numerous celebrations.

While JBSA-Lackland holds 50
graduations each year, the Royal Review  adds  some  extra  pomp   to the
proceedings and is one of many military-related events that the Fiesta delegation
attends, said King Antonio XCIV, Hunt Winton III.

“All our military-related events are special, but watching  these  young new Airmen
graduate makes this visit really special,” he noted. “We hope that people (the
graduating Airmen’s families) stay in town this week and attend all the events, and
we would hope that our Airmen just jump in and have a blast with our community.”
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Members of Air Education and Training Command and
37th Training Wing leadership are pictured with
members of the Royal Party for Fiesta events after the
royal review of the Basic Military Training graduation
April 15 At Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. The royal
review is a military tradition dating back to at least 1950
that allows Fiesta royalty, to include King Antonio and El
Rey Feo, to tour JBSA-Lackland each April and attend a
BMT graduation parade ceremony. (U.S. Air Force photo
by Johnny Saldivar/Released) (Photo by Johnny
Saldivar )
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King Antonio is selected by the Texas Cavaliers – a local non-profit organization of
about 500 local business, civic and commu
official face of Fiesta and serves as an am
Review.

El  Rey  Feo,  Spanish  for  “the  ugly king,”  is  generally  considered  to  be the
common man’s representative dur
Commission   website   at   http://www. fiesta-sa.org. The El Rey Feo non-profi
founded in 1947 by the League of United Latin American Citizens, determines its
annual king through a fundraising cam
support educational scholarships for local high school students.

Darren Casey, 2016 El Rey Feo, raised  a  record-setting  $500,000  for the
foundation. His campaign’s motto,  “It  takes grit to be great,” fit in with San
Antonio’s military culture, Casey said.

“This  is  Military  City,  USA,”  he said.   “We’re   patriotic   people   and that’s 
 what   we   do   here   in  San Antonio – we support our military first and foremost.
I’m extremely humbled to be able to witness this graduation to
of all the graduates.”
 
Snce the Royal Review is typically the first  taste of Fiesta for the majority of
trainees, Casey made a point of min
shaking hands with several Airmen after the graduation ceremony ended. Casey said
he couldn’t wait for these service members to experience more Fiesta events.
“We’ve got Fiesta going on and that’s the  pride and  joy of  San  Antonio,”
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Scott Ball / Rivard Report

Soldiers stand as a performance of the National Anthem plays.

UPDATED NOVEMBER 10, 2016

Since its founding almost 300 years ago, San Antonio has had a strong and
proud military presence, and a single day to show appreciation to veterans
is simply not enough.

On Nov. 2, Mayor Ivy Taylor joined leaders from the San Antonio Chamber
of Commerce to kick off Celebrate America’s Military Month. The
celebrations and commemorations have been underway since.
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“San Antonio prides itself on being ‘Military City USA,’” Taylor stated in her
weekly email. “And over the next several weeks, we’ll have a chance to
honor our military men and women at dozens of events across the city.”

On Nov. 5, a convoy of the Alamo As Ford Model A Club rolled down the
street as part of a Veterans Day parade in Universal City and more than 100
veterans gathered in front of the mural titled You Are Not
Forgotten, located at 1500 W. Commerce St. The mural was painted by
Mike Roman, whose father served in Vietnam.

San Antonio Independent School District (SAISD) Board President Patti
Radle described the ceremony last Saturday as emotional in a Facebook
post.

“Names of former students of Lanier, Fox Tech, and Edgewood High
Schools who died in the conflict in Vietnam were read, ‘Taps’ were played,
(and the) Lanier color guard presented,” Radle wrote. “This whole event was
orchestrated by Jaime Macias, a Holy Cross High School graduate and his
family. It was a chance to say what many missed saying long ago: ‘Welcome
home.’”

The celebrations and commemorations in honor of our veterans will
culminate Friday, Nov. 11 – Veterans Day – as a number of businesses and
organizations will offer discounts and other services to those who have
bravely served our country.

Many restaurants will offer free meals to veterans who show their proof of
military service. More than 10% of San Antonio’s population are veterans, so
the impact is considerable. Click here for a list of participating companies.
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Also On Nov. 11, current and retired service members will receive free
admission to the Pat Green concert at Cowboys Dance Hall. SeaWorld is
also offering tickets and discounts to veterans and those on active duty.
Click here for details.

The biggest event of the week celebrating the United States military is the
17th Annual Veterans Parade at noon on Saturday, Nov. 12. The theme this
year is “Veterans and Community – United,” and starts at Alamo and
4th streets. The route will follow Alamo Street south to Commerce Street
and end at Milam Park. It will render special honors to Fernando F. Reyes, a
local WWII veteran.

Delia A. Guajardo, president of the U.S. Military Veterans Parade
Association, said entries in the parade will be composed of military units
from all branches of service, school ROTC units, school bands, VFW Posts,
and other associations that want to recognize veterans.

“The thought of a parade honoring veterans in San Antonio was born out of
love (for) our city’s military veterans and its rich military heritage,” Guajardo
wrote on the association’s website. “The first parade on Nov. 18, 2000, with
only a handful of participants, has grown to almost 250 entries and national
attention.”

Councilman Roberto Treviño (D1) extended the invitation to his
complementary Veterans Day luncheon on Nov. 12 to all San Antonio
veterans and their families. The luncheon will immediately follow the parade
and take place at 2 p.m. at VFW Post 76, the Oldest Post in Texas, located
at 10 10th St.

Soldier Songs & Voices will offer a free guitar and music workshop for
veterans on Nov. 13, from 1-3 p.m. at Sam’s Burger Joint. Its mission,
powered by the Welcome Home Project, is to embrace American veterans
upon their return home.

Annette Crawford, coordinator for the local chapter of Soldier Songs &
Voices, said the group meets every second and fourth Sunday of the month.
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“If you have a guitar, bring it along,” she added.

Another creative project, the public art program Open the Door, aims
to bring healing to veterans in San Antonio. This citywide public art program
provides a platform for veterans to express themselves and begin the
healing process.

“Transitioning to a New Normal” is the theme for an Open the Door art
exhibit reception on Thursday, Nov. 17, from 4:30-6 p.m. at The Grand at
VIA Villa. The former MKT Train Depot at 123 N. Medina St. will host the
exhibit from Nov. 7-28. The exhibit is free and open to the public and seeks
to spread the knowledge that art and creative activity can help veterans
overcome struggles.

There are dozens of other events designed to remember and honor the
veterans this month. Click here for a comprehensive list of events to
celebrate America’s military.

ABOUT DON MATHIS

Don’s life revolves around the many poetry circles in San Antonio. His poems
have been published in many anthologies and periodicals and broadcasted on
local TV and national radio. In addition to poetry, he has also written policy and
procedures for industry, case histories for psychological firms, and news and
reviews for various media.
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Contracting Soldier serves as Fiesta 
ambassador
By Daniel P. Elkins, Mission and Installation Contracting Command Public Affairs Office April 14, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas -- (April 14, 2016) A 412th 

Contracting Support Brigade Soldier is serving as one of 10 military ambassadors during 

the 125th Fiesta San Antonio.
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Sgt. 1st Class Rich Richardson was selected in December to serve as an ambassador for the 

Army during Fiesta, which runs April 14-24. He is representing the service along with his 

fellow ambassadors from each of the military services at multiple Fiesta events showcasing 

San Antonio's rich, multicultural heritage.

"It's quite special. We're the face of the military for the community," the South Boston, 

Virginia, native said. "It's important that we keep that bond with the citizens who support 

the armed forces."

Richardson, who has been with the brigade a little more than a year, admits that at first, he 

was not too familiar with what the selection entailed, but quickly discovered it would be a 

fast-paced few months ahead.

"I started doing some research and was excited. It's been a great experience so far," he 

said, having already attended about one and a half dozen events leading up to the official 

kickoff this week. "We have some great military supporters backing us. It's important the 

citizens in San Antonio hear our stories and learn about the military lifestyle. They also 

want to tell us their stories."

Richardson, 40, serves as the 412th CSB operations noncommissioned officer, responsible 

for running operations for the brigade's six subordinate units throughout the country. He is 

a graduate of Trident University International, earning magna cum laude honors with a 

Bachelor of Business Administration and concentration in contract management. He holds 

a Defense Acquisition Workforce Improvement Act Level III certification in contracting.

Richardson enlisted in the Army in November 2000 in the Motor Transport Operator 

military occupational specialty before transition to the 51C MOS as a contracting Soldier.

Fiesta began in 1891 to honor the heroes of the Battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto. 

Today it consists of more than 100 events. Fiesta features parades, festivals, exhibits, 

athletic activities, music and dancing and several other activities throughout greater San 

Antonio. 

Events are sponsored by local nonprofit organizations each year, raising funds that go back 

into the community for charitable causes. Officials from the Fiesta San Antonio 
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Commission Inc. estimate that the citywide celebration, which is supported by more than 

75,000 volunteers, generates about $284 million for the local economy and attracts 

almost 3.5 million people.
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Career Skills Program, P4 helps Airmen with post-military
careers
By David DeKunder | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | June 15, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
A partnership between Joint Base San Antonio,
businesses and public entities in the San
Antonio area is providing job skills and
training to service members who are making
the transition from the military to a civilian
career.
In January, the 502nd Force Support Group at
JBSA launched its Career Skills Program for
active-duty members who are transitioning out
of the military. The program allows companies
to provide training, an apprenticeship or job
shadowing for active-duty members who are
within 180 days of leaving the military, with
the permission of their unit commander.
The Career Skills Program is part of the JBSA
Public/Public/Public/Private (P4) Community
Partnership Initiative, which allows JBSA and
the 502nd Air Base Wing to enter into
partnerships in the community to provide,
receive or share installation support services
for many of its municipal and morale, welfare
and recreation functions.
Serafina De Los Santos, 502nd FSG executive
director, said the P4 initiative includes several
programs that provide resources, training and
job skills for transitioning service members
seeking employment in the civilian workforce.
“Under P4, we are trying to ensure we prepare transitioning service members for a soft landing, for
their life outside the military,” De Los Santos said. “Whatever they want to do is what we are helping
them with.”
De Los Santos said the P4 initiative and the Career Skills Program are helping to enhance the services
of the Department of Defense Transition Assistance Program, which provides information and
training to active-duty members who are transitioning out of the military, whether it’s pursuing
additional education, looking for a job in a civilian career field or starting their own business.
The P4 initiative has enabled JBSA to reach out to businesses and organizations within the community
to provide opportunities for transitioning service members, De Los Santos said.
“There is a sea of goodwill outside of the JBSA gates,” De Los Santos said. “P4 allows us to tap into
that. It has allowed us to open our gates and work with the community.”
Included in the Career Skills Program is Onward to Opportunity, which provides training for careers
in customer service and information technology. Transitioning service members who participate in
Onward to Opportunity can earn their certification in customer service or the IT field. Onward to
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Jim Ockenden, Information Technology Foundations
Facilitator for Onward to Opportunity, provides
instruction and gives an insider perspective to the
Information Technology world during a briefing June 9 at
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston. A
partnership between Joint Base San Antonio,
businesses and public entities in the San Antonio area
are providing job skills and training to service members
who are making the transition from the military to a
civilian career. (Photo by Janis El Shabazz)
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Opportunity is a partnership between the Institute for Veterans and Military Families at Syracuse
University, the Schultz Family Foundation and the Department of Defense.
The first session of Onward to Opportunity for JBSA members, held at JBSA-Fort Sam Houston in
April, had 23 members. The second session, which started June 6, has 31 members.
Companies participating in the Career Skills Program include Holt Cat, which sells and services
Caterpillar heavy equipment, engines and generators for construction, mining, industrial, petroleum
and agricultural applications; Accenture, a professional services company; and Tenet Health, a
network of medical facilities that provide services including wellness, primary care, urgent care,
outpatient surgery,  rehabilitation and acute hospital care.
De Los Santos said Holt Cat was the first company to participate in the Career Skills Program,
providing training in their state-of-the-art facility in San Antonio and jobs that pay a living wage.
Solar Ready Vets, a Department of Energy program that trains service members for careers in the
solar energy field, will begin in the fall at St. Philip’s College. The program is being offered to
transitioning service members through an agreement between JBSA and Alamo Colleges.
De Los Santos said JBSA has partnerships with the United Services Organizations Inc. office in San
Antonio which will enable USO counselors to assist service members in finding jobs and resume
writing, and with the U.S Department of Labor, the Texas Workforce Commission and the Texas
Veterans Commission to provide help to transitioning service members.
For more information on P4 initiative programs, contact the 502nd FSG at 221-2632.
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SA Int'l Airport expected
to be chaotic over
Thanksgiving holiday

Carjacker steals vehicle
with 1-year-old inside;
baby found safe
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County buying land near Randolph for preservation
180 acres will protect clear zone near Air Force Base

By Chris Shadrock - Web - News Producer
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SAN ANTONIO - Bexar County leaders announced Thursday that the county was buying 180 acres
near JBSA - Randolph Air Force Base.

The purchase will protect the clear zone around the base’s airfield.

The Texas Military Preparedness Commission announced at its meeting Thursday that Bexar County
and Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) will receive a $4.7 million grant through the Governor’s Defense
Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant (DEAAG) program.

“Bexar County has been working closely with our military leaders at Joint Base San Antonio and at
the state to secure this very important grant,” County Judge Nelson Wolff said. “It is a huge step

The Thunderbirds put on quite a show during their visit to San Antonio this weekend. Check out some images of their
performance at Randolph Air Force Base. Images are courtesy of KSAT Photojournalist Billy Caldera.

More Military Headlines

Veterans benefits fair set for April 9 in San
Antonio

Army vet on motorcycle fights off attacker

New canine training center opens on JBSA-Lackland

Teen battling illness becomes pilot for a day
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forward in protecting Randolph’s mission.”

Brigadier General LaBrutta, commander of Joint Base San Antonio echoed similar sentiments:

As San Antonio and its surrounding communities continue to grow, the increased development
near/around all of Joint Base San Antonio's (JBSA) major locations (Randolph, Fort Sam
Houston, Camp Bullis and Lackland) could pose potential impacts those critical missions.  The
City of San Antonio and its surrounding regional community leaders fully understand this fact
... and they are not just standing back allowing the planned growth to occur unconstrained. 
Instead, they are partnering with JBSA's senior military leaders and are at the forefront of
working diligently to ensure compatible development and mitigation measures are in place to
secure and protect JBSA's critical missions well into the future.

The funds from the Governor’s Office will be matched by $3,425,000 in Bexar County in-kind matching funds; $1,350,000
in federal in-kind matching funds and $1,287,500 in county cash matching funds for a total of $10,775,000.

Copyright 2016 by KSAT - All rights reserved.
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By Sig Christenson  | July 3, 2016 | Updated: July 3, 2016 9:37pm

Randolph battles birds for air superiority
Randolph seeing lots of close calls

Account

Local

IMAGE 1 OF 18
Universal City, Texas -- June 15, 2016 -- From left, Master Sgt. John Reagan, Maj. Will Rose and Maj. Chris
Bernardo fire non-lethal ammo at birds to deter them from entering the flight path at Randolph Air ... more

Photo: Ray Whitehouse, Photographer / For The San Antonio Express-News
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This year’s Texas-sized glut of rain has recharged the Edwards Aquifer, raised the
waterline along once-shrunken rivers and lakes, and given new life to lawns that
drought and scorching temperatures had left brown and dead, but it hasn’t been a
cause for celebration among pilots and commanders at Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph.

The reason? All that rain has sparked a Hitchcockian invasion of birds to Randolph
and the very real threat of midair collisions, such as one that nearly brought down Air
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MORE INFORMATION

A look at fatal mishaps involving birds and planes | http://www.airsafe.com/birds/signif.htm

US Airways Flight 1549 full cockpit recording | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLFZTzR5u84

Randolph program aims to reduce bird strikes | http://www.jbsa.mil/News/News/Article/607235/jbsa-
randolph-participates-in-project-to-reduce-aircraft-bird-strikes/

Force Maj. Tim Menges’ jet trainer this year. A half-hour after takeoff, a vulture
collided with the nose of his T-38C Talon, knocking out all the instruments.

Suddenly, the aircraft had no electrical power or communications.

“I can’t believe this,” he remembered thinking. “Why is this happening? You’ve got to
be kidding me!”

Birds are everywhere at Randolph, passing underneath T-38s, flocking over the air
traffic control tower and cluttering the takeoff paths along the base’s two runways. The
bird population has exploded courtesy of La Niña, a warming of waters in the Pacific
Ocean that has enhanced low-pressure systems that occasionally drench parts of
Texas, said Alvin Hill, chief of weather flight operations at Randolph.

In San Antonio, those showers nearly doubled the average precipitation recorded at
the base by this time of the year — almost 20 inches, rather than the usual 10.

All that rain brings more insects and more birds to eat them, an estimated 10,000 to
15,000 white-winged doves alone. The 12th Flying Training Wing cautions that it’s
hard to say exactly how many birds are near the base but noted that almost every crew
reports having a close call each time they fly: near-misses within 50 feet of the plane.
Last year, moreover, saw a high of 93 bird strikes recorded over 71,404 flight hours,
and not so coincidentally saw the highest amount of rainfall so far this decade, 42.83
inches.

There have been 56 strikes so far in 2016.

Those trends have prompted Randolph to wage a battle for air superiority, investing
hundreds of thousands of dollars in hopes of reducing strikes. A “bird radar” system
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set up late last year reveals that there are often 400 or more birds on or near the
runway at any given moment. Each bird or grouping of birds is seen on the screen as a
red triangle over the base and surrounding areas bordered by Interstates 35 and 10
and Loop 1604 East.

“Then off to the right, which is a very key area of interest for us, is Cibolo Creek,” said
Lt. Col. Scott DiGioia, the 12th Flying Training Wing’s former chief of safety, looking at
the screen recently. “And you’ll notice the main part of the activity exists between
Randolph and … Cibolo Creek, and it tends to occur quite a bit at all the agricultural
fields that you see to the southeast of Randolph.”

A cornfield sits just off one road that leads to a subdivision where Menges lived while
serving as a Randolph instructor pilot before moving to a new assignment recently.
The crop and new subdivisions to the south and businesses to the north are a cause for
concern as pilots take off and land over busy FM 78 and Pat Booker Road.

It’s a rare day when planes have in-flight emergencies because of a bird strike, but one
in 1995 involving an Air Force E-3 AWACs caused it to crash into an Alaskan forest,
leaving 24 airmen dead. AirSafe.com said the plane struck three dozen geese.

There have been fatal commercial aircraft crashes caused by bird strikes. US Airways
Capt. Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger guided a plane carrying 155 passengers to a landing
in the Hudson River on Jan. 15, 2009. An experienced Air Force pilot, he spent just
under two minutes working over landing options before ruling them out, saying,
“We’re going to be in the Hudson.”

Cost is another issue. The Air Force said 12 of the 70 bird strikes it logged in 2014
caused $1.15 million in damage.

Aware of the risks, the 12th Flying Training Wing has created the BASH Bird Dispersal
Team from the wing’s safety office. The Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard Program, as it’s
called, has a staff of six that includes a U.S. Agriculture Department wildlife biologist.

Armed with shotguns, nonlethal ammunition called a “screamer siren” and a bird
radar station, the program’s goal it to keep the birds away from the runways. The base
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also has spent $792,000 to trim 1,100 trees in housing areas and to remove 100 other
trees, hoping to persuade the birds to roost elsewhere.

The effort to reduce the size of the flocks is working, and it’s good news for pilots.

In late January, Menges, a 14-year Air Force veteran with 3,400 hours of flight time,
and student pilot Capt. Matt Pianalto were about 10 miles northwest of Cuero in
mostly cloudy skies at 1,500 feet when they saw the vulture headed toward their jet.

The bird struck seconds later. A cockpit video captured the incident before it went
dark. With no instruments or radio communication — even with each other — Menges
had enough time to get his bearings and think through his game plan. He had only two
options: Fly to Victoria or return to Randolph.

The cloud cover was worse in San Antonio, so he wrote a note by hand telling Pianalto
that they’d head to Victoria.

“I knew it was closest and the weather was better there — it looked better there — the
weather seemed to be improving as we headed south,” Menges explained.

He knew the airfield in Victoria. Finding it was the problem. Menges got the plane to
10,000 feet and stared through the clouds, hoping to see a landmark. He knew that
two roads led from Cuero to Victoria. The town below looked like Cuero, but he had to
be sure. He took the T-38 lower, both pilots anxiously searching for something
recognizable.

Moments later, they had it.

“There was a football field, and in the end zone was (written) ‘Cuero.’ … And I think
that saved our bacon,” Menges said.

Staying at 10,000 feet in case something went wrong, they soon were over the Victoria
airfield and checking the jet to see if it could land. It wasn’t flying as well as it should,
and they couldn’t tell if the nose gear was down.

Taking a leap of faith, they headed in for final approach. Then, through a cockpit
window partially bloodied by the vulture, Menges saw two slower-moving planes
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ahead of him, one a military jet, the other a Cessna.

“You’ve got to be kidding me,” he again thought, his heart sinking with the realization
that the lost time would burn more fuel.

He broke off the approach and flew toward the control tower, rocking his wings as he
passed by — a standard distress signal indicating that the electrical system was out.

The Navy T-6A pulled away, while the Cessna proceeded south. Menges circled once
more and descended. The landing was uneventful for a high-performance, supersonic
plane nearly brought down by a 2½-pound bird and perilously low on fuel.

“We burned about 60 pounds a minute, so we had about three and one half to four
minutes before one of the engines flamed out, and then probably both engines flame
out at that point,” said Menges, 36. “So I was thankful. I definitely had some angels on
the wing.”

sigc@express-news.net

Sig Christenson
Senior Reporter | San Antonio Express-News
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By Zeke MacCormack  | July 8, 2016 | Updated: July 8, 2016 5:32pm

Air Force allowed to join landfill opposition — late.
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An eleventh-hour objection to the proposed Post Oak Clean Green Inc. landfill by Air
Force officials worried about birds hitting planes has cheered opponents and
prolonged the state’s deliberations on whether to permit its opening in Guadalupe
County.

Fears that birds drawn to landfill waste would endanger Air Force pilots training at
Seguin Auxiliary Airfield arose just as the State Office of Administrative Hearings was
winding down consideration of the permit application filed in late 2011.

“Birds are a significant threat to the safety of our pilots and aircraft,” Col. Michael G.
Snell, vice commander of the 12th Flying Training Wing, said in a mid-May letter to
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.

Flight patterns for most of the 13,000 annual operations at the recently refurbished
airfield pass within one mile of the proposed landfill site, Snell wrote, and most
planes fly at altitudes of 2,000 feet or lower in that zone.

“The FAA estimates that 87 percent of wildlife collisions with aircraft happen near
airports below 2,000 feet,” he noted.

Previous permit objections to the 440-acre dump revolved primarily around fears of
groundwater contamination from waste seepage at the site, which is located over the
Carrizo Aquifer recharge zone about 12 miles east of Seguin.

Noting the case’s evidentiary record was closed in mid-April, the company joined
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TCEQ Executive Director Richard A. Hyde and the Office of Public Interest Counsel
in urging the state hearings office to not consider the Air Force’s belatedly-raised
concerns.

They pointed out the Federal Aviation Administration had consulted the Air Force and
raised no permit objection, and that the proposed landfill site off FM 1150 complies
with the state’s required 5-mile minimum separation distance between airports and
dumps.

“Colonel Snell’s letter does not provide a compelling expert opinion on how the
landfill would create bird hazards that would differ significantly from other bird
hazards to aircraft using the auxiliary field,” TCEQ attorney Steve Shepherd said in a
brief filed on behalf of Hyde, who has recommended approval of the landfill permit.

John Riley, attorney for Post Oak Clean Green Inc., also argued that the Air Force
chose not to participate in the permitting process, which included a hearing in
January, and shouldn’t be allowed to now enter the fray.

But Administrative Law Judges Sarah G. Ramos and Craig R. Bennett last month
reopened the record to limited new evidence, delighting landfill opponents that
include the cities of Schertz and Seguin, Guadalupe County, the Guadalupe County
Groundwater Conservation District and the Schertz-Seguin Local Government Corp.

The judge’s order said the FAA’s non-hazard finding and the roughly 9.5-miles
between the dump site and the training field did not necessarily constitute
compliance with the pertinent state code.

“Even if no airfields are located within the distances noted in the rule, if flying
patterns or other factors would cause the landfill to present a significant bird hazard
to low-flying aircraft, it would not be permitted under the language of the rule,” said
the order, which set a July 15 deadline for additional briefs to be filed by parties.

Guadalupe County Judge Kyle Kutscher called that “a responsible decision” and said
Friday that anything that jeopardizes the viability of the training wing could hold
economic implications for the area.

Richard Lowerre, attorney for the group Stop Post Oak Dump, said Friday, “It’s great
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that this issue has gotten raised in time for the state to consider it. We’re talking
about the lives of pilots.”

Despite the docket extension, he expects the state office of administrative hearings
this month to issue a proposal for a decision on the permit, which he said TCEQ
commissioners could vote on by fall.

The Air Force has deployed crews armed with noise-making shotguns, guided by a
special radar, to limit the size of flocks of birds near Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph, whose nlumbers have risen with high rainfall in the fall and spring.

The initial FAA consultation with the Air Force on the dump concerned only whether
the landfill would create an obstruction for aircraft overhead and did not broach the
issue of bird strikes, according by Betsy Johnson, attorney for the cities and the local
government corporation.

“Essentially the Air Force’s right hand didn’t know what its left hand was doing, which
resulted in the FAA letter” of no objection, she wrote in a pleading filed Friday.
“Since learning of this action, the USAF issued an advisory to the FAA that it now
objects to the permitting of the landfill because it presents an increased risk of bird
strike hazards.”

There was no mention of the auxiliary field in the landfill firm’s airport analysis,
Johnson said in the pleading, which included a sworn affidavit from Daniel P.
Sullivan, acting chief of the Air Force’s Bird/Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard Team.

Since 1995, he said, 528 vulture strikes on USAF aircraft in Texas had caused $14
million in damage. The 12th Training Wing reported 93 bird strikes last year.

Johnson said locating the landfill on the proposed site “will increase the probability of
a bird strike to aircraft ... placing mission readiness, pilots and the surrounding
population at increased risk.”

zeke@express-news.net

Zeke MacCormack
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Active aircraft were on display during the command
change ceremony at the Joint Base San Antonio
Randolph Air Force Base for the 12th Flying Training
Wing.

From the San Antonio Business Journal:
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2016/09/20/bexar-county-begins-91-acre-
land-acquisition.html

Bexar County begins 91-acre land acquisition
around Randolph Air Force Base
Sep 20, 2016, 12:18pm CDT Updated: Sep 20, 2016, 3:21pm CDT

Bexar County is on a tight timeline to complete its
purchase of more than 100 acres of land for a buffer
zone around one of San Antonio's military bases — a
project that could also mitigate the chances of
another round of Base Realignment and Closure, or
BRAC for short, actions in the Alamo City.

Bexar County plans to purchase 91 acres of land by
the end of August 2017 in an effort to create a buffer
zone around Joint Base San Antonio Randolph Air
Force Base that would span 142 acres in total.

County leaders recently approved a professional
services contract with the San Antonio office of
Kansas City, Mo.-based HNTB Corp. The civil engineering and construction consultants will
be responsible for negotiating and acquiring that acreage in exchange for $743,343 in fees,
and has about $6 million at its disposal for the job.

About $4.7 million of those funds stems from a grant awarded by the Texas Military
Preparedness Commission, an agency through the Texas Office of the Governor. Bexar
County is matching nearly $1.3 million through its coffers for the project.

The project is valued at a total of $10.7 million. This figure includes an earlier land buy of 51
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acres around Randolph at a cost of $3.4 million, and another $1.3 million for a joint land use
study, as the Air Force base considers future expansions for this buffer zone.

"That's a relatively short period of time to acquire quite a bit of property," said Renee Green,
director of public works for Bexar County during Commissioners' court.

But it is a move that could pay off significantly in the long run.

Randolph AFB is home to the U.S. Air Force 12th Flying Training Wing, which conducts
more than 210,00 flight operations each year — a figure that surpasses annual air-traffic
numbers for the San Antonio International Airport.

The move to create this buffer zone is an effort to protect that training wing from being
relocated to another Air Force Base that's not so close to housing developments.

Randolph has been dealing with developer housing encroachment on the base for years, in
addition to a large bird population that regularly get stuck in plane engines and cause
damage.

Local military leadership has identified which lots, mostly those near the end of plane
runways, the county should attempt to acquire first.

"We're going to primarily focus on vacant property in the clear zones," Green said.

Those zones stretch from the Randolph AFB entrance on the borders of Universal City and
Schertz to I-35, just east of The Forum at Olympia Parkway shopping center.

On the south side of the base, the land plots expected to be snapped up span between
Lower Sequin Road on I-10 East and east of Loop 1604 and west of Farm-to-Market road
1518.

Randolph leaders are headed to the Texas Military Preparedness Commission to request
future funding soon.

Bexar County leaders previously delayed this project in favor of another grant for secondary
water service infrastructure across four San Antonio military bases.

About 12,000 individuals live and work at Randolph and the population that surrounds it has
more than 100,000 people across several small cities like Schertz and Universal City.
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Sen. Campbell, Commissioner Bush visit JBSA-Randolph
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | March 02, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas --
Texas Sen. Donna Campbell and Texas Land
Commissioner George P. Bush visited Joint
Base San Antonio-Randolph Feb. 24 to tour
12th Flying Training Wing facilities and learn
about its mission.
The 12th FTW hosted the officials during an
afternoon visit that included a mission brief, air
traffic control tower tour and a T-38 static
display.
Campbell and Bush were greeted for the tour
by Col. Michael Snell, 12th FTW vice
commander; Col. Michael Gimbrone, 502nd
Security Forces and Logistics Support Group
commander; Meg Reyes, JBSA installation
encroachment manager; and Lt. Col. Emil
Bliss, 12th FTW community initiatives
director.
The tour started with a mission brief in
building 100, 12th FTW headquarters. During
the brief, Campbell and Bush learned about the
vast reach of the 12th FTW and how its
leadership spreads across several different
airframes in three different geographic
locations. 
At the East air traffic control tower, Bliss explained to Campbell and Bush why increased
development near JBSA-Randolph may come with obstacles to flying mission success.
“The community around JBSA-Randolph is growing. As more businesses come to the area, we have
to be prepared for things that might affect our flying mission. If a restaurant is built close to a runway,
it could attract birds and pose a safety threat to our pilots,” Bliss said. “We have been working with
the community to make sure local officials understand how development outside of our gates can
affect our training and mission readiness.”
After learning about the many factors that affect flight operations at JBSA-Randolph, Bush and
Campbell had the chance to see the JBSA-Randolph flying mission up close with a static display of a
T-38, which is used to train fighter pilots and instructor pilots.
As a T-38 pilot, Bliss understands the various factors that can affect flying operations and uses that
knowledge to educate members of the community.
“The Community Initiatives Office promotes a better understanding of what we do in the 12th Flying
Training Wing. Sometimes we work with community leaders, other times with local residents,” Bliss
said. “I’m glad that Commissioner Bush and Sen. Campbell got to see how we get the mission done
every day. We are proud to have their support and the support of several others throughout San
Antonio.”
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Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush, Texas Sen.
Donna Campbell and Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12th Flying
Training Wing Community Initiatives director, discuss
encroachment issues at an air traffic control tower Feb.
24 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. (Photo by
Melissa Peterson)
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JBSA attends Earth Day Texas 2016
By 2nd Lt. Avery Larkin | Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs | April  29, 2016

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH --
Representatives from Joint Base San Antonio
joined environmental organizations, academic
institutions and businesses on the list of
exhibitors at Earth Day Texas 2016 in Dallas
April 22-24.

Earth Day Texas is an annual event that
supports environmental conservation and
education. With over 700 exhibitors, the event
covers every major environmental issue and
several geographic locations worldwide. This is
the first year JBSA has participated since the
event started in 2011.

Meg Reyes, director of JBSA installation
encroachment and compatible development,
Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12  Flying Training Wing
Community Initiatives director, Bryan Hummel,
JBSA pollution prevention manager and aquifer
recharge specialist, Amber Lamm, JBSA
community planner, and Monte Cox, a
contracted community planning liaison, spoke
with Earth Day attendees about JBSA’s
sustainability and the different ways each
location is becoming more environmentally-
conscious.

The group presented data from Air Installation
Compatible Use Zone, Joint Land Use and
similar studies at each JBSA location to show how each area’s recent developments affect the local
environment and the ability to continue the military mission.

“Not only does being here allow us to educate people on how JBSA cares for the environment, but
it’s also a chance to meet other organizations with overlapping goals,” Bliss said. “Development
around San Antonio has the potential to impact both the environment and the military missions at
every JBSA location.  Working with conservation groups is a win-win situation: preservation of the
military mission, and more importantly in the long term, preservation of the environment.”

2016 is the second year military organizations significantly participated in Earth Day Texas. Attendees
appreciate seeing the military taking strides towards sustainability. Their presence strongly resonates
with people, said Jillian Mock, an Earth Day Texas communications associate.

“Large problems, like environmental issues, require large scale problem solving. Therefore, we all
must be responsible for our environment. We are all stewards,” Mock said.
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From left: Amber Lamm, JBSA community planner,
Bryan Hummel, JBSA pollution prevention manager and
aquifer recharge specialist, Lt. Col. Emil Bliss, 12th
Flying Training Wing Community Initiatives director, Meg
Reyes, director of JBSA installation encroachment and
compatible development, and Monte Cox, a contracted
community planning liaison. The group presented as one
of the exhibitors at Earth Day Texas, an annual event
supporting environmental conservation and education in
Texas. (Photo by Courtesy Photo)
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AACOG Receives 2016 NADO Innovation Award
AACOG recently
received a 2016
Innovation Award
from the National
Association of
Development
Organizations
(NADO) for its
“Supporting San
Antonio’s Military”
project.

Upon completion, AACOG’s “Supporting San Antonio’s
Military” project will provide a stable water source for Joint
Base San Antonio, which serves one-third of the military
members stationed in Texas. As the grant lead, AACOG will
receive funds, purchase and donate materials to JBSA,
contingent on the approval of the Secretary of the U.S. Air
Force.

NADO is a Washington, DC-based association that promotes
programs and policies that strengthen local governments,
communities and economies through regional cooperation,
program delivery and comprehensive strategies. The
association’s Innovation Awards program recognizes regional
development organizations and their partners for improving the
economic and community competitiveness of our nation’s
regions and local communities.

Award-winning projects were honored during NADO’s 2016
Annual Training Conference, held October 15-18 in San
Antonio, Texas. The 2016 class of award recipients consists of
96 projects spanning 28 states. These projects are presented
in an interactive “Story Map” developed by NADO and Esri and
include project summaries, funding information and partners.
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“Since 1986 through its Innovation Awards program, NADO
has recognized the transformative work regional development
organizations perform every day. Award-winning projects
showcase best practices across the country in regional
development that support prosperous communities, stronger
local economies, and improved quality of life for residents,”
said 2015-2016 NADO Board President Jeffrey Kiely,
Executive Director of the Northwest New Mexico Council of
Governments.

For more information about this award-winning project, contact
Hernán Rozemberg, External Affairs Coordinator, Alamo Area
Council of Governments, at (210) 362-5203 or
hrozemberg@aacog.com.

Since 1967 the National Association of Development
Organizations (NADO) has provided advocacy, education,
networking, and research for the national network of 540
regional development organizations. NADO members provide
professional, programmatic, and technical assistance to over
2,300 counties and 15,000 municipalities.

View the Story Map Online
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Texas Grants $5 Million for San Antonio Military Water
Fix
(12/10/15)

Austin – Today the Texas Military Preparedness Commission voted to award $5 million
of grant money to help resolve critical water needs at Joint Base San Antonio under the
command of Brigadier General Robert D. LaBrutta.

In a package of water projects built
by San Antonio Water System,
water will be brought to various
military bases through
infrastructure improvements.  This
water will provide a much needed
source of water for these
installations, which currently face
acute water challenges.

“This grant affirms the value of
strengthening our longstanding
partnership with the military,” said
City Councilman Joe Krier. “When
we learned that water scarcity threatened the viability of military bases in our city, we
took action, rapidly developing a plan to insure that the taps won’t run dry. We are
living up to the moniker Military City USA.”

The projects entail running water supply lines and setting up interconnects at Camp
Bullis, Lackland, Ft. Sam, Lackland Training Annex, as well as making improvements to
Security Hill. The projects have garnered support from a broad base of stakeholders,
including the City of San Antonio, Bexar County, AACOG, SAWS, the San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce, surrounding County and City governmental officials, as well as
a number of State legislators, including Texas House Speaker Joe Straus.

“We are thrilled with the decision by the TMPC
and grateful for the hard work of the Alamo Area
Council of Governments, San Antonio Water
System and the Military Transformation Task
Force for developing a winning grant application,”
said Mayor Ivy R. Taylor. “The funding for an
alternative water source addresses Joint Base San
Antonio’s top priority, and we are hopeful that
having access to alternative water makes JBSA
significantly more competitive.”

Continued Krier, “The City of San Antonio has
worked with the other military communities in
Texas and House Speaker Joe Straus for the past
few years to secure funding in the Legislature to
increase the military value of Texas’ installations.
With this grant, we are now reaping the rewards of
those efforts.”

“The projects will be done over the next two years
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and will remove any doubt that water should be a
factor in decisions about the future of our military
missions,” President/CEO Robert R. Puente said

of the latest development.

As the official grant applicant, Alamo Area Council of Governments will manage the
project and – along with SAWS and with JBSA – will truly be the “cog” in the wheel of
the grant. 

“This is truly a community and statewide effort, including the Governor and the TMPC
Commissioners, and I could not think of a more exciting mission than to help secure
our bases’ military missions,” noted Diane Rath, Executive Director of AACOG.  “This
couldn’t have been done without our State and local community partners, and this is
truly a regional project that will be beneficial for communities throughout our
surrounding counties. 
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Press Release: 
 

Date: December 10, 2015 

Contact: Dwight Clark, 512-463-0126 

 

 

Joint Base San Antonio and Alamo Area Council of Governments Win Big 

with $5 Million State Grant to Build Water Infrastructure 

 

Austin, Texas - Today, $5 million dollars was awarded to the Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) to 

develop long term water infrastructure projects for Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA), Camp Bullis, Fort Sam 

Houston, Lackland Air Force Base, and others. Water security is a top priority for all of San Antonio's military 

installations.  

 

The $5 million was awarded from the Defense Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant (DEAAG), which under 

Senator José Menéndez's leadership was funded for the first time in two legislative sessions. The DEAAG 

program is administered by the Texas Military Preparedness Commission. Grants are awarded to defense 

communities who partner with military bases in order to develop projects that would strengthen their installation.  

 

"Funding the DEAAG program is an important budget investment that I have been working on for years. I'm 

grateful to see it finally come to fruition and benefit JBSA," said Senator Menéndez. "I'm proud that San Antonio 

was a direct recipient of this grant and now JBSA will have a viable water supply to provide their missions and 

the heroes who serve there." 

 

The JBSA grant application was the highest ranked proposal. It was made possible through a collaborative 

partnership with AACOG, JBSA, SAWS, City of San Antonio, Bexar County, San Antonio Chambers, the 

Military Transformation Task Force and Senator Menéndez. 

 

The $5 million will allow SAWS to develop waterlines and other infrastructure to directly link Camp Bullis with 

their services. It will also allow SAWS to be the secondary water source for JBSA, Fort Sam, and Lackland Air 

Force Base. The city of San Antonio played a key role by waving impact fees of $5 million in order to develop 

this $10 million project. This innovative water infrastructure project for JBSA is estimated to be completed by 

August of 2017.  

 

"The future of San Antonio military installations were dependent on this investment," Senator Menéndez added. 

"We must do everything we can to protect our bases not only for our country's national security, but for the 

tremendous economic impact it provides our community. JBSA is linked to nearly 300,000 jobs and contributes 

$46 billion to the Texas economy." 

### 
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Scott Ball / Rivard Report

Soldiers walk one by one into the Tobin Center for the Performing Arts.

UPDATED OCTOBER 7, 2016

San Antonio Water System received a $5 million-boost from the Texas
Military Preparedness Commission (TMPC) towards achieving water security
for U.S. Military bases in San Antonio, a development that City officials hope
will stave off local base closures.

The Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) will manage the grant-
funded projects, as the official grant applicant and recipient, in partnership
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with SAWS and the City. The Military Transformation Task Force, a City,
Bexar County, and San Antonio Chamber of Commerce initiative, also
helped craft the grant.

“This is truly a community and statewide effort, including the governor and
the TMPC, and I could not think of a more exciting mission than to help
secure our bases’ military missions,” stated Diane Rath, executive director of
AACOG.

These bases currently maintain and operate their own water systems, relying
on the aquifers below them for their water supply. Camp Bullis, for instance,
relies on its own wells drilled into the Trinity Aquifer, known for its increased
susceptibility to drought.

“The funding for an alternative water source addresses Joint Base San
Antonio’s top priority, and we are hopeful that having access to alternative
water makes JBSA significantly more competitive,” Mayor Ivy Taylor stated
in a news release last week.

SAWS President and CEO Robert Puente said in September that about
20,000 feet – nearly four miles – of connecting waterlines will be needed to
provide a backup water supply for facilities at Camp Bullis, Ft. Sam
Houston, and Lackland Air Force Base as well as making improvements to
Security Hill. The projects are expected to total $11 million over the next
several years. SAWS estimates that almost 4,600 acre feet per year will be
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used by the bases once the infrastructure is implemented, but for security
reasons, it cannot release actual use data.

“The projects will be done over the next two years and will remove any
doubt that water should be a factor in decisions about the future of our
military missions,” stated SAWS President and CEO Robert Puente.

The bases are collectively known as Joint Base San Antonio, which includes
Randolph Air Force Base. A separate agreement will be made for Randolph
AFB as its closer to the City of Shertz.

“This grant affirms the value of strengthening our longstanding partnership
with the military,” stated Councilman Joe Krier (D9). “When we learned that
water scarcity threatened the viability of military bases in our city, we took
action, rapidly developing a plan to insure that the taps won’t run dry. We
are living up to the moniker Military City USA.”

 

 

*Top image: Soldiers walk one by one into the Tobin Center for the
Performing Arts.  Photo by Scott Ball. 
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The 25th Airforce extends a welcome to India's Air Chief Marshal Arup Raha and his wife, Lily Raha. Lackland
AFB was one of several stops they made during their visit to the United States. Photo by William Belcher/
Sharon Singleton.

UPDATED OCTOBER 7, 2016

If and when the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission (BRAC) looks at U.S. Military bases to see which are
candidates for closure, the host of bases in San Antonio want to make sure
there aren’t any asterisks next to their names. For years, a critical issue for
local bases has been water security but an agreement announced Tuesday
with the City’s water utility aims to remove that particular asterisk.
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“Whenever there is another round of base closing, water will not be an
issue,” San Antonio Water System (SAWS) President and CEO Robert
Puente said.

Puente was joined by Mayor Ivy Taylor and Councilmember Joe Krier (D9)
at City Hall on Tuesday morning to announce SAWS’ plans to roll out more
than 20,000 feet – nearly four miles – of pipeline to facilities at Camp Bullis,
Ft. Sam Houston, and Lackland Air Force Base to provide a backup water
supply. Infrastructure costs of connecting the bases to SAWS’ system will
cost the City $11 million out of SAWS’ budget over the next several years.
Officials will be seeking money from a Defense Economic Adjustment
Assistance Grant to defray up to 50% of the costs.

These bases currently maintain and operate their own water systems, relying
on the aquifers below them for their water supply. Most urgent is the water
supply case for Camp Bullis, which relies on its own wells drilled into the
Trinity Aquifer, known for its increased susceptibility to drought.

SAWS draws water from seven different sources in addition to an expansive
recycling program while military bases are limited to a single aquifer. That’s
why military bases follow more strict drought restrictions, typically at Stage 3
while SAWS remains at Stage 1.

In case of emergency and to promote expansion of military presence,
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diversification of supply was needed.

“This level of cooperation is what the federal government can expect from
Military City USA,” Krier stated in a news release. He is credited with
leading the effort at the mayor’s direction. “The SAWS agreement with Joint
Base-San Antonio makes our city a more attractive location when the
Defense Department decides to relocate or expand military missions, which
would mean more jobs for our region. I’m proud that we’re able to
accomplish this ground-breaking deal.”

The bases are collectively known as Joint Base San Antonio, which includes
Randolph Air Force Base. A separate agreement will be made for Randolph
AFB as its closer to the City of Shertz, Puente said.

SAWS estimates that almost 4,600 acre feet per year will be used by the
bases once the infrastructure is implemented. However, included in the
agreement is $7.5 million for the 25th Air Force on Lackland AFB’s “Security
Hill,” which houses cybersecurity, intelligence, and space command efforts.
Because of security concerns, it’s unknown how many acre feet will
eventually be used by these facilities.

The military contributes more than $27 billion every year to the local
economy, according to a 2012 study by the City’s Economic Development
Department, 68% of which comes from Joint Base San Antonio. More than
130,000 local jobs are directly supported by the military, another 57,000
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indirectly. The Department of Defense awarded about $4 billion in local
contracts in 2011.

 

*Top image: A meeting room for the 25th Air Force in Lackland Air Force
Base. Photo by William Belcher/ Sharon Singleton.
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Commentary: Who is Really Paying for SAWS Rate Structure?

SAWS Seeks Millennial Input on Water Future with Digital Campaign
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CARLOS JAVIER SANCHEZ | SABJ

Robert Puente, CEO of SAWS, is one of the officials
involved in carrying out water projects that will be
brought to various military bases through infrastructure
improvements.

From the San Antonio Business Journal:
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/news/2015/12/14/san-antonio-military-
installations-getting-5.html

San Antonio military installations getting $5
million water fix
Dec 14, 2015, 8:29am CST Updated: Dec 14, 2015, 11:22am CST

The Texas Military Preparedness Commission has
voted to award $5 million in grant money to help
resolve critical water needs at Joint Base San
Antonio under the command of Brig. Gen. Robert D.
LaBrutta. Officials involved in the grant said in
published news reports that the additional support in
vital resources will ensure San Antonio’s military
bases are equipped with the proper foundation to
serve its military needs locally and nationally.

In a package of water projects built by San Antonio
Water System, water will be brought to various
military bases through infrastructure improvements.
This will provide resource security for these installations, which currently face acute water
challenges, officials involved in the deal said.

“This grant affirms the value of strengthening our longstanding partnership with the military,”
City Councilman Joe Krier was quoted in news reports. “When we learned that water scarcity
threatened the viability of military bases in our city, we took action, rapidly developing a plan
to insure that the taps won’t run dry. We are living up to the moniker Military City, USA.”

The projects entail running water supply lines and setting up interconnects at Camp Bullis,
Lackland, Fort Sam Houston, Lackland Training Annex, as well as making improvements to
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Security Hill. The projects have garnered support from a broad base of stakeholders,
including the city of San Antonio, Bexar County, AACOG, SAWS, the San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce, surrounding county and city governmental officials, as well as a
number of state legislators, including Texas House Speaker Joe Straus.

“We are thrilled with the decision by the TMPC and grateful for the hard work of the Alamo
Area Council of Governments, the San Antonio Water System and the Military
Transformation Task Force for developing a winning grant application,” said Mayor Ivy R.
Taylor in published news reports. “The funding for an alternative water source addresses
Joint Base San Antonio’s top priority, and we are hopeful that having access to alternative
water makes JBSA significantly more competitive.”

Officials involved in the decision added that the projects, which will be done over the next
two years, should take water out of the equation when it comes to decisions about the future
of military missions in San Antonio.

As the official grant applicant, Alamo Area Council of Governments will manage the project
along with SAWS and JBSA.

SAWS provides water and wastewater services to more than 1.6 million consumers in the
San Antonio region.

Susan Saporito
Managing Editor
San Antonio Business Journal
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Texas Grants $5 Million for San Antonio Military Water Fix

      0

AUSTIN, Texas, Dec. 11, 2015 /PRNewswire/—Today, the Texas Military Preparedness Commission
(TMPC), voted to award $5 million in grant money to help resolve critical water needs at Joint Base San
Antonio under the command of Brigadier General Robert D. LaBrutta. The additional support in vital
resources will ensure San Antonio’s military bases are equipped with the proper foundation to serve our
military needs locally and nationally.

In a package of water projects built by San Antonio Water System (SAWS), water will be brought
to various military bases through infrastructure improvements.  This will provide much-needed resource
security for these installations, which currently face acute water challenges.

“This grant affirms the value of strengthening our longstanding partnership with the military,” said City
Councilman Joe Krier. “When we learned that water scarcity threatened the viability of military bases in
our city, we took action, rapidly developing a plan to insure that the taps won’t run dry. We are living up to
the moniker Military City, USA.”
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The projects entail running water supply lines and setting up interconnects at Camp Bullis, Lackland, Ft.
Sam, Lackland Training Annex, as well as making improvements to Security Hill. The projects have
garnered support from a broad base of stakeholders, including the City of San Antonio, Bexar County,
AACOG, SAWS, the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, surrounding County and City governmental
officials, as well as a number of State legislators, including Texas House Speaker Joe Straus.

“We are thrilled with the decision by the TMPC and grateful for the hard work of the Alamo Area Council
of Governments, the San Antonio Water System and the Military Transformation Task Force for
developing a winning grant application,” said Mayor Ivy R. Taylor. “The funding for an alternative water
source addresses Joint Base San Antonio’s top priority, and we are hopeful that having access to
alternative water makes JBSA significantly more competitive.”

Continued Krier, “The City of San Antonio has worked with the other military communities in Texas and
House Speaker Joe Straus for the past few years to secure funding in the Legislature to increase the
military value of Texas’ installations. With this grant, we are now reaping the rewards of those efforts.”

“The projects will be done over the next two years and will remove any doubt that water should be a
factor in decisions about the future of our military missions,” President/CEO Robert R. Puente said of the
latest development.

As the official grant applicant, Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) will manage the project and
– along with SAWS and with JBSA – will truly be the “cog” in the wheel of the grant. 

“This is truly a community and statewide effort, including the Governor and the TMPC Commissioners,
and I could not think of a more exciting mission than to help secure our bases’ military missions,” noted
Diane Rath, Executive Director of AACOG.  “This couldn’t have been done without our State and local
community partners, and this is truly a regional project that will be beneficial for communities throughout
our surrounding counties.”

Since 1992, San Antonio Water System has been a leader in innovative water management strategies,
making San Antonio water’s most resourceful city. Water and wastewater services are provided to more
than 1.6 million consumers in the San Antonio region.

 

  

SOURCE San Antonio Water System
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THORNBERRY: “WE ARE 

PLAYING CATCH UP TO THE 

THREAT.”
May 5, 2016   On The Record

Texas Insider 

Report: SAN 

ANTONIO, Texas – 

At the request of 

Congressman Will Hurd, House Armed 

Services Committee Chairman Mac 

Thornberry traveled to Laughlin Air Force 

Base in Del Rio, and Joint Base San Antonio

to learn more about cybersecurity, pilot 

training readiness and other vital national 

security interests relevant to these bases. 
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Included in the itinerary was a panel with 

Hurd and Thornberry, moderated by Robert 

Rivard, Founder and Editor-in-Chief of the 

Rivard Report. Below is a thorough article of 

the issues discussed on the panel.

Thornberry: No Military Base Closures in 

2017

By EDMOND ORTIZ on 3 May, 2016 at 15:01

U.S. Rep. William “Mac” 

Thornberry (R-Clarendon) assured the 

audience gathered at Pearl Stable Tuesday 

morning that there will not be a round of U.S. 

Military base closures in 2017, though 

he couldn’t say the same for years beyond 

that.

San Antonio has intimate knowledge of the 

military’s Base Realignment and Closure 

procedures: Kelly Air Force Base, now Port San 

Antonio, closed in 2001 and Brooks Air Force 

Base, now Brooks City Base, closed in 2002.

Thornberry is waiting for data requested from 

the Pentagon that may prove base closures 

and realignment save the federal government 

money at a time when the U.S. defense 

budget could use more support.
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“If you look at the 

military budget from 

2010 to 2014, it went 

down 21%. The one area where it went up, 

even during the overall decline, was 

cybersecurity because it is this new domain of 

war-fighting,” Thornberry said. “We are playing 

catch up to the threat.”

Thornberry spoke during a San Antonio 

Chamber of Commerce panel discussion with 

U.S. Rep. Will Hurd (R-San Antonio) 

 on Tuesday that addressed the growing 

importance of San Antonio’s military and 

cybersecurity professionals to enhancing 

America’s security. Rivard Report Director 

Robert Rivard served as moderator.

Thornberry, who represents the Texas 

Panhandle and parts of north Texas, spent 

Monday and Tuesday meeting with local city 

and military leaders. He briefly talked with 

Mayor Ivy Taylor in private before the 

chamber breakfast as Taylor had to leave to 

attend a San Antonio Water System 

board meeting.

During this meeting, the board unanimously 

approved a $150,000 administration fee to 

the Alamo Area Council of Governments for 

managing the $5 million Defense Economic 
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Adjustment Assistance Grant that will 

reimburse SAWS and the City for less than half 

of the $11 million infrastructure costs of 

connecting area military bases to SAWS’ 

system. City and base leadership have said 

that water security is one of many issues that 

the military looks for when deciding which 

bases to close.

Nearly four miles of pipeline will be installed 

to provide Camp Bullis, Ft. Sam Houston, and 

Lackland Air Force Base with a backup water 

supply of less than 4,600 acre feet per year. 

Because the Trinity Aquifer wells that Camp 

Bullis relies on are failing, it will be SAWS’ first 

priority to complete the pipeline project this 

year, SAWS officials said, and all others will be 

completed by November 2017.

“Security Hill,” which houses cybersecurity, 

intelligence, and space command efforts for 

the 25th Air Force on Lackland AFB, requires 

the largest piece of the funding: $7.5 million. 

But because of security concerns, it’s 

unknown how many acre feet will be used by 

these facilities.

City Council approved a $5.6 million impact 

fee waiver earlier this year
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San Antonio’s reputation of “Military City USA” 

and the rising profile of the city’s high 

technology sector, both have a vital role to 

play in the national cyber conversation, the 

panelists agreed.

Hurd and Thornberry have 

plenty of experience between 

them to discuss cybersecurity 

and how it affects the nation’s 

defense. Thornberry is the first 

Texan member of Congress to chair the 

influential U.S. House Armed Services 

Committee and Hurd is a former Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) operative and brings 

with him the experience of nearly one decade 

of undercover work.

Hurd is in a highly competitive re-election 

campaign to continue representing a district 

that covers 800 miles between San Antonio 

and El Paso, including much of the 

U.S.-Mexican border.

The more established hubs of technology the 

better, Thornberry said, because hubs like 

Silicon Valley encourage the development of 

innovative solutions in national security.

“San Antonio has a case to make for itself 

because of the civilian cyber work that goes 
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on here and the military work,” he said. “Not 

only are the people going back and forth, the 

innovation is going back and forth. 

The cooperation is what you have to have in 

cyber as much as any other part of warfare.”

San Antonio’s reputation as a cyber hub is 

becoming more renown around the country, 

Hurd said, as the locally based 24th Air 

Force and 25th Air Force provides “significant” 

help in the defense of the national digital 

infrastructure.

“Cyber is a domain like air, land or sea, and 

(the Air Force is) leading in that area,” Hurd 

said, adding that local military agencies can 

reach out to the private sector for 

cooperation. “What they’re doing now in 

collaboration with the chamber and groups 

like Geekdom is creating this platform, a 

sandbox, a proving ground for new 

technology.”

Hurd said as America’s digital infrastructure 

increases and ages, so do the threats to its 

security. Local universities such as 

the University of Texas at San Antonio, Texas 

A&M University-San Antonio and Trinity 

University have a role to play in preparing a 

tech-minded workforce.
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“You also have to 

have Rackspace and USAA and their role when 

it comes to protecting infrastructure,” Hurd 

said.

The U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security has expanded its footprint in San 

Antonio with the creation of regional task 

forces, such as Joint Task Force-West located 

at Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston.

“It’s tasked with looking at the (U.S.-Mexican) 

border in a fashion it hasn’t done before,” 

Hurd said. “People know the importance of 

San Antonio.”

Hurd and Thornberry said that enhancing the 

nation’s offensive cybersecurity capabilities is 

critical especially with the growing cyber 

threat from the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL), other terrorist groups, and rouge 

nations.

“People understand we’re being attacked 

everyday by a variety of actors, by 

sophisticated state actors, criminals and lots 

of things in between,” Thornberry said. “The 

challenge is that the threat has been growing 

over time and faster than our policies have 

been able to keep up. We have the best 
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people, best technology, but our laws and 

technologies have not kept up.”

Hurd added that in preparing for actual 

warfare, a nation can spend millions of dollars 

and several years in researching and 

developing a weapon, whereas in 

cyberwarfare, an attack can be carried out in a 

matter of hours or days. In other words, the 

rules of warfare are changing fast.

“What we’re trying to do is encourage the 

military to more expeditiously take advantage 

of innovation in the private sector – to buy 

stuff faster – because if you go through the 

whole military procurement process, by the 

time you get a piece of software, it’s out of 

date,” Thornberry said. “We have to figure out 

how to operate at the speed of light because 

that’s the speed at which cyber is conducted.”

“The way we buy IT goods and services, the 

speed at which we do it, impacts our national 

security,” Hurd said.

Hurd and Thornberry also said the United 

States can impose a form of deterrence in two 

ways: Publicly holding accountable those 

responsible for launching cyber-attacks 

against America and its allies, and by openly 

noting its cybersecurity capabilities.
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However, Thornberry acknowledged 

bureaucracy and politics tend to bog down 

the allocation of resources and cutting-edge 

technology that the military needs for proper 

cybersecurity.

The two congressmen also agreed basic 

communication among relevant agencies – 

quick sharing of intelligence – is vital to 

everyone’s cybersecurity efforts, given the 

storied lack of communication pre-9/11, and 

among European officials prior to the recent 

terrorist attacks in Paris and Brussels. 

Thornberry said the United States must 

continue to lead by example in this area.

“There is no substitute for U.S. leadership. If 

we don’t lead, Europe is not able to replace us. 

The world’s a more dangerous place,” he said.

“Information sharing in Europe needs to 

improve,” Hurd added. He noted how the U.S. 

House passed legislation last month to speed 

up the nation’s ability to share proven 

technologies with its allies.

The Enhancing Overseas Traveler Vetting Act 

will let the United States develop and share 

open-source software to help European allies 

vet travelers and identify known or suspected 

jihadists. Hurd said U.S. agencies have greatly 
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improved their communication and 

information sharing abilities since 2000 when 

he arrived at the CIA.

“If we can get our European allies to that level, 

we’ll be much stronger,” he added.

Managing Editor Iris Dimmick attended the 

SAWS board meeting on Tuesday morning and 

contributed to this report.
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By Scott Huddleston  | September 15, 2015 | Updated: September 15, 2015 7:14pm

Water supply a concern for Camp Bullis

Local leaders and the San Antonio Water System announced plans Tuesday for an $11
million project to build nearly 4 miles of pipeline to help ensure that San Antonio will
remain “Military City USA.”
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SAWS officials said the city-owned utility has made construction of a 1,700-foot-long
pipeline to Camp Bullis its top priority in an agreement with Joint Base San Antonio to
be the primary water source for the 28,000-acre North Side training reservation,
which currently relies on wells in the Trinity Aquifer.

“Camp Bullis has Trinity wells that are very susceptible to drought. They quickly can
find themselves in a dire situation,” SAWS CEO Robert Puente said.

Construction of a pipeline to the camp, which is largely undeveloped but has
temporary housing, restaurants and dining facilities, is set to begin next year. The
work is expected to cost $1.2 million.

The project also includes extension of mains and valves, meters and other equipment
to offer secondary service, if needed, to JBSA-Fort Sam Houston, JBSA-Lackland and
its training annex, and the cybersecurity and intelligence complex on the east end of
Lackland known as “Security Hill.”

Mayor Ivy Taylor had asked SAWS and Councilman Joe Krier about a year ago to “get
this fixed” after Air Force Brig. Gen. Robert D. LaBrutta, JBSA commander, raised
concerns about water supply as a potential vulnerability in a future federal base-
closure process. San Antonio has experienced closure of two Air Force bases, Brooks
and Kelly, in the past 20 years.

Krier said water supply has been rated as a “red-light item” for San Antonio by base-
closure panels. He said the agreement will “solve the military’s water needs for at least
the next 20 years,” particularly at Camp Bullis, which JBSA identified as its No. 1
concern.

“If we ever lost Bullis, we would lose all kinds of other missions in this community
because it’s the training place for the military medics, for a whole lot of other things,”
Krier said.

A 2012 study by the city’s economic development department estimated the military
puts more than $27 billion annually into the local economy and generates more than
130,000 jobs, with an additional 57,000 provided through indirect economic impact.
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According to SAWS, water use at Camp Bullis is about 107 acre-feet annually — about
35 million gallons, or enough to serve about 325 average homes. It will be up to JBSA
to decide whether to use SAWS water as the camp’s primary source and pay retail or
wholesale rates.

To fund the entire project, the Alamo Area Council of Governments will apply for a $5
million state Defense Economic Adjustment Assistance Grant, part of $30 million
allocated by the Legislature to help communities address concerns in the base-closure
process. SAWS capital improvement funds will cover the rest of the cost.

The other military sites rely on Edwards Aquifer wells and could be forced under
federal rules to reduce consumption in a drought, even though they are exempt from
Edwards Aquifer Authority pumping rules, Puente said.

“As an employer, the military doesn’t use that much water, in relationship to a lot of
other major employers. But what they needed was water security,” he said.

The other large base in the area, JBSA-Randolph, has an interconnection with the city
of Schertz, and a recycled water contract with Cibolo Creek Municipal Authority,
SAWS officials said.

Besides protecting current missions, the agreement also could help San Antonio gain
new ones, said Robert Murdock, the city’s director of military affairs.

“Having an alternative water source for Joint Base San Antonio significantly increases
the military value of all of our installations,” he said.

shuddleston@express-news.net

Twitter: @shuddlestonSA

Scott Huddleston
Staff Writer | San Antonio Express-News
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