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observer, was wounded in France 

during combat with German aircraft 

and crash landed. He died the next 

day from his wounds. Lt. Keesler was 

awarded the WWI Victory Medal with 

Silver Star for his gallantry. 

  Following World War II, the Air Force 

became a separate branch of service 

in 1947. Thus, Keesler Army Air Field 

became Keesler Air Force Base.

  Since its inception, Keesler ’s 

mission has been training. Now, 81st 

Training Wing unit personnel train 

approximately 2,600 students daily 

in 31 initial skills, seven enlisted 

medical specialties, graduate medical 

education, and another 300-plus 

technical training courses. Students 

include Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps 

and Coast Guard personnel along 

with Defense Department civilians 

and international students from allied 

nations. Keesler graduated its one 

millionth student on June 11, 1968. 

  Keesler was also an Air Force basic 

training center twice in its first 25 

years of operation, and provided flight 

training at various times. 

  As the mission evolved and changed, 

so did the way it was maintained. 

“We received our first computers in 

1958,” said Arnold. “We used them 

to process the training students’ next 

assignments.”

  Just as Keesler has been involved 

in training for 75 years, it’s also been 

heavily involved in the community. 

In Fiscal Year 2014, Keesler provided 

an estimated $1.65 billion economic 

impact to Mississippi through jobs, 

contracts, services and retirees’ 

pensions. A commitment to serve 

is evident as Keesler personnel 

volunteered more than 139,000 hours 

to agencies and events on base and in 

local communities.

  “The most significant link between 

Keesler now and Keesler in the past 

is its community involvement,” said 

retired Chief Master Sgt. Charles 

Teston, a 31-year Air Force veteran. 

“When I was here in 1954 for airborne 

radio operator training, we built many 

things on and off base. We upgraded 

the World War II-era barracks in the  

base training area and built structures 

on Ship Island.”

  The past few years have been 

an active, but rewarding time for 

Team Keesler as the base continues 

to “Train, Develop and Inspire the 

World’s Best Airmen!” The base 

was the Commander-in-Chief’s 

Installation Excellence Award recipient 

for 2013; recognized as the top U.S. 

Air Force installation in the world. 

Each year, Team Keesler provides 

Air Expeditionary Forces to support 

contingency and humanitarian 

operations around the globe.

  “The training I got here carried me 

through three tours in Vietnam,” 

Teston said, “and the discipline, order 

and community ties have stayed with 

me.” 

KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE will 
celebrate 75 years of training 
excellence throughout 2016. Its 
impact to the Gulf Coast community  
is signiicant.
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Keesler Air Force Base honors namesake with retreat ceremony

undreds of Airmen 

lined Meadows Drive in 

formation as Keesler Air 

Force Base’s leadership, 

military retirees and local 

business and civic leaders 

gathered in front of the 81st Training 

Wing Headquarters during a 75th 

anniversary retreat ceremony May 13.

  The ceremony was to honor the career 

and life of Lt. Samuel Reeves Keesler, 

Jr., for whom Keesler Air Force Base is 

named. Keesler was born in Greenwood, 

Miss., in 1898. He was an outstanding 

student leader and athlete in high 

school and at Davidson College in 

North Carolina. He entered the Army 

Air Service in 1917, was commissioned a 

second lieutenant and received training 

as an aerial observer. He was killed 

in action during World War I while 

performing a reconnaissance mission 

behind German lines on Oct. 8. 1918. 

Keesler and his pilot came under heavy 

gunfire from four enemy aircraft. The 

pilot lost control of the badly damaged 

airplane while Keesler continued to 

fend off the attackers even as they 

plummeted to the ground. Seriously 

wounded during the battle and ensuing 

crash landing, German ground troops 

captured and held Keesler prisoner. 

Unable to receive immediate medical 

attention, Keesler died the following 

day. He was posthumously awarded the 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
KEESLER AFB name dropping

H
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81st Training Wing Public Affairs
photos courtesy of KAFB
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WWI Victory Medal with Silver Star 

device for his gallantry.

  “Today we learn more about the 

history of our great base, and perhaps 

even a little more importantly, 

together we stand shoulder to 

shoulder as an extremely proud group 

of American Airmen who are fortunate 

to carry on the legacy of Lt. Keesler 

and this base,” said Col. Michele 

Edmondson, 81st TRW commander.

  Retired Chief Warrant Officer 

Thomas Adams and retired Lt. Col. 

Henry Burkle were recognized as 

special guests for being assigned to 

Keesler the year it became a named 

military installation. “This was a great 

ceremony and I was delighted to be 

part of it,” said Adams.

  During the ceremony, T.J. Moran, 

Congressman Steven Palazzo’s office 

representative, read a Congressional 

Record proclamation that was also 

read to the 114th House of Congress.

  After the Star-Spangled Banner and 

taps were played, an honor guard of 

81st Security Forces Squadron Combat 

Arms Training and Maintenance 

personnel dressed in World War II 

service uniforms lowered the flag 

while retreat was played.

  “Retreat is a time to reflect on the 

hard work done during the duty day, 

on who we are and why we do what 

we do, and to humble ourselves to the 

legacy that the men and women who 

have come before us have written in 

the pages of history,” said Edmondson.
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Bayou View Fitness is 

a premier upscale fitness 

health club in Gulfport that 

is dedicated to helping its 

members reach their fitness 

goals. They pride themselves 

on their personalized service 

and individual attention for 

those seeking to achieve a 

healthier lifestyle. Owners 

Joff & Michele Clarke strive to 

assist local military members 

by offering them a special 

membership discount. The 

Clarkes love and fully support  

the  military and their efforts, 

and especially value the 

veteran and active duty club 

members.

1116 Cowan Rd., Ste. D, 

Gulfport

228.896.0888

www.bvfgulfport.com
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t 1:15 a.m. on a June 

morning, Lt. Col. Jeff 

Ragusa shuts off his 

alarm, rolls out of bed, 

gets ready quietly and 

leaves for work. The 

pilot and aircraft commander meets 

his crew at 2:15 a.m. to prepare for a 

4:30 a.m. departure to fly a low-level 

investigation mission at 500 feet above 

the Gulf of Mexico into a tropical 

disturbance which may become a 

tropical storm or hurricane. As Ragusa 

and his crew depart, Maj. Steven 

Burton, a navigator, repeats the same 

ritual to make it to work at 5:45 a.m., 

meets with his fellow crew members, 

and prepares for a 7:45 a.m. departure 

to fly a mission at 10,000 feet into a 

tropical storm in the Pacific. 

  Ragusa and Burton are two of 

120 reservists in the 53rd Weather 

Reconnaissance Squadron (WRS) 

assigned to the 403rd Wing at Keesler 

Air Force Base. As the only Defense 

Department unit flying weather 

reconnaissance missions into severe 

tropical weather June 1 to Nov. 30, 

these citizen Airmen must be ready to 

go within 16 hours. The information 

they gather is sent to the National 

Hurricane Center, which improves 

forecasts and storm warnings. The 

majority of the reservists live on the 

Gulf Coast but reservists come from 30 

states to serve.

  “As a member of this squadron, you 

realize you are going to live out of a 

suitcase from the first of June until the 

end of the season,” said Ragusa, who 

was enjoying the day with his family 

when he got the call notifying him to 

fly. 

  While this is just one weather mission 

for Ragusa and Burton, this ritual is 

expected to be repeated numerous 

times by squadron members during 

a busy hurricane season. The unit’s 

“war on weather” is unique for 

several reasons, said Col. Frank L. 

Amodeo, 403rd Wing commander. He 

is responsible for the 53rd WRS, which 

is one of three special missions in the 

Air Force Reserve. “We ask people to 

deploy for shorter lengths of time but 

on a much more frequent basis,” he 

said.
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Hurricane Hunters are waging war on the weather
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  Most Reserve units train for 

deployments every two to three years, 

but the Reserve weather reconnaissance 

mission occurs yearly, flying both 

winter and tropical storms. Flying 

tropical storms improves storm track 

models by 25 percent or more, said 

Amodeo. “This mission saves hundreds 

of millions of 

dollars by reducing 

the miles of U.S. 

coastline that have 

to be evacuated,” he 

added.

  The squadron’s 

operations area 

is immense, 

ranging from the 

mid-Atlantic to 

Hawaii. Weather 

reconnaissance 

taskings originate 

at the National 

Hurricane Center. 

The National 

Hurricane 

Operations Plan requires the squadron 

to support 24-hour-a-day continuous 

operations with the ability to fly up 

to three storms simultaneously with 

response times of 16 hours. The 403rd 

Wing at Keesler has 10 full-time 

Reserve aircrews and 10 traditional 

Reserve part-time crews available to fly 

its 10 aircraft.

  “Reserve wings provide operational 

capability, strategic depth and surge 

capacity to the greater Air Force, and 

ultimately the warfighter. The 53rd 

WRS has a war on two or three fronts 

— in the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean, 

and the Pacific,” said Amodeo. 

“Furthermore, the 53rd can not request 

support from another unit; weather 

reconnaissance aircrews fly unique 

aircraft and have unique skill sets, 

qualifications and certifications.”

  It can be a challenge to assemble crews 

on short notice, said Ragusa, and the 

crew makeup is important. Leadership 

throughout the wing demands good 

operational risk management and crew 

resource management for the risks 

associated with long and dynamic 

missions over a vast geographic area. 

“Hurricane Hunter missions can be up 

to 12 hours long 

and operate around 

the clock, often 

outside the normal 

work-rest cycle,” 

Amodeo added.

  Data the Hurricane 

Hunters provide 

is vital, potentially 

saving lives 

and property. 

The Pacific and 

Atlantic Oceans 

are data sparse 

environments 

due to the lack of 

radar and weather 

balloons in those 

areas. “Other observation systems can’t 

give you the whole story,” said Lt. Col. 

Jon Talbot, senior meteorologist. “From 

satellites, you can see a hurricane and 

the eye of the hurricane; however, 

the satellite can’t tell you the exact 

center, wind speeds on the surface 

and what the central pressure is. The 

only way to get the ground truth data 

is to fly an aircraft into the storm and 

directly measure the surface winds 

and pressure, which is very important 

for the computer models that forecast 

movement and intensity.”

  Whatever Mother Nature brings, the 

Hurricane Hunters are prepared to 

respond to provide data which plays a 

critical role in alerting coastal residents 

about potential hazards. At press time, 

the Hurricane Hunters had flown 

missions into Tropical Storms Bonnie 

and Colin in the 2016 hurricane season.
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  Beau Rivage Casino & Resort 

Biloxi will honor all military 

guests and their families with 

Military Mondays for BraVeau, 

the summer extravaganza. 

Military members can receive 

four tickets to the show for 

$25 and get 2-for-1 at the Beau 

Rivage Buffet each Monday for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

The Beau Rivage is proud to 

honor all military members — 

active duty and retired — for 

their service and has partnered 

with Keesler Air Force Base 

in recognition of its 75th 

anniversary. 

Beau Rivage Resort & Casino

Biloxi

888.750.7111

www.beaurivage.com

Tech. Sgt. Christopher Becvar, 
53rd Weather Reconnaissance 

Squadron weather reconnaissance 
loadmaster, prepares an airborne 
expendable bathythermograph for 
release out of the back of a WC-

130J aircraft during a light into the 
remnants of Dorian July 29, 2013.

http://www.beaurivage.com


1941-2016

March 6, 1941
The War Department 

announced that the Army 
Air Corps would establish a 
technical school at Biloxi.

Aug. 25, 1941
The War Department 
designated Army Air 

Corps Station No. 8 as 
Keesler Army Airield.

May 10, 1943
The irst women’s unit, Detachment, Women’s 

Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), activated; 
redesignated the 749th WAAC Post 
Headquarters Company in late-May.

Aug. 1, 1972
Air Training Command 

(ATC) inactivated the 3380th 
Technical School at Keesler; 
the USAF School of Applied 

Aerospace Sciences activated 
and assigned to the Keesler 
Technical Training Center.

Feb. 8, 1957
Tactical Air Command’s  

Air-Ground Operations School 
arrived from Southern Pines, 

North Carolina. Its T-33s were 
the irst jets assigned to Keesler.

July 31, 1944
The War Department 

assigned its only 
emergency rescue 
school to Keesler.

July 1, 1943
The War Department 
leased Horn Island 
for chemical warfare 
studies.

Sep. 20, 1941
The Army Air Corps Replacement 
Training Center was activated to 

train new recruits.

Sep. 29, 1941
The Airplane and Engine 
Mechanics School began 

operation.

Jan. 1, 1959
Air Training Command 

redesignated the 3380th 
Technical Training Wing 
as the Keesler Technical 

Training Center and 
the 3380th Technical 

Training Group became 
the 3380th Technical 

School, USAF.

MilestonesKEESLER AFB

1940 1950 1960 1970 

Jan. 15, 1967
The 3389th Pilot Training Squadron is 
activated at Keesler. This unit trained 

foreign pilots under the Military 
Assistance Program (MAP) using the 

T-28 aircraft.

1973
The 815th was reactivated as part of the 

Air Force Reserve, lying C-130s at Keesler 
AFB, under control of the 920th  
Tactical Airlift Group (Reserve)

April 1, 1977
USAF School of Applied 
Aerospace Sciences is 
inactivated; the USAF 

Technical Training School 
activated and aligned under 
the newly activated 3300th 

Technical Training Wing 
(TTW) which is assigned 
to the Keesler Technical 
Training Center (KTTC).
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April 24, 1982
Keesler Air Force 

Base hosted the irst 
Regional Special 

Olympics; event drew 
350 participants.

Dec. 1, 1992
All Air Force 

weather courses 
transferred to 

Keesler.

July 1, 1993
81st Training Wing 

assigned as host unit; 
wing included the 
81st Technical 
Training, 81st 
Support, 81st 
Logistics, and 

81st Medical 
Groups. KTTC 
inactivated.

June 30, 1991
Military Airlift 

Command inactivated 
the 53rd Weather 
Reconnaissance 
Squadron. 53rd 

Hurricane Hunters 
mission transferred to 
the 403d Airlift Wing, 

Keesler’s Air Force 
Reserve unit.

July 1, 1994
The 45th Airlift Squadron (AS) 
activated and assigned to the 

81st Training Group. Equipped 
with C-12C/F Huron and C-21A 

Learjet aircraft, lying training 
returns to Keesler for the irst 

time since 1973.

Feb. 17-18, 1999
The 403rd Wing received the first of the new 
WC-130J weather reconnaissance aircraft. 
The “J” model aircraft replaced 1960-era 

C-130 aircraft.

Aug. 29, 2005
Hurricane Katrina made landfall near 

the Louisiana/Mississippi border 
as a Category 3 hurricane with 

sustained winds of 120 mph. Record 
storm surge peaked at 34 feet and 
caused an estimated $950 million 

damage to Keesler.

April 5, 2013
Keesler named the 
2013 Commander-
in-Chief’s Installation 
Excellence Award 
winner as the best Air 
Force installation within 
DOD. Award included 
a $1 million prize to 
enhance quality of life 
on the base.

May 20, 2016
Keesler hosts 
Mississippi 
Special Olympics 
for 30th year.

March 22, 2010
The largest military family 
housing construction project 
in Air Force history was 
completed. 1,028 new 
homes, costing $287.8 
million, were constructed.

Jan. 5, 2010
The 338th Training Squadron 
marked the end of an era with 

the inal graduation of the 
ground radio communications 

apprentice maintenance 
course after 48 years.

June 12, 2016
Keesler turns 75! 

June 6-13, 2009
Keesler Air Force Base hosted the 2009 Conseil 
International du Sport Militaire (CISM) Women’s Armed 
Forces Soccer Championship. The tournament hosted teams 
from Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, The Netherlands, 
The Republic of South Korea and the United States.

1980 1990 2000 2010
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Retired Lt. Col. Henry Burkle, who was stationed at 
Keesler during World War II, views KAFB memorabilia 
during Keesler’s 75th Anniversary Historical Display 
Unveiling. A display featuring 14 historical panels 

created by Keesler personnel was unveiled along with 
the newest 75th anniversary logo.

Air Force base brings people, skills and dollars to South Mississippi
story by Susan Ruddiman photos courtesy of KAFB

eople from all over the United States arrive at 

Keesler Air Force Base to get a job done, but then 

find the lure of the Mississippi Gulf Coast makes 

them reluctant to leave.

  “Before coming to Keesler, I was in transit and 

had only spent a few hours on the base. Since being 

assigned here, I have found it to be incredible — a hidden gem 

amongst Air Force installations. The community atmosphere 

makes you feel at home,” said Col. Dennis Scarborough, 81st 

Training Wing vice commander.

  He is quick to point out his priority is to oversee the 81st 

Training Wing’s mission to train Air Force personnel, as well as 

those from the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Defense 

Department civilians, who can continue to protect the United 

States. There are between 2,000 and 2,500 students on Keesler at 

any given time. Overall, an average of 28,000 to 30,000 students 

who have completed initial skills training and advance skills 

training graduate each year, and move on to new assignments 

across the world. However, some end up returning.

  James “JJ” Vollmuth did just that. He arrived at Keesler in the 

mid-1950s as a young recruit to learn how to be an air traffic 

controller, and ended up making the coast his home because, “I 

married a girl from Biloxi,” he said. His career of about 50 years 

spanned his time in the Air Force — where he retired as a chief 

master sergeant — to being an air traffic controller instructor at 

Cody Hall. Of their two sons, one has retired as a colonel in the 

Air Force and now makes his home in St. Martin.

  Vollmuth’s assignment at Keesler and his decision to stay is 

weaved into the thousands of stories from others who have gone 

through the base’s gates over the decades. Each person has left 

an impression that has made a positive economic impact on the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

  “Biloxi is favorable with its low taxes and quality of life. People 

come back time after time, and the dollars turn over. Keesler Air 

Force Base is a tremendous asset to our community,” said Biloxi 

Mayor Andrew “FoFo” Gillich.

  “All my life, Keesler has been here, and it’s so important to the 
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KEESLER AFB making an impact
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Mississippi Gulf Coast. You have the 

students out there, then you have the 

instructors who support the students, 

then you have the government 

employees dedicated to supporting the 

facilities. It’s a phenomenal number,” 

said Chevis Swetman, president and 

chairman of the board of The Peoples 

Bank.

  The phenomenal number Swetman 

refers to is an annual $1.67 billion 

impact, according to the latest 

economic impact analysis report 

released by Keesler.

  “The hard facts and numbers are 

incredible,” said Rachael Seymour, 

director of the Biloxi Chamber of 

Commerce. “It means the people who 

are stationed at Keesler shop in our 

stores, dine in our restaurants and 

purchase houses. I also hope they 

retire here.”

  The economic impact analysis reports 

11,785 military and civilian employees 

on the base with an additional impact 

of 4,100 family members. About 2,683 

of these family members attend public 

schools with most going to Biloxi, 

Harrison County, Long Beach and 

Ocean Springs districts. The annual 

military payroll tops out at $463 

million and civilian payroll is at $193 

million.

  Among Mississippi, Louisiana and 

Alabama, there are around 33,127 

retirees with 59,628 dependents. 

Keesler Medical Center is one of the 

factors that attracts people to retire in 

the area.

  “We are one of the few installations 

in the Air Force with a full medical 

center and we are proud of the team 

of doctors, medics and administrators 

who do an incredible job for active 

duty, guard members and retirees,” 

Scarborough said.

  In addition to the economic impact 

of the base, hardly a week goes by 

that personnel from Keesler don’t 

volunteer in the community. The 

economic analysis reports 281,596 

volunteer hours each year.

  “We are very proud to have this 

military presence and that Keesler is in 

our community,” Swetman said. “It’s a 

great partnership.”
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• 11,785 total workforce

• 3,393 daily student load

•  27,985 technical training 

graduates

•  5,120 daily outpatient 

interactions at 81st  

Medical Group

•  5,400 403rd Wing  

flying hours

• 340 Airmen deployed

• $2.4 billion physical assets

•  $1.67 billion total  

economic impact

Note: Figures based on fiscal  

year 2015 analysis.

KEESLER
AIR FORCE BASE
AT A GLANCE:The “Biloxi/Keesler Partnership Day” proclamation sits on display  

during Keesler’s 75th Anniversary Historical Display Unveiling at the  
Biloxi Visitors Center. 
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story by Brian Lamar, 
81st Training Wing Public Affairs
photos courtesy of KAFB

rom bands of Airmen scouring the Biloxi 

beaches picking up trash, to sharp-suited 

Airmen displaying the nation’s colors before 

the local Shuckers game, Keesler Airmen are 

seen throughout the community serving on 

and off the clock.

  “For the short time we’re here, we embrace this 

community and it embraces us,” said Chief Master Sgt. 

Harry Hutchinson, 81st Training Wing command chief. 

“We aren’t just a base on the Mississippi Gulf Coast; 

we’re a part of the community. We not only work here; 

we live here, shop, dine and play here.”

  One of the most notable ways Keesler Airmen interact 

with South Mississippi is through volunteerism. 

The Air Force recognizes those who go above and 

beyond the call of duty to continually improve their 

surroundings through giving their free time for others.

  “Our volunteerism program on base gives Airmen a 

way to practice the Air Force’s core value of service 

before self,” said Ernesto Alvendia, the Keesler 

volunteer program coordinator. “Last year Keesler 

Airmen donated more than 281,000 man hours to 

civic organizations in the community. It equates to 

more than $6 million in revenue saved by charitable 

organizations.”

  The hundreds of thousands of hours donated only 

represent actual documented hours. There are many 

other ways individual Airmen give that never go 

noticed publicly. One example is Tech. Sgt. Brian 

Margavich, 2nd Air Force network operations NCO in 

charge, who decided in 2000 that he would like to learn 

the history and give tours of the Biloxi Lighthouse 

on Highway 90. “I went to the city officials and told 

them I would like to have a tour. They told me they 

didn’t have the man power to keep it open for tours. 

COMMUNITYSERVICE
KEESLER AFB assisting others

F

Keesler Air Force Base volunteerism touches lives and communities
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That’s when I decided to help,” said 

Margavich.

  Margavich enlisted the help of his 

wife and daughter and they have been 

providing weekly tours to countless 

locals and visitors.

  Keesler staffs an honor guard 

to provide final military honors 

at veteran funerals and perform 

ceremonies on and off base. These 

ceremonies can range from posting 

colors at large civic events to 

marching in patriotic holiday parades. 

“Last year the Keesler honor guard 

performed 126 color guard ceremonies 

and 753 funerals,” said Master Sgt. 

Larry Davidson, Keesler Honor Guard 

superintendent.

  The Keesler honor guard covers an 

area that spans from the Alabama/

Mississippi border to the Louisiana/

Texas border and as far north as 

Jackson, Miss. “Sometimes this will 

be the only exposure to a military 

ceremony that people have,” said 

Davidson. “It’s a very important 

mission to honor the country and to 

honor those who have served.”

  Emergency services are another 

way Keesler and the surrounding 

community interact. Keesler has a 

mutual aid agreement with several 

cities to coordinate fire protection. 

“Our agreement allows Biloxi and 

other cities to request help for 

something such as a large structure 

fire or another large incident and it 

goes both ways,” said J.D. Donnett, 

Keesler fire chief.

  In addition to responding to calls for 

help in the surrounding communities, 

the local fire departments combine 

forces to conduct training exercises, 

such as responding to aircraft crashes 

at the Gulfport-Biloxi International 

Airport. The Keesler fire department 

shares a strong relationship with 

Harrison County, Biloxi, D’Iberville 

and Gulfport, according to Donnett. 

“In my 30 years in fire protection, the 

relationships between Keesler and the 

surrounding area do not exist at the 

level it does here anywhere else,” he 

said.

  That relationship was put to the test 

when the Arbor View Apartments 

in D’Iberville were set ablaze by 

an arsonist at the height of Mardi 

Gras celebrations in 2014. Keesler 

responded to help contain the blaze to 

just one of the closely built apartment 

complexes. Keesler also responded to a 

helicopter crash in northern Harrison 

County when a forestry service 

helicopter crashed in the DeSoto 

National Forest.

  Each year, Keesler hosts the 

safety education Mid-Air Collision 

Avoidance Conference where local 

civilian aviators and other government 

agencies meet with Keeler safety 

representatives to discuss flight 

patterns and how to avoid interactions 

in the air with military aircraft.

  Keesler also is dedicated to providing 

students with exposure to technical 

careers. “Each year we host a 

Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) day for local 

high school students,” said Liz Waters, 

the Keesler community support 

coordinator.

  Additionally, Keesler partners with 

local, regional and statewide educators 

in the Air Force Junior ROTC State 

Drill Competition; 2nd Air Force hosts 

a career diversity day for surrounding 

universities Air Force ROTC programs; 

and the 81st Security Forces Squadron 

hosts a Law Enforcement Explorer 

Camp.

  “We are a part of the community,” 

said Waters. “Our kids go to local 

schools and participate in local sports 

programs. Keesler is blessed to have a 

supportive community.”

KEESLER AIRMEN are truly part 
of the community, donating more 
than 281,000 man hours just last 
year. From honor guards at veteran 
funerals and ceremonies to conducting 
training exercises for irst responders 
to teaching children at local schools, 
Keesler supports the community.

This Special Section Is Sponsored In Part By:
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Customs and courtesies maintain Air Force mission and dignity

o non-military people, the 

disciplined formality and 

precision of the armed forces’ 

ceremonies and traditions are 

impressive and reassuring 

that order reigns. 

  These traditions are called customs 

and courtesies by the Airmen at Keesler 

Air Force Base, and they’re an integral 

part of the mission, according to 

Chief Master Sgt. Harry Hutchinson. 

“Everything hinges on our core values 

of integrity first, service before self and 

excellence in all we do,” he said. “For 

instance, drill is all about precision and 

military bearing; that military bearing is 

the glue that keeps us looking good.”

  “The drill ceremony dates way back 

and is a way to move a large number of 

people efficiently through a space,” said 

Master Sgt. Larry Davidson.

  Airmen-led quarterly drill exercises are 

held and often the Airmen compete for 

trophies. 

  That’s why visitors to the base will 

observe Airmen walking in an orderly 

fashion from building to building, 

maintaining Air Force discipline. 

  Saluting when in uniform is a courtesy 

active duty men and women give each 

other. “It’s an exchange of pleasantries 

and goes back to Medieval times as a 

sign of respect,” Hutchinson said.  “It’s 

a deeply rooted custom that means 

‘I recognize you and what you do.’ 

Officers will say ‘thank you’ to show 

HONORINGTRADITION
KEESLER AFB core values

T
story by Lynn Lofton photos courtesy of Keesler Air Force Base

This Special Section Is Sponsored In Part By:
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they appreciate it. When initiated by a 

junior member — whether enlisted or 

an officer — the junior person holds 

the salute until the senior person 

returns it and puts his or her hand 

down. Saluting is done when outside 

or inside if you’re called into an 

office.”

  Reveille and retreat are also time 

honored traditions that mark the 

beginning and end of the official 

day. “You face the flag and salute if 

outside. If you can’t see the flag, you 

face the direction of the music. You 

stop and put on your blinkers if you’re 

in an automobile. In your office, you 

pause and sit quietly,” Hutchinson 

said. “You don’t want to get caught 

violating that dignity and respect; 

it symbolizes freedom, pride and 

the memory of those who helped us 

achieve freedom.”

  Reveille — a military wakeup — 

is played in the mornings and the 

national anthem is played for retreat 

at 5 p.m. However, Hutchinson and 

Davidson stress that Airmen don’t 

necessarily jump up and leave at 5 

p.m. Taps is played on the base at 9 

p.m. to signal bed time.

  Each branch of the military has an 

Honor Guard that plays a vital role 

in maintaining tradition. Members 

at Keesler are recommended by their 

commanders. It’s an additional duty 

for these Airmen who use personal 

time to train and travel to participate 

in military funerals, parades and other 

events such as the Biloxi Shuckers 

home games. There are four teams 

with members serving one year. 

  “For the funerals, our motto is to 

honor with dignity,” said Davidson, 

who is Keesler ’s Honor Guard 

superintendent. “I tell new folks that 

a lot of what we do is in small towns 

where we may be the only military 

people the residents have seen, so the 

reputation of the Air Force hinges on 

their professionalism.”

  Those who qualify for honor guard 

funerals are veterans, military retirees 

and those who died on active duty — 

a category that receives full military 

honors, which requires a 20-man team. 

The Keesler honor guard covers an 

area from the Alabama/Mississippi 

border to the Louisiana/Texas border 

and as far north as Jackson, Miss. 

This Special Section Is Sponsored In Part By:
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Keesler retiree Francis Hebert shares his story

story by Brian Lamar
photos courtesy of KAFB

This Special Section Is Sponsored In Part By:

LIFELONGDEDICATION
KEESLER AFB loyalty at its best

 fter the U.S. was attacked 

at Pearl Harbor and 

was waging war on 

multiple fronts, a skinny 

young man named 

Francis Herbert from 

Massachusetts quit his job at the Fort 

Devins troop store when he was drafted. 

His hands trembled from nerves and 

eagerness to serve his country as he stood 

in line at the recruiting station. Luckily 

he had been mentored by a World War I 

veteran who had reenlisted the same day 

— his dad, who had enough fight left in 

him for another war.

  “I was called into the draft and my 

father volunteered the same day,” said the 

95-year-old retired Chief Warrant Officer 

4 Francis Herbert. “I waited to be drafted 

because I had a job on the base and hadn’t 

anticipated being in the military.”

  Herbert headed to basic training in 

Atlantic City, N. J. “All of the civilian 

hotels had been converted to barracks,” he 

A

Retired Chief Warrant Oficer 4 Francis Herbert 
delivers remarks during a room dedication 
ceremony in his honor for his 50 years of service 
in air trafic control in the Army, Army Air Corps, 
and Air Force from 1942-1972 then as a Keesler 
civilian instructor for 20 years. 
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said. “I stayed in a room designed for 

one or two guests with 12 other men.”

  But after five days, he was shipped 

off to the Academy for Aeronautics 

in Long Island, N.Y. According to 

Herbert, the Army selected 50 men 

to attend the first class of Air Traffic 

Controller School based on their 

aptitude test scores. “When I started 

in this business, I didn’t know what a 

computer or a radar was,” he said.

  After 12 weeks of training, Herbert 

was sent to his first assignment as an 

Army Air Corps air traffic controller 

at Wright-Patterson Airfield, Ohio, 

for on-the-job training, followed by 

an assignment in a control tower in 

Syracuse, N.Y. where he learned he 

would be the only military-trained 

air traffic controller. “Syracuse had 

an airfield that had been activated for 

the war,” remembers Herbert. “We 

were the first controllers to go in there. 

I was the only controller that had 

training; it was such a new career field 

and they were still figuring out what it 

was all about. They pulled guys from 

the mess halls, supply rooms and other 

areas to come work in the tower.”

  With less than a year ’s experience, 

Herbert was sent to the Aleutian 

Islands off the coast of Alaska where 

Japanese war planes mounted attacks 

against Alaska. When Herbert arrived 

on the island of Amchitka, the U.S. 

began Operation Cottage to recapture 

the Islands of Kiska and Attu from 

Japan. “The Japanese occupied the 

Island of Kishka, which was a U.S.-

owned island so close I could see it 

from our tower,” said Herbert.

  Herbert controlled bombers and 

fighters who continually harassed the 

Japanese troops until they eventually 

withdrew from the area, but his first 

taste of real danger was from the cold 

weather. “We also had attacks against 

us from Japanese submarines. They 

launched aircraft off subs and could 

attack through the cloud cover too,” 

he said.

  His first taste of enemy propaganda 

came through the airwaves as the 

Japanese set up radio communications 

that constantly berated the American 

troops, saying their wives and 

girlfriends were out carousing. “We 

missed home terribly and this didn’t 

help. It really affected some of the 

guys,” said Herbert.

  When the war ended, Herbert was 

discharged from his draft obligation 

and reenlisted. After a decade of 

assignments, he was in a new kind of 

conflict — the cold war. Herbert was a 

liaison officer in the Air Traffic Control 

facility in Casablanca, Morocco in 

1961 taking care of American aircraft, 

including strategic bombers, coming 

through the area.

  When the United States began 

confronting Communism in Vietnam, 

Herbert again said goodbye to his 

wife, Helen, and transferred to Pleiku 

Air Base in South Vietnam. “The big 

difference in Vietnam was the enemy 

troops were there, with us. It wasn’t 

unusual for a night attack to take 

place. Mortar and rocket attacks were 

a constant threat,” he said.

  This time, Herbert was serving with 

his son, Barry, who signed up to be an 

air rescue pilot. Barry was wounded 

and received a Purple Heart. “He 

didn’t have to go over, but he had just 

turned 19 and was gung-ho and ready 

to go,” Herbert said of his son.

  When his tour was complete, Francis 

Herbert came to Keesler AFB as an air 

traffic control military instructor and 

finished a 30-year career. Once retired, 

he was asked to stay as a civilian 

instructor and served for 20 more 

years. At 95, Herbert looks back on his 

career fondly. “All my career, I had 

good people working for me. They got 

the hard work done and I owe it all to 

them,” he said.

ABOVE: Retired Chief Master Sgt. J.J. Vollmuth; Col. Michele Edmondson, 81st 
Training Wing commander; and Retired Chief Warrant Oficer 4 Francis Herbert 
cut a ribbon during the room dedication ceremony.
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ARTS protecting mother nature

THE  ART   OF

Local artists participate in An Enchanted Forest Evening

story and photos by Becky Ginn

hirty-five local artists are participating in the “Plein Air” silent 

auction, a major part of the second annual An Enchanted Forest 

Evening presented by the Beau Rivage Resort & Casino on July 

20 to benefit the Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain 

(LTMCP). This event brings much needed funds and awareness 

to the Land Trust. 

  Cissy McCabe is one of the artists participating. Nature has always been 

her inspiration and teacher. It also draws her in to see past the surface; to 

see the layers of creation such as a decaying fishing cottage on the banks 

of the bayou with the rich neutral colors of the weathered wood that 

contrast with the warm inviting red of the rusty roof; the embrace of lush, 

overgrown foliage; the aging majestic shrimp boat with peeling paint and 

rusty rigging reaching up to the heavens; birds flying over the water like 

angels flying low with grace and joy. These scenes are her inspiration and 

in painting them she hopes to share the experience with the viewer and to 

preserve the heritage of beautiful natural resources.

  “LTMCP will pay each artist 20 percent of their work’s selling price at the 

auction as a way of giving back to these local artists who give so much to 

their communities,” said Executive Director Judy Steckler. “Many of the 

artists have used LTMCP properties as their inspiration for many years 

and feel quite strongly about the preservation and protection of our green 

spaces.”

  The list of local artists for the show is diverse and includes painters, 

photographers, potters, and sculptors — Mary Anderson Pickard, Barbara 

Brodtmann, Robert Brooks, Sherry Carlson, Ann Adelle Edwards, Kat 

Fitzpatrick, Susan Guice, Alison Henry, Elizabeth Huffmaster, Linda 

Lang Ishee, Chris Johnson, Stephen Kirkpatrick, Marian Knobbe-Scott, 

Jan Marchiarmid, Ann Madden, Cissy McCabe, Vanda McCormick, John 

McKellar, Marlin Miller, Mary Moran, Brian Nettles, Mae Nicolet, George 

Perina, Dorothy Roberts, Bruce Seabolt, William Seemann, Robert Smith, 

Chris Stebly, Sandy Steckler, Henry Stiller, Bobby Walters, and Lisa Watson.  

  “All works of art will be displayed as if you are taking a walk in the forest 

to view these amazing pieces,” Steckler said. 

  This year ’s event has a number of local businesses and individuals as 

sponsors, including Pav & Broome Jewelers who are donating a $5,000 

custom-made necklace featuring diamonds and rare Tahitian pearls, and 

Butch and Andi Oustalet who are donating a fishing trip for six for the live 

auction.   

T

CONSERVATION
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  Why support the Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal 

Plain? “Conservation is much more than just buying and 

protecting real estate; it’s the epic story of nurturing a 

healthy relationship between people and the land,” Steckler 

said. “We cannot expect people to care about or support 

the conservation of nature before they learn to love nature. 

A Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that actively 

works to conserve land by undertaking or assisting in land 

acquisition or the development of conservation easements.” 

  Protecting natural areas provides numerous benefits 

that improve the health and quality of life for everyone 

living on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Preserving land along 

streams is the most cost-effective way to prevent pollution 

from entering our drinking water supplies. It’s 

essential to conserve natural areas, especially 

healthy forests, given that trees and other 

vegetation are the only source humans have for 

the oxygen we breathe. And, as an added bonus, 

trees soak up excess carbon in the atmosphere! 

It’s hard to think of any other endeavor that 

addresses so many basic human needs.  

  “Our society is increasingly sedentary, leaving 

millions of people unhealthy. People need more 

places to get fit through walking, paddling and 

other recreational activities,” Steckler said. “In 

addition to physical benefits, time spent in nature 

provides a peaceful place for contemplation and 

relaxation, a major boost for mental health.”

 Before a place can become a public trail, 

greenway or blueway, it needs to be protected. 

Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain protects over 

9,000 acres of diverse habitats and histories that can be 

found nowhere else in the world. These ecosystems are 

inter-dependent and play essential roles in the quality of 

life in South Mississippi. 

  “Your help and support is needed to continue the Land 

Trust mission of conserving and protecting the green spaces 

that we all love here,” Steckler said. “Become a member 

of the Land Trust, a sponsor, make a donation, volunteer. 

Because if not you, then who is going to create a love of 

nature for future generations of environmentalists and 

leaders?”

An Enchanted Forest Evening
presented by Beau Rivage Resort & Casino

Wednesday, July 20, 6–9 p.m.
Music by Jonathan Brannon • Tickets: $100

Dress: Coast Business Casual
Sponsorships are still available.

Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain
228.435.9191 • www.LTMCP.org

OPPOSITE PAGE: Paintings 
by Alison Henry will appear 
at the auction. THIS PAGE: 
Works by Bruce Seabolt (Top 
Left), Mary Moran (Bottom 
Left), Cissy McCabe (Top 
Right) and Kerr Grabowski 
will all be on display for the 
conservation cause.

http://www.ltmcp.org
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Dry Rub, Smoked Over Pecan Wood

Live Blues Music  •  Award-Winning BBQ

1320 27th Avenue, Gulfport, MS

1212 Govt Street, Ocean Springs, MS

11am-10pm, Sun-Thurs • 11am-1am, Fri-Sat

Gpt: 228-214-4420 • OS: 228-215-1114

GREAT FOOD. 
LIVE MUSIC. 
COOL VIBE.

www.MurkyWatersBBQ.com

1785 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS • Mon-Sun, 11am-Close
228.206.7061 • www.bajabeachbiloxi.com •     

WATCH TORTILLAS MADE FRESH
GREAT 2 FOR 1 MARGARITAS EVERYDAY! 

AN INCREDIBLE VIEW WITH A FULLY COVERED OUTSIDE DECK.

TEX-MEX SEAFOOD WITH A VIEW

1775 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS
228.206.7062 • www.pelicanwharfbiloxi.com •    

GREAT FOOD WITH A GREAT VIEW
PELICAN WHARF FEATURES GREAT CAJUN SEAFOOD, PRESENTED IN 
AN ENTIRELY UNIQUE WAY WHERE THE HEALTH CONSCIOUS CAN 

FIND MANY OPTIONS TO SATISFY THEIR TASTE BUDS!
HOURS: MON-THURS, 11A-10P • FRI-SAT, 11A-11P • SUN, 11A-9P

http://www.murkywatersbbq.com
http://www.pelicanwharfbiloxi.com
http://www.bajabeachbiloxi.com
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Kyoto Japanese Cuisine
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http://www.halfshelloysterhouse.com
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S O U T H  M I S S I S S I P P I  L I V I N G

COAST DINING
A Special Dining Section {{ The most informative restaurant listing in South 
Mississippi, offering information on the best places 
to dine on the Coast. Everything you need to ind 
that special place to take your signiicant other, or an 
outing with the whole family.

Award-Winning Specialty Pizzas • Italian Sandwiches
Pastas • Salads • Build Your Own Pizzas

In the heart of Downtown Gulfport
2417 14th Street, Gulfport, MS  39501

228.868.9877 • www.TonysBrickOvenPizzeria.com

Awarded 
Food Network 

Magazine’s 
‘America’s Best 

Pizzas’ prize 
for the state of 

Mississippi!!

Monday-Saturday 11am-10pm • Sunday 11am-9pm
Lunch & Dinner  •  Full Service Bar

2419 14th Street 
Historic Downtown 
Gulfport, MS 39501 • 228-867-2010
Hours: Tue-Sat, 4:00pm - 12am
            www.seagrapeswinecafe.com

Live Music
Full Bar

Book Your Event  
Upstairs in  

The Vine Room

Covey Award Winner
Best Wine Bar

Offering over 40 unique estate wines 
by the ounce and glass just waiting to 
be paired with delicious selections 
from our menu. Live music. 
Craft beers. Distinctive cocktails. 

http://www.marymahoneys.com
http://www.seagrapeswinecafe.com
http://www.tonysbrickovenpizzeria.com
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OU R
T H E  D I F F E R E N

www.samuraigulfcoast.com 
Email: samuraijapanesecuisine@gmail.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • EVERYDAY HAPPY HOURS: 2:30-5PM
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE • MILITARY DISCOUNT WITH VALID ID

Lunch - Mon-Fri 11am-2:30pm • Sat-Sun 12-2:30pm
Dinner - Sun-Thurs 2:30-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 2:30-10:30pm

2511 25th Avenue, 
Gulfport, MS 39501 • (228)214-4049

NIGHT & DAY
I S  L I K E

SUSHI
A N D  T H E  C O  M P E T I T I O N ’ S

C E  B E T W E E N

QUALITY IS O UR #1 PRIORITY. 

2650 Beach Blvd • Biloxi  I  228.385.4626

15533 Daniel Blvd • Gulfport  I  228.206.1872
www.mugshotsgrillandbar.com

Now Offering: 

SEC Network

New location now open in gulfport

Happy  

Hour  

Daily 

11am-7pm

http://www.mugshotsgrillandbar.com
http://www.samuraigulfcoast.com
http://www.desporteseafood.com
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story and photos by Lori Beth Susman

BOGART’S
  Bogart’s Steakhouse at Hollywood 

Casino Gulf Coast features relaxed 

fine dining overlooking the Bay of St. 

Louis. The floor-to-ceiling windows 

allow guests to take in the sunset, plus 

enjoy a view of the marina and watch as 

the water from the two new fountains 

changes colors throughout the night. 

And while the room is comfortable, the 

staff is friendly and the view is terrific, 

it’s the food that keeps guests returning 

time and again.

  Upon being seated, guests are treated 

to thin slices of Portuguese cornbread, 

something special from Chef Philip 

Harris. The cornbread, topped with 

a dollop of creamy honey butter, is a 

delicious change of pace from ordinary 

rolls.

  Harris treated us to an array of 

appetizers, including the seared jumbo 

lump crab cake, crab fingers (meatier 

than traditional crab claws), barbecue 

short ribs and sesame-crusted ahi 

tuna. The crab cake was thick with big 

pieces of crab meat and served with a 

creamy remoulade sauce with a bit of 

a kick. The tuna, served with seaweed 

salad, was lightly seared and topped 

with a wonderful wasabi aioli. Stealing 

the show were the boneless short ribs: 

tender pieces of meat covered in an 
ADDRESS:

711 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood Casino Gulf Coast, 

(2nd Floor)
Bay St. Louis

PHONE:
228.466.8032

HOURS:
Sun., Wed. and Thurs.

5 - 9 p.m.
Fri. and Sat.
5 - 10 p.m.

WEBSITE:
www.hollywoodgulfcoast.com

{

{
Beautiful sunset 

overlooking St. Louis Bay,
Bogart’s

Bay St. Louis

ABOVE: SEAFOOD 
au gratin with a soft 

shell crab.
RIGHT: CHOPPED 

salad with a house 
made Creole 

dressing.
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Asian-inspired, tangy barbecue sauce.

  Bogart’s offers two soups, the French onion 

with gruyere and the savory lobster bisque 

finished with brandy and cream. We opted, 

however, for the chopped salad, which features 

tomato, bacon, fried onion strips and goat 

cheese. The house made Creole dressing was 

perfect in bringing all the flavors together.

  For our entrees, we took the advice of the 

affable chef who regularly visits with his 

guests, deciding on a 14-ounce rib eye cooked 

to a perfect medium rare. While guests can get 

“toppers” for their steaks, such as Bearnaise 

sauce or lump crab, we opted to keep it plain, 

greatly enjoying the popular cut of beef that was 

gently seasoned to bring out its full flavor. A 

side of asparagus with hollandaise sauce was the 

perfect accompaniment.

  The seafood au gratin, once an appetizer but 

moved to entree status, was another dish Harris 

recommended — and, as we found out, with 

good reason. The dish features generous portions 

of shrimp, crab and crawfish mixed with a light 

parmesan cream sauce. Add a soft shell crab on 

the side and garlic toast for dipping, and this au 

gratin is a perfect meal for any seafood lover.

  While your meal will no doubt be satisfying, be 

sure to ask about dessert. There is cheesecake, 

bread pudding, crème brulee and more. We had 

the moist blondie brownie topped with a scoop 

of vanilla ice cream and caramel sauce. This 

warm sweet treat was the perfect ending to a 

great dinner.

ABOVE: RIB EYE cooked to a perfect medium rare and asparagus 
with hollandaise sauce. BELOW: ARRAY of appetizers, including 

crab ingers, crab cake, ahi tuna and barbecue short ribs. 
BOTTOM: BLONDIE brownie topped with ice cream, caramel 

sauce and praline cookie.
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133DavisAve.UnitM•Pass Christian

www.hookgcc.net

(228) 222-4391
Scan to check us out 

on Facebook

Happy Hour:
Tuesday-Thursday

5-7pm

Gift Certificates Available

Family Friendly  
Casual Dining

FISHTACO  
T U E S D A Y
EVERY TUESDAY 5-9PM

BURGER&BEER  
WEDNESDAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY 5-9PMMilitary Discount  

15% Off

Lunch Hours:
Tues-Sat 11am-2:30pm 

Sunday Brunch:
11am-2:30pm

Dinner Hours:
Tues-Thurs 5-9pm
Fri & Sat 5-10pm 

Kids Eat Free On Thursdays

HIBACHI
express

STEAKHOUSE, SEAFOOD & SUSHI

9354 Hwy 49, Suite K, Gulfport • 228-863-1600

Party Room Available

Conveniently Located in  
Walmart Shopping Center

www.hibachiexpress2009.com
 

136 Blaize Ave • Bay St. Louis
228.344.3338

Hours: Tues - Thurs 9am-8pm, Fri & Sat 9am-9pm

OPEN 

Sunday for 

Brunch 

11am-3pm

S O U T H  M I S S I S S I P P I  L I V I N G

COAST DINING

{{
Advertise your restaurant or business in 

the Coast Dining section.

228.385.7703 
ext 312

Call

advertising@ 
m2mediacorp.com

E-Mail

http://www.hookgcc.net
http://www.louieandtheredheadlady.com
http://www.smliving.net
http://www.hibachiexpress2009.com
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11419 Canal Rd
I-10 Exit 31
GULFPORT

228-832-9195
PRIVATE PARTY &
RESERVATIONS

228-380-5162

www.CatfishCharlie.com
Email: katfish42@cableone.net

Feed 
The

Fish!!

God Bless America

Thur - Sat
5 PM - 8:30 PM

• MS Farm Raised Catfish

• Country Fried Chicken Filet

•  Gulf Coast Shrimp & Oysters

•  Combination Platter

•  Children’s Menu

• Baked Sweet Potatoes

• Fried Dill Pickles

Ask About Our Baked Fish

LUNCH Mon-Thu11am-2:30pm•Fri-Sun11am-3pm

DINNER Mon-Thu4:30pm-10pm•Fri-Sat4:30pm-10:30pm
Sun4:30pm-10pm

3887 Promenade 

Pkwy #E

D’Iberville, MS

Ph: 228-396-3800
Fx: 228-396-8811

www.osaka15.comI-10

I-
1
1
0

Promenade
Mall Ta

rg
et

BestBuy

D’Iberville

SEAFOOD 

MARKET

& DELI

Fresh, Hot Crawfish Daily!
Deli Open: Mon - Sat 10:30am - 7pm, Sun 10:30am - 5pm

2012 Ingalls Ave  •  Pascagoula, MS  •   (228) 762-3322

http://www.osaka15.com
http://www.catfishcharlie.com
http://www.palacecasinoresort.com
https://www.facebook.com/BozosGrocery/?fref=ts
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story by Brian Lamar photos by John Stricklin

KYOTO
  For the casual diner delving into the 

world of Japanese cuisine, the exotic-

sounding dishes, foreign-sounding 

ingredients and style of cooking can be 

daunting. Kyoto Japanese Cuisine in 

Ocean Springs has a positive outlook on 

gaining new customers and is dedicated 

to purchasing much of their seafood 

from local distributors.

  “We hear from non or first-time 

customers that they aren’t sure about 

Kyoto because they don’t eat raw fish,” 

said co-owner Tuyen Tran. “There is 

so much more here than sushi and raw 

fish. Most people are very pleased with 

many of our shrimp or steak dishes.”

  The menu (or food novel rather) is 

11 pages with more than 30 appetizers 

from everything to perfectly grilled 

shrimp skewers drenched with a 

delicious and savory homemade teriyaki 

sauce to the crowd favorite hello boom-

boom, which is a golden fried shrimp 

or calamari served with a mild honey 

sauce. An often overlooked appetizer 

is the cheesy and savory sliced New 

York strip rolled with mozzarella and 

scallions drizzled in their signature 

teriyaki.

  For the second round, fresh catch 

aficionados will love the seafood soup, 

a hearty bowl of shrimp, scallops, 

clams, fish and vegetables. For the 

Japanese cuisine traditionalist, the 

house salad is good, but typical. The 

ginger dressing however is made in 

house from fresh ingredients and gives 

it an authentic taste and feel. For the 

more adventurous gourmand, the baby 

octopus salad is a healthy portion of 

ADDRESS:
3942 Bienville Blvd.,

Ocean Springs

PHONE:
228.447.3238

HOURS:
Mon. - Thur.

11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
and 5 - 9:30 p.m.

Fri. - Sat.
11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

and 5 - 9 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

{

{Chef Anthony Nguyen, 
Kyoto Japanese Cuisine

Ocean Springs

ABOVE: SASHIMI
dinner.  

RIGHT: SHRIMP 
AND VEGETABLE 

tempura.



FOR MORE REFLECTIONS OF THE GULF COAST  >>  www.smliving.net July 2016 • SOUTH MISSISSIPPI Living  69

whole baby octopi served in sesame seeds and cucumber 

marinated in a tangy ponzu sauce.

  For the carnivores in the crowd, Kyoto serves several 

Japanese noodle dishes such as Yaki Udon, which is a dish 

of stir-fried Japanese noodles with chicken, beef, shrimp 

and veggies. Diners can also choose from pad thai or fried 

rice.

  A la Carte lunch items are popular with dozens of quick 

and affordable options such as bento boxes, hibachi and 

sushi rolls.

  The steak teriyaki is arguably the best you will find in any 

Japanese restaurant on the Coast. The teriyaki sauce, which 

is made in house, is slow cooked for hours in the kitchen. 

The cooks begin to arrive before the sun comes up to make 

all the sauces on the menu each day.

  The demand for sushi chefs in South Mississippi is tough. 

Supply is limited, but Kyoto management has noticed 

a huge following from their master sushi chef who has 

experience with other notable restaurants in the region. 

The sushi rolls are huge. One roll will leave most diners 

satisfied. Many of their rolls are so large that one single 

piece is way more than a mouthful.

  Kyoto has only been open since January and is learning 

how to reach new customers.

“We have a large menu, but we put as much attention 

as possible into every individual dish,” said Tran. “We 

are looking to include everyone. Lunches are quick and 

affordable. Dinners are not too high end to keep people 

on a budget away, but not too low end to sacrifice quality. 

We strive to maintain a balance between high quality and 

affordable prices.”

ABOVE: STEAK AND LOBSTER teriyaki. 
BELOW: KYOTO roll.

BELOW BOTTOM PARADISE roll.
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The Freshest Hibachi Food

Cooked by Our Professional Chefs

Our Sushi Rolls Will Have Your Eyes 

Rolling with Pleasure

Come, Sit & Eat in Our Elegant Setting

That’s Different Than All Others on the Coast

Don’t like Hibachi or Sushi?

You’ll Find Something You Like

On Our Menu

HIBACHI SUSHI

ATMOSPHERE

GREAT FOOD

3942 Bienville Blvd., Ocean Springs

228-447-3238
Find Us On Facebook

MSGulfCoastKyotoJapaneseCuisine

Business Hours:

Mon - Thur  11am - 2:30pm  &  5pm - 9:30pm

Fri - Sat  11am - 2:30pm  &  5pm - 10pm

Sunday  11am - 9pm 228.875.0603 
1223 Government Street • Ocean Springs

Chef & Owner Sam 

Sabagh reminds you, 

“Bring your favorite 

bottle of wine 

to dinner!”

Fresh, Healthy & Reasonable

US Prime Steaks

Seafood

Daily Lunch Specials

Food with a 

7000 year-old tradition 

that fits right into the 

thinking of the millenium

Let Us Host Your Parties!

greek & lebanese cuisine

Restaurant 
of the Year

Awarded by Ocean Springs Chamber

Join us for Sunday Brunch!

Breakfast:

Lunch:

Dinner:

Mon-Fri  7-11am

Sat 7am-1pm

Sunday 7am-2:30pm

Daily 10:30am-3:30pm

Mon-Fri 3:30-9pm

Fri & Sat 3:30-10pm

https://www.facebook.com/MSGulfCoastKyotoJapaneseCuisine/?fref=ts
http://www.phoeniciagourmet.com
http://www.twinpeaksrestaurant.com
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FREE

Hi-Speed

Give 

Us A 

Review

2228 Bienville Blvd., Ocean Springs
228.818.9211

www.coffeefusion.net

• Gourmet Coffees & Teas • Bubble Tea  
• Smoothies & Slushies • Delicious Grilled 

Sandwiches & Wraps • Fresh Salads & Breakfast 
Sandwiches • Fresh Baked Mufins & Scones

• Desserts & more!

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & Catering

“Much More Than A Coffee House.”

Proudly Serving The Hospital at Keesler Air Force Base

S O U T H  M I S S I S S I P P I  L I V I N G

COAST DINING

{{
Advertise your restaurant or business in 

the Coast Dining section.

228.385.7703 
ext 312

Call

advertising@ 
m2mediacorp.com

E-Mail

MISSISSIPPI MADE
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

NOW AVAILABLE

IN LIQUOR STORES!

228 - 234 - 1479

ALL NATURAL
NO SULFATES

100% REAL FRUIT
NO ARTIFICIAL COLORING
NOARTIFICIAL FLAVORING

CHECK LOCAL LIQUOR STORES 

FOR AVAILABILITY 

OR TO PLACE AN ORDER

http://www.harrahsgulfcoast.com
http://www.smliving.net
http://www.coffeefusion.net
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hillbilly-Wines/264650017210997?fref=ts
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s CASA Poker Run

Join us by land or by 

water for CASA’s signature 

summer event, a Poker Run that 

includes a silent auction, DJ, food 

and drinks from 10am-5pm.

Harbor House Steamer, 

Diamondhead

228.344.0419

Spark At he Park

Enjoy ireworks, 

waterslides, 

bounce houses, crawish cook-of, 

demolition derby and auto cross. 

Live performances on Saturday 

by Lil Danny Necaise, he 3 C’s 

Band, Autumn Risen and Trent 

Ladner in the pavilion. Tickets are 

$40 for a 4-day pass. 9am Fri to 

9am Mon.

Muddy Joe’s Of Road & RV Park

228.255.7600

Show Risqué

A new sexy, sassy and fun stage production, 

exclusively at Hard Rock Live! It’s a stylish tribute to 

the 1940’s era of vaudeville and variety productions 

featuring a talented, sexy, cast of dancers, comedians 

and performers. his highly entertaining, fast-paced 

revue is a naughty but nice adult-themed dance 

production. Shows are every hursday through 

September 1 and showtimes are 8pm. Tickets start at 

$12.99.

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

228.374.7625

FEATUREEVENT

Sal & Mookies All-Star Luncheon Series

Come hang out with an all-star. $10 includes lecture, 

lunch and museum admission. Starts at 12pm 

July 1: Ron Swoboda 

July 8: Doug hompson

July 15: Tim Bennett

July 22: Cooper Farris

July 29: Matt & Marcus Lawton 

Ohr-O’Keefe Museum of Art

228.374.5547

FEATUREEVENT

Braveau heatrical Circus 

Sensation

Experience a world of outlandish 

characters, clowns, fanciful 

creatures and skilled performers 

who bring feats of artistic beauty 

and daring to the state. his 

whimsical and sophisticated 

show is sure to thrill and inspire 

audiences of all ages. Shows are 

weekly through August 7. Tickets 

start at $12.95.

Beau Rivage heatre

888.566.7469

1-4

9
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MS Deep Sea 

Fishing Rodeo

his family 

friendly event features ireworks, 

ishing, fellowship, vendors and 

fun! Contestants ish the gulf for 

days, competing for cash and 

prizes. Gates open at noon daily. 

Admission is $5 for all 4 days. 

Children 5 and under free.  

Jones Park, Barksdale Pavilion 

228.863.2713

Crab Festival

Enjoy incomparable 

food, live music, 100 

Arts & Crats booths, rides, rales, 

Crab Races, and much more!   

Food items include boiled crab and 

shrimp, shrimp and catish po-boys,  

gumbo, crab stufed potatoes and 

biscuits, burgers, dogs, and so 

much more. Daily from 10am-

10pm, spectators free.

Our Lady of the Gulf Church 

Grounds 

228.467.6509

Jurassic Quest

Come interact 

with these 

huge creatures, learn about them 

and even ride a few. It features 

realistic scenes, enormous 

dinosaurs, cute baby dinosaurs and 

lots of fun activities for kids of all 

ages. Times Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-

8pm and Sun 9am-7pm

MS Coast Coliseum 

www.jurassicquest.com

Martini Shakedown

Shake things up with 

Make-A-Wish Mississippi.  

Putting “fun” in fundraising 

to grant wishes to children 

with life-threatening medical 

conditions, guests will enjoy 

live entertainment by Bag of 

Donuts, ine cuisine and a silent 

auction. Tickets start at $75 per 

person in advance, $100 day of.

Beau Rivage 

228.575.8691

MGM Park hosts the Saints

Saints players and Hall of 

Famers visit the Shuckers 

ballpark. Kids Saints experience at 

10am; $10 for ages 6-15; $15 adults. 

Premier event, irst ever Saints Hall of 

Fame road show at 6pm. $20 adults; 

$10 children. Get autographs and 

photos of your favorite players and 

coaches. Silent auction of autographed 

items and exhibits on stadium 

concourse.

MGM Park, Biloxi 

228.233.3465

C4AC Beneit 

Tennis 

Tournament

USTA sanctioned tennis 

tournament featuring draws for 

mixed doubles, open mixed doubles, 

men’s and women’s combo and 

open doubles. Cash prize to open 

winners. Register at  

www.tennislink.usta.com. Silent 

auction. Proceeds beneit C4AC.

Bayou Bluf Tennis Club

228.343.7616

1-4

8-10 8-10

9 9

1-3

&
TENNIS TOURNAMENTB E N E F I T

PRESENTS

KIDS SAINTS  
EXPERIENCE 

AT MGM PARK
FOR AGES 6-15

$10
SAINTS HALL OF 

FAME ROAD SHOW
6PM - $20 ADULTS,  

$10 CHILDREN
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Country & Blues Music 

Festival

Family-friendly activities 

include Knockerball, train riding, 

face painting, horse riding, 

waterslides, space walk, sack 

racing, Biker’s Biker show and 

ireworks. Live entertainment. 

Bring a tent and chairs. Presale 

tickets $15 or $25 at the door, ages 

8-13 are $5, under 7 free. RV hook 

ups available for $30.

Harrison County Fairgrounds

www.harrisoncountyparks.us

Second Saturday Artwalk

Come enjoy the fun as 

families stroll the streets, 

galleries and shops as they are 

electric with activity and local 

restaurants brim with diners. 

New art shows, live music acts 

and shop specials attract locals 

and visitors from 4-8pm. Free to 

everyone.

Old Town Bay St. Louis

228.463.2688

Golf Tournament

Tee up to beneit the 

Mississippi Center for 

Autism and Related Developmental 

Disabilities. Special guests are NFL 

Sporting Agents, retired and former 

NFL players. On July 15, enjoy 

a silent auction with light hors 

d’oeuvres and live entertainment. 

Starts at 6:30pm. Tickets are $20. 

Shell Landing Golf Course 

www.mscenterforautism.org

Anthony Cools, 

Hypnotwisted

his show takes comedic 

hypnosis to a whole new level by 

pushing the boundaries of what 

other entertainers may be too 

scared to test. he Anthony Cools 

Experience is a raw and outrageous 

new look on the limits that can be 

pushed through the art of hypnosis. 

Tickets start at $20. Show starts at 

8pm.

IP Casino Resort Spa, Studio A

228.436.3000

Enchanted Forest 

Evening

A spectacular evening 

beneitting the Land Trust for the 

Mississippi Coastal Plain featuring 

music by Jonathan Brannon 

Combo, awards dinner and silent 

auction of designs from 35 artists. 

Live auction with custom-made 

jewelry piece from Pav & Broome. 

Tickets are $100. Starts at 6pm. 

Beau Rivage Casino

228.435.9191

Biloxi’s Farmers Market 

Festival

Come out and enjoy 

many farmer market vendors, 

plants, cooking instructions, 

hourly prize giveaways and 

entertainment. Sponsored by the 

Biloxi Main Street Association 

and City of Biloxi. 9am-1pm, 

admission is free.

Under I-110, Biloxi 

228.435.6296

Bay 

Harbor 

Fest

Be ready to bring your boats, 

beach chairs, umbrellas, kayaks, 

kites and all things beachy. he 

music line-up will be zydeco, R&B, 

world beat, Cajun, blues, jass, and 

good ole rock & roll. Also enjoy 

an art market, food court and 

downtown merchant shops. 

Bay St. Louis Municipal Harbor 

571.228.2506

9

16

20 21 22-23

16

9

EVANDER  
HOLYFIELD
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Stake & Steak

he Boys & Girls 

Club of the Gulf 

Coast fundraiser, dinner and 

silent auction starting at 

6:30pm. Performance by club 

kids. Guest speaker is one-time 

club kid and ive-time boxing 

champion Evander Holyield.

IP Casino Resort Spa

228.896.3770

Croaker 

Classic

Get your 

ishing poles ready for this 

annual tournament. Categories 

include Croakers, Speckled 

Trout, Red Fish, Black Drum, 

Lionish and Stand-up Paddle 

Board/Kayak division. Entry fee 

charged. KidZone and Corn Hole 

tournament. 

he Dock Bar & Grill

228.265.1121

Sidewalk 

Sale

Stroll up and 

down historic Ocean Springs shopping 

for all the sales ofered during this 

annual July sidewalk sale. Scoop up 

the bargains during this two-day 

event, open daily from 10am-5pm. 

Spectators free.

Downtown Ocean Springs

228.875.4424

Pink Paddle

Paddle race from the Ocean 

Springs Yacht Club to the 

Biloxi Yacht Club. Anything that paddles 

 — paddle board, kayak, canoe, etc. 

here are 26 categories and prizes for 1st 

and 2nd place. Entry is $40 per person 

or $50 on race day. Last year, we raised 

$6,500 for Pink Heart Funds and we 

hope to raise even more for them this 

year. Race starts at 10am.

Biloxi Yacht Club

228.806.5129

AUGUST 5-7  |  BILOXI
Carl Legett Memorial Fishing Tournament  |  228.896.7646

AUGUST 20  |  GULFPORT
A Festival of Psalms |  228.864.3143

AUGUST 27  |  OCEAN SPRINGS
Walking on Water Bridge Walk  |  228.604.0014

FEATUREEVENT

UPCOMINGevents

FEATUREEVENT

30

22-23

19

9-10

5th Annual

July 30

Pink 
Paddle
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dvances in cardiovascular research and 

technology are saving lives in South 

Mississippi. That’s the message the 

American Heart Association and Memorial 

Hospital at Gulfport are stressing. The 

two organizations hosted a heart-healthy 

breakfast and tour for community leaders and media 

to illustrate the smooth transition from ambulance call 

through the emergency room and catheterization lab to 

discharge of patients.

  Memorial President and CEO Gary Marchand and 2016 

Gulf Coast Heart Walk Chairman Roy Anderson, III 

welcomed guests. “Through today’s presentation and tour, 

you’ll see the impact AHA science and research efforts 

have on patients who arrive at our ER with heart attack 

symptoms,” Marchand said.

  “Accepting the chairmanship of the October 1 Heart 

Walk was a no brainer for me,” Anderson said. “I see the 

benefits of quality heart care, education and fitness for 

our community as an economic issue; there are definitely 

benefits. These are factors when we’re recruiting people to 

move here.”

  In spite of education through the AHA and other 

organizations, Anderson pointed out that 37 percent of 

Mississippi Gulf Coast adults and 18 percent of children are 

overweight or obese; 34 percent have been told they have 

high blood pressure; 30 percent report no physical activity 

in the past month; 27 percent of adults smoke; and 21 

percent of deaths are from heart disease.

  “The American Heart Association is working to change 

these statistics by building a culture of health guided by 

our impact goal,” said Christin LeBoeuf, AHA Greater 

A
Heart research and new technology on the Coast

SAVING LIVES

HEALTHY LIVING and the beat goes on

story by Lynn Lofton  
photos courtesy of Memorial Hospital



228.897.1196

www.amr.net/miss

After the heart-healthy breakfast (above), the group 
of community leaders and media took a tour (below) 
to illustrate the smooth transition from ambulance to 
emergency room.

2016 Gulf Coast Heart Walk

October 1, 8 a.m.

Jones Park, Gulfport 

www.gulfcoastheartwalk.org

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR

Southeast Affiliate vice president of development. “We 

are working to improve the cardiovascular health of 

all Americans by 20 percent and reducing deaths from 

cardiovascular disease and stroke by 20 percent by the year 

2020.”

  In her presentation, Kathy Ladner, vice president of 

Memorial’s cardiac services and patient care/quality, 

stressed that anyone experiencing chest pain should call 

for an ambulance at the first sign of distress. “Do not 

drive yourself,” she said. “The ambulance personnel can 

do an EKG and transfer that information to the hospital 

and we can then mobilize the cath lab. We’re ready when 

you arrive, and a lot of people are working on your heart 

problem.”

  She explained that 90 minutes is the crucial time to save 

a heart patient. Working together, American Medical 

Response (AMR) and Memorial have the time down to 

70 minutes from the patient’s door to cath lab balloon 

treatment time. So far this year the average time is 65 

minutes. “By saving minutes, we’re saving heart muscle to 

minimize the impact to the patient,” Ladner said. “We have 

two cath lab teams on call.”

  Gregory Doyle, manager of operations for AMR, said it 

takes only about 45 seconds to get an ambulance on the 

way when a call is received. “We take steps to identify the 

problem and work as a team with the hospital,” he said. 

“We can send information by smart phone or computer to 

the hospital so the ER is ready for the patient. That’s so 

critical.”

  That fact is supported by Margaret Shore, manager of 

emergency services at Memorial. “Chest pain is a priority 

here. With the information from AMR we have time to get 

ready. The patient can bypass the emergency room and go 

straight to the cath lab,” she said, “but we’re always trying 

to improve.”

  Cath Lab Manager Stephen Scott calls heart attacks 

“widow makers” because 85 percent of patients are men. 

He has seen many improvements in technology in his 30 

years of experience. “The computer program we have 

shows any blockage so we can shoot dye in and put a small 

balloon in to open it,” he said. “Then we can put in a stent 

to open the vessel and get the blood flowing back to the 

heart and get oxygen to the heart,” he said. “Now we can 

put medication into the wall of the artery to keep it open. 

With this technology, patients come back only five percent 

of the time.”

  He added that patients are usually discharged in a couple 

of days.

228.867.4000

www.gulfportmemorial.com

228.604.5307

www.heart.org
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http://www.heart.org
http://www.gulfportmemorial.com
http://www.amr.net/miss
http://www.gulfcoastheartwalk.org
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228-864-3300
11295 East Taylor Road, Gulfport

www.thedermclinic.net

SilkPeel is the ultimate way to give your skin a 

fresh, natural glow with a single 30-minute session.

SilkPeel is the only device that has patented 

technology for Dermalinfusion, a 2-in-1 treatment 

which simultaneously exfoliates and infuses serum 

into the skin.

Please call today to schedule your  
treatment with one of our aestheticians

Dermatology Clinic, PLLC

SKIN CARE AESTHETIC CENTER

DR. LEN DEROUEN

229 Debuys Road ~ Gulfport MS    228.760.2995
Visit us and schedule your appointment online at  

skincareaestheticcenter.com

Intense Pulsed  
Light Laser

Sun Damage, Skin 
Tightening & Resurfacing

Laser Hair Removal Skin Treatment
Waxing

 Microdermabrasion

Rejuvenate,
Restore,
Revive.

Featured Services

Introducing
Stonnington Farm Premium 

natural grass fed beef.

12100 Hwy 49, Suite 628, Gulfport
228-831-1785  •        Find Us On Facebook

www.coasthealthandnutrition.com

Locally 
sourced 
for your 
summer 
grilling!

http://www.coasthealthandnutrition.com
http://www.thedermclinic.net
http://www.skincareaestheticcenter.com


http://www.usamci.com
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HEALTHY LIVING get moving for a better life

GET M VING
The Diabetes Center encourages walking through Fitbits

story by Alexis Williams photos courtesy of The Diabetes Center

hree mornings a week, nurse practitioner KC Arnold 

starts her days with a walk along the Biloxi-Ocean Springs 

Bridge, and she’s constantly encouraging her patients at 

The Diabetes Center to do the same.  

  A few years ago, she noticed a nationwide program 

aimed at reversing a sedentary lifestyle and encouraging 

more movement for better health. The program, Walk With a Doc, was 

started in Ohio by Dr. David Sabgir in 2005 and involves an organized 

walk with a health care provider. Arnold contacted the organization 

and worked to bring the program to Mississippi. 

  The local Walk With a Doc program meets on the second Saturday 

of every month, weather permitting, at the foot of the Biloxi-Ocean 

Springs Bridge on the Ocean Springs side. Arnold gives a brief health 

talk, then according to the fitness level of the group, they walk. 

Sometimes it’s the entire bridge; other days it’s along the beach 

sidewalk. She answers questions and talks to participants along the 

way.

  Recently Arnold received a grant from the Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Chamber of Commerce Women Entrepreneurs to grow her monthly 

event. “I wanted to connect with the Fitbit community,” she said. 

“With a $500 grant, I’ve purchased Fitbits and if we have at least 10 

people show up, I give away a Fitbit.”  

  Arnold feels that even if people cannot attend each month, they can 

still walk and keep track of their steps using their new Fitbit. Users can 

become a member by going to www.walkwithadoc.org and finding the 

Ocean Springs location, then connecting with their Fitbit.

  The Walk With A Doc — Ocean Springs, MS Fitbit Group has 

approximately 40 members, and Arnold hopes to grow this number. 

Each month, she gives away a gift certificate to the member who has 

taken the most steps that month.  

  “As providers, we need to be the leaders and encourage people to be 

healthier,” said Arnold. “We would love to prevent diabetes, but also 

just want people to be healthier.”

  Arnold reminds that the benefits of walking include lowering blood 

sugar, improving circulation, lowering blood pressure, improving 

mental health and reducing stress.

T

Walk With a Doc

Second Saturday of Every Month, 8 a.m.

Foot of the Biloxi-Ocean Springs Bridge (Ocean Springs side)

228.875.3606 • www.walkwithadoc.org

BELOW: KC Arnold leads a group for the local 
Walk With a Doc program, which leaves from 
the foot of the Biloxi-Ocean Springs Bridge.

http://www.walkwithadoc.org
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Contemporary Breast Surgery
• Routine Breast Exams and Breast Cancer Screening
• In-ofice Ultrasound for Evaluation of Breast Lumps
• Fibrocystic Breast Disease
• Breast Pain
• In-ofice Ultrasound-guided Breast Biopsy
• Breast-conserving Surgery for Breast Cancer
•  Nipple Sparing Masectomy and  

Reconstruction for Breast Cancer
•  Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy for  

Breast Cancer
•  BRAC Genetic Testing for  

Hereditary Breast Cancer
• Stereotactic Breast Biopsy

Dr. Paul Mace
has provided comprehensive breast disease treatment 

to the men and women on the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast since 1997. From breast conservation therapy 

to sentinel lymph node mapping to nipple sparing 

mastectomy, his practice continues to bring national 

advancements to South  Mississippi.

228.539.5858
15190 Community Road, Suite 350 

Gulfport, MS
www.gulfportsurgeryclinic.com

Call to make your  
appointment today.

T. Paul Mace, MD FACS
• Board Certiied General Surgery
•  American Society of  

Breast Surgeons
•  Member of Society of  

Laparoendoscopic Surgeons
•  Fellow of the American College  

of Surgeons

AT GULFPORT SURGERY CLINIC,
EVERY MONTH IS

AWARENESS MONTH
BREAST CANCER

http://www.gulfportsurgeryclinic.com
http://www.baycove.net


https://www.facebook.com/CanonHospice/?fref=ts
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Neon  

Signs

Pylon Signs

Monument 

Signs

Much More!

The Mississippi  
Gulf Coast’s  
Premier Sign  

Company

Specializing in  
Manufacturing & Installing  

Custom Lighted Signs

15132 Dedeaux Road

Gulfport, MS

www.signsplusinc.us
228.832.4634

2781 C.T. Switzer Sr. Dr., Suite 400, Biloxi • 228.388.4585
1721 Medical Park Dr., Suite 100, Biloxi • 228.392.7662

15190 Community Rd. Suite 100, Gulfport • 228.539.3824

2781 C.T. Switzer Sr. Dr., Suite 400, Biloxi • 228.388.4585
15190 Community Rd. Suite 100, Gulfport • 228.539.3824

Sinus Surgery,  
Balloon Sinuplasty,  

Nasal Allergy Testing and 
Treatment for Sleep Apnea

Specializing in adult and 
pediatric diagnosis and 

treatment of the ear, nose and 
throat. Skilled in the latest 
surgical advancements for 
head and neck surgery.

hearing aids, hearing evaluations, hearing 
loss rehabilitation, education and counseling, 
vestibular and balance evaluations, vestibular 

rehabilitation/repositioning therapy

Sinus-Clear.com

Vincent J. Pisciotta, M.D.
Clay R. Bratton, M.D.

Nicole Scairono Merrill, 
Au.D., CCC-A

GulfCoastAudiology.net

http://www.signsplusinc.us
http://www.sinus-clear.com
http://www.gulfcoastaudiology.net


HEALTHY LIVING sleeve gastrectomy surgery

UNBEATABLE
COMBINATION

story by Lynn  Lofton photos by George Perina and courtesy of South Mississippi Surgical Weight Loss

Weight loss success and survivor doesn’t hide anymore

vents and timing came 

together in Stacey Her-

rington’s life to help her 

know that sleeve gastrec-

tomy surgery was the right 

way for her to lose weight. The 

Pascagoula resident is a two time, 

stage four breast cancer survivor. 

It was after her second bout with 

cancer that her weigh hit its high-

est level of 248 pounds.

  “After the double mastectomy 

and cancer treatment, I went 

through major depression and 

anxiety,” she recalls. “I didn’t want 

to see anyone or go anywhere. I 

was just miserable.”

  A retired certified opthal-

mologist, Herrington tried various 

weight loss programs but nothing 

worked for her. She didn’t have 

the energy and motivation to go 

to a gym. “Two of my friends had 

successful weight loss surgery so 

I decided to go talk to Dr. Avara,” 

she said. “I wanted the least 

invasive surgery because I 

thought I needed one less 

foreign thing in my body; 

I still have a port for my 

followup cancer treat-

ment.”

  Herrington explains 

that with the sleeve gas-

trectomy, three-fourths of her 

stomach was removed and the 

surgical site was stapled and cau-

terized making sure there was no 

leak. At first she could ingest only 

two ounces of fluid. Gradually, 

the amount of liquids and food, 

as well as types, was increased in 

stages. “I’ve had no trouble at all 

and I would do it again,” she says. 

“It’s been a breeze.”

  Her surgery took place on Nov. 

25, 2013. She has lost 97 pounds 

E

STACEY HERRINGTON with Dr. Avara 
and her daughter, Gabbie Lynd.
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and has kept it off. She’s happy with her 

current weight and feels it’s good for 

her. “Before the surgery, I was unhappy; 

I didn’t want to buy dresses; I wanted to 

hide,” Herrington says. “My whole life has 

changed. I feel better about myself; I’m 

more active; I have tons of energy and can 

keep up with my grandchildren.” 

  Herrington was pleased with the way 

the team at South Mississippi Surgical 

Weight Loss Center prepared her mentally 

and physically for surgery. First, there was 

an information session at which she was 

weighed and her BMI taken. Then there was 

a helpful seminar explaining how the proce-

dure would be done, and a nutritionist told 

her what she would need to do for a life 

style change.  “They also sent me to a psy-

chologist to certify that I was ready for this 

procedure,” she said. “They took 

all the precautions to be certain 

it was right for me and that all 

requirements were satisfied 

for my health insurance.”

  Following the sleeve gas-

trectomy, Herrington saw 

Dr. Avara at two weeks, 

then a few months later 

and then a yearly vis-

it. “Dr. Avara told 

me he’s pleased 

with me and to 

keep doing what 

I’ve been doing,” 

Herrington said. 

“They’ve continued 

monitoring my lab 

work and nutrition, mak-

ing sure my body is get-

ting everything it needs.”

  Herrington has extra 

help from her daughter, 

nurse Gabbie Lynd, who 

has joined the staff at 

South Mississippi Surgical 

Weight Loss Center since 

the time of her mother ’s 

surgery. “Gabbie has been 

a great help, and I’ve been 

a good patient,” Herrington 

said. “I’ve done a lot on my 

own. I have no desire to be 97 

pounds overweight again. I feel so much 

better about myself. My relationships with 

my husband and children have improved 

and my social life has improved.”

  Herrington and her husband, Billy — a 

firefighter and EMT at Ingalls Shipbuild-

ing — are the proud parents of a combined 

family that includes six children and eight 

grandchildren. “My children were my 

driving force to lose weight,” she says. “I 

adjusted my attitude when I decided to lose 

weight. I knew obesity would cause me 

more health problems”

  In addition to monitoring her weight 

loss maintenance, Herrington must moni-

tor her survival of cancer by going to a 

cancer center every three weeks and having 

lab work done every three months. She’s 

a weight loss success and a survivor — an 

unbeatable combination. “I don’t hide any-

more!” is now her motto.

 

  

LEFT: BEFORE
Herrington once 

weighed 248 lbs. 
RIGHT: AFTER She 

has now lost 97 lbs.

South Mississippi 

Surgical Weight Loss Center

1124 Oakleigh Road, 

Ocean Springs

228.872.7277

www.smsurgicalweightloss.com
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http://www.smsurgicalweightloss.com
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Caring Professionals Dedicated To You

Thomas W. Lehman, M.D. •  John F. Pappas, M.D. •  Joanna M. Trus, M.D. • Keith G. Goodfellow, M.D. •  Shahira Hanna, M.D. • Alisha H. Ware, M.D.

228-864-2752
4577 13th St. • Gulfport

228-388-4816
2781 C.T. Switzer Sr. Dr., Ste 302 • Biloxi

www.womansclinicpa.net

Da Vinci Robotic Surgery
Advanced Vaginal Surgery - Hysteroscopy

Normal and High Risk Obstetrics
Laparoscopic Assisted Hysterectomy

Endometrial Ablation • 4-D Ultrasound
Bone Density Testing

Board Certiied
Fellows of the American College of

Obstetricians and Gynecologists

GYNECOLOGY & OBSTETRICS FOR WOMEN ON THE COAST

Woman’s Clinic PA

Take control of your weight and  
experience why Ideal Protein was

named the most popular diet of 2015!  

http://www.womansclinicpa.net
http://www.eventbrite.com
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE AT HOME

www.gulfportmemorial.com

Dr. Stephanie Fussell (left)
is board certiied in Medical 
Oncology and Palliative Medicine. 
Beth Gruzinskas, FNP-C, 
works with Dr. Fussell to provide 
comprehensive care.

LOCATIONS 
1340 Broad Ave., Suite 180, Gulfport
835 Thames Ave., Bay St. Louis
228-575-1234

is Sarcoma & 
Bladder Cancer
Awareness Month!

Live call in TV Show Monday Mornings  
on WLOX CBS 9 – 9:30 A.M.

Go to doctorsnutritionmedia.com for current POD Cast 

LIVE HEALTHY • BE HEALTHY

721 Cowan Rd. • Gulfport

228-897-0070

doctorsnutrition.com • doctorsnutritionmedia.com

Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 11am-2pm

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

Smile...

reveal your beauty from within.
James W. Allen D.M.D.

Family Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry
New Patients Welcome ~ Insurance Accepted

Oice Hours By Appointment

Crowns, Veneers, Bridges, Extractions,  
Root Canals and White Resin Fillings

Financing Available

Member of American Dental Association, Academy General Dentistry,  
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry

228.385.3038 ~ allenfamilydental.com
250 Beauvoir Rd, Suite 1A ~ Biloxi

http://www.gulfportmemorial.com
http://www.allenfamilydental.com
http://www.doctorsnutrition.com
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS wild child

GREAT
story and photos by Mark Spain

ike so many other great things 

about Mississippi, we’re blessed 

to have access to some of the 

most beautiful forests in the 

country. Nearly 60 percent of 

Mississippi is covered by forests. There 

are literally thousands of acres and 

hundreds of species that some locals 

do not even realize exist. I’ve had the 

privilege of being able to experience 

firsthand the beauty and magnificence 

South Mississippi wildlife has to offer.

  Early last spring, my good buddy 

Paul Delancey invited me, my son 

Logan, and my new neighbor and 

friend Paul Aston, along with his 

son Blake, to spend the night at his 

camp, deep in the woods off north 

Highway 57. We took the long and 

winding drive until we reached a road 

mark that Paul had pointed out to us. 

I pulled onto a dirt road 

and proceeded 

for what 

seemed 

to be an 

endless 

trail.

  As the 

afternoon 

sun started 

to drop behind 

the tall pines, 

L

AND 
THE

Paul Aston spotted a couple of white 

tail deer bounding out of some thick 

underbrush. Our sons just missed 

their first sighting. Logan and his 

new found friend soon perked up in 

the back of my Ford F150 4X4. The 

truck slowly moved forward, climbing 

through some deep ruts and water. 

Finally, we spotted Paul Delancey, 

alias Mississippi Sasquatch.

  The next morning, with BB guns in 

hand, we started off along a small 

untraveled trail that Paul D. had 

pointed out to us. He said that a 300 

pound black bear had been lurking 

around the camp 

approximately two weeks prior to our 

arrival. Excitingly, the boys put their 

eyes to the ground searching for any 

signs. All of the sudden Logan called 

out to me, “Dad! Dad! I found a track.” 

Sure enough, he had discovered a bear 

track that was the size of my big paws. 

Both the boys cocked their BB guns 

and the hunt was on.

  Our sons, hungry for more, 

discovered even more tracks 

— possum, raccoon, deer and 

surprisingly, a few large panther tracks 

down by a creek we had to cross. 

Mississippi

TAKE A WALK ON 
THE WILD SIDE. 
FAR LEFT: Blake Aston 
with his BB Gun.
LEFT: Bear tracks in 
the sand.
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At Charter Bank, we have one focus – you.  

We know when it comes to managing 

your inances, having the right service 
makes all the difference.

MEMBER

ONE TO ONE BANKING... 
IT’S HOW WE MEASURE SUCCESS

mycharterbank.com

LOOKING  OUT 

FOR NUMBER   ONE

Katie Hinkel, Owner, Lee Tracy Boutique

Darnell McCormick, VP Commercial Lending

Outdoors
We do not inherit the Earth from 
our ancestors, we borrow it from 
our children. - Native American Proverb

Paul D. had been hearing a scream 

of a panther late in the night, while 

stirring the fire back up to flame. My 

son woke me up from a dead slumber 

wondering what that strange sound 

was. I informed him that it was a large 

cat and he shouldn’t fear anything, as 

long as he stayed close to me.

  Spending this kind of quality time 

and camaraderie with my 8-year-old 

son and his friend and dad — not to 

mention the Mississippi Sasquatch — 

brought back memories of spending 

time with my grandpa. I can now 

appreciate the feeling he had when 

teaching me about hunting, camping 

and protecting wildlife and wilderness 

for generations to come.

  Getting in touch with nature, sharing time with 

friends and family, and educating children 

about the outdoors are important. It’s 

especially good to keep the natural flow of 

the wilderness protected so generations 

to come can enjoy the memories with 

their families. I cherish the memories 

I have with my grandfather and 

hope my son will feel the same.

Mississippi Department of 

Wildlife & Fisheries

www.mdwfp.com 

National Park Service

www.nps.gov/state/ms/ 

http://www.mdwfp.com
http://www.nps.gov/state/ms
http://www.mycharterbank.com
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CALL FOR  
ENTREES TO GO

BAYOUBLUFF
Tennis and Recreational Club

(228)896-9166 • (228)669-7149 • LisaMetz@cableone.net

SERVING LUNCH Tues - Sun, 11AM - 2PM

SERVING DINNER Wed - Fri, 5PM - 9PM

On-Site & Off-Site Catering

• Clubhouse

• Pool

• Pavilion

• Rentals

•  Overlooking Beautiful  
Bayou Bernard

•  Special Event 
Accommodations

   • Weddings

   • Receptions

   • Business Meetings

   • Birthday Parties

   • Reunions

11553 W. TAYLOR RD. • GULFPORT

JOIN THIS ONE-OF-A-KIND 
CLUB ON THE COAST

July 8-10
C4AC’s Racquets & Ritas

August 5-7  
Half Shell Oyster House NTRP

September 9-11 
Salon Bleu Bayou Bluff  

Junior Open

Swim Team/Lessons, Summer 
Camps and Tennis Lessons.  
Call for more information.

UPCOMING  
TOURNAMENTS

JUNIOR GOLF CAMPS

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR 

AREA JUNIORS WISHING TO 

LEARN THE GAME OF GOLF

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 5-16

$150 PER JUNIOR GOLFER

CAMPS ARE 8AM-12PM

DATES:

JUNE 13-16, JUNE 27-30, JULY 18-21

TO REGISTER, CALL RUSS BLOOM 

228-452-0909

PARENTS ARE WELCOME TO STAY AND WATCH  
OR THEY MAY BE DROPPED OFF

http://www.islandviewcasino.com
http://www.theoaksgolfclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/Bayou-Bluff-Tennis-Club-126471997430893/?fref=ts


http://www.dadssuperpawn.com
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his summer, the Scarlet Pearl 

Casino Resort invites visitors 

and locals alike to come out 

and experience a miniature 

golf course like no other. This 

newly built attraction features 

an erupting volcano, and offers quality, 

family oriented fun that’s sure to please 

players of all ages.

   The Lava Links Miniature Golf 

Course, a $3 million dollar endeavor, 

features two vibrant and exciting 18-

hole courses, each surrounded by a 

lush environment including gardens, 

waterfalls, bridges, great music, and 

most importantly their standout feature: 

a volcano that erupts every 30 minutes!

   For family fun, day or night, The 

Scarlet Pearl’s Lava Links course is 

the place to be. As the Gulf Coast’s 

unrivalled miniature golf experience, 

Lava Links is surely one of the coasts 

premier entertainment options. With 

group packages starting from $8 per 

person, ages 5 – 11 and $10 per person, 

ages 12+, let Lava Links Miniature Golf 

Course take the stress out of your next 

occasion! 

   Lava Links Miniature Golf Course 

pricing: Adults 12+ are $15, children 

5 – 11 are $10, children under 5 are $5. 

White and Silver Pearl Rewards Card 

Members receive a 10% discount, Gold 

and Scarlet members receive 20%.

story by Kelsey Sunderman photo courtesy of Scarlet Pearl Casino Resort

SPORTS & OUTDOORS

The new way to be entertained

 coast golf update

Lava Links

T

Miniature Golf Course

Lava Links 
at 

Scarlet Pearl Casino Resort
9380 Central Avenue, 

D’Iberville
228.271.3515

Hrs: Sun - Thurs, 10am - 8pm
Fri - Sat, 10am - 10pm

For more information or to book group 
packages and 

birthday parties, contact:
Rita.Blenman@

ScarletPearlCasino.com
www.scarletpearlcasino.com

http://www.scarletpearlcasino.com
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SUMMER SPECIAL

HICKORY
HILL

Hickory Hill was designed by Earl Stone

228.497.2372
900 Hickory Hill Drive, Gautier, MS

$29 + tax

JULY and 
AUGUST ONLY

Ater 10 a.m.
7 days a week

COAST
GOLF
UPDATE
This section is sponsored in part by:

2016 OAKS CARD

OVER $300 OF STUFF

FOR ONLY $99

AND SO MUCH MORE...

PURCHASE ONLINE OR CALL

WWW.THEOAKSGOLFCLUB.COM

228. 452.0909

Golf  
Diamondhead!

Call for Tee Time

$10 OFF  

GREENS FEE

Mention this ad when registering and present at  

check in. Good for up to 4 players. Not valid with any 

other offer, special, or group rate. Expires 12/31/16.

228.220.3077

7600 Country Club Cir., Diamondhead  •  www.diamondheadms.org
Conveniently located of I-10 just 25 miles west of Gulfport/Biloxi

15244 Crossroads Pkwy, Gulfport, MS 39503
228.539.4653  •  Find Us On Facebook

NEVADA BOB’S
GOLF&TENNIS

Nevada Bobs Golf is now 
Nevada Bobs Golf and Tennis! 

We are dedicating 20-25% of the store to tennis 
equipment (rackets), apparel, shoes, and racket 

stringing. We are proud to say we will be 1 of only 2 
accounts in Mississippi to carry Nike tennis apparel 

and footwear, as well as, other major brands!

http://www.diamondheadms.org
http://www.harrahsgulfcoast.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hickory-Hills-Golf-Course-107436559286658/
http://www.theoaksgolfclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/nevada.golfgulfport/
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SPORTS & OUTDOORS working the sound

GOOD   KING

efore he became this year’s Shrimp King, Frank 

Parker was a boy looking down Biloxi’s Oak 

Street every day and dreaming. He could see 

the Mavar packing plant across Highway 90. 

Passing the edges of Howard Avenue, he could 

see the ruddy color of the sound and the boats 

shimmering and swaying in the tide. The scent of thousands 

of tons of shrimp peeled and shipped would roar over him 

in the summer breeze from out over Dog Key’s Pass and any 

adult nearby would comment that was what money smelled 

like. Such views cast the fate for Capt. Frank Parker

  “I’ve always wanted it. Ever since I was a little kid,” Parker 

said. “Growing up on the point, you look south, east and 

north on Back Bay and you see boats. It’s hard not to want to 

be a fisherman.”

  At 43, Capt. Parker is one of the youngest shrimpers to be 

named King of the Blessing of the Fleet. While some may 

speak of his age, none will besmirch his lineage. From a 

family who has lived on the Point for seven generations, he 

has a bloodline steeped with history and heritage.

  Parker was a sophomore at Biloxi High School when he 

started running his own crab trap lines before and after 

school. By graduation, he was making the summer shrimp 

opening on the Junie Doffie and dredging her in the Pass 

come winter. At age 24 he bought his first lugger and went 

from deckhand to captain surrounded by friends and peers 

who were still struggling to decide what they wanted to do 

for a living.

  As a commercial fisherman, Parker has survived the 

hardships that come with the industry — hurricanes, 

sinking, heading out and heading home, and the endless 

politics of ever-dwindling prices and who caught more. 

From torn nets to broken teeth, Parker has done more than 

simply endure and survive — he has flourished.

  When working the sound with net and drudge, Parker 

connected with his grandfather’s legacy and in 1994 started 

work as crew and later captain of the Biloxi Schooners Mike 

Sekul and Glenn L. Swetman. For the first time in 60 years, a 

member of his family was, again, steering the white-winged 

queens under sail on the waters of the Mississippi Coast. 

While showing children, tourists and others the wonders 

of the age of commercial shrimping under sail, Parker 

connected generations to what started it all and made Biloxi 

the Seafood Capitol of the world.

  Between seasons, Parker worked with the Gulf Coast 

Research Lab to study the cycles of the Gulf of Mexico and 

helped unlock vast resources and studies that furthered 

conservation and fishery improvement. His most recent 

work with the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) helped test experimental versions 

of the Turtle and Fish Excluder Devices pulled in the nets — 

giving real-time operational experience to testing that simply 

cannot be modeled in a laboratory.

  “My family was always pushing me to go to school,” Parker 

B

TO 
BE
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2707 Shortcut Rd. • Pascagoula, MS

SALES 888-431-3652

SERVICE 888-396-3167

PARTS 866-251-2272

www.crown247.com

WE ARE THE #1 RAM TRUCK 
AND JEEP WRANGLER 

DEALER ON THE COAST!

2016 Ram 1500 Crew Cabs

$10,000 SAVINGSUP TO IN

CY 2015, Savings includes $3000 BH savings + $5000 rebates + $2000 Crown Disc.
Plus TT&L.

CELEBRATING OVER 40 YEARS 
SERVING THE GULF COAST

2016 Jeep Wrangler 2Dr & 4Dr

$27,999STARTING AT

Biloxi Shrimp King has family 
seafood industry tradition
story by Raines Rushin photos by James Edward Bates

said of his time at the wheel of a research vessel. “Working 

with the Research Lab really opened my eyes to what I 

wanted to do more than anything. I thought about being a 

marine biologist but I knew I really wanted to be a shrimper. 

That’s when I left the Lab and bought the Fair Maiden in 

1999.”

  Among the exhibits of the Maritime and Seafood Industry 

Museum in Biloxi are framed photographs and brass plaques 

of the families — including Parker’s — who built the Biloxi 

seafood industry. In some photos, the white curves of the 

Fair Maiden can be seen.

  “When they asked me to be King, I didn’t want to do 

it because I didn’t think I was old enough,” Parker said. 

“What finally made it easy to accept the honor was what it 

represents to me and the city. I’ve always been proud to be 

from Biloxi. It’s my history and my heritage. Now, not only 

is Biloxi part of my history, I’m part of Biloxi’s history. I want 

my grandkids to walk into that museum and see my name 

and picture on the wall.” 

   Parker and his wife, Becky, are the parents of Katelyn, 

Patrick, and twins Frank and Jessie who are growing up not 

far down the road from Oak Street. The next generation is 

learning as well. Patrick will join him on the first trip of the 

season this year. Frank and Jessie are already learning their 

own way. “I’m about positive Jessie’s gonna be a shrimper,” 

Parker said. “He wears white shrimp boots everywhere...

school, the store, church. Everywhere.”

This year’s Shrimp King, Frank 
Parker, works hard aboard the
Fair Maiden.

http://www.crown247.com
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SHOP LOCALLY • BUY LOCALLY • SUPPORT OUR COASTAL BUSINESSES

BEST BUYS shop locally

Roll-On Perfume Oil, by Kai 
Grant’s For Her, 110 Rue Magnolia, Biloxi, 

228.818.3233, $52

Speedy 25 in Excellent 
Condition, by Louis Vuitton
Back On The Rack,  
1419 27th Ave, Ste E, Gulfport, 
228.822.1480, $599

Camper Sandal in 
Turquoise, by Chaco 

Riley’s,  
452 Courthouse Rd,  
Ste D, Gulfport, $56 

(Assorted colors 
available)

Silk Print Dress,  
by Amanda Uprichard 

The Bay Collection,  
906 Washington Ave,  

Ocean Springs, 
228.875.6655, $264

36 oz. Rambler, by Yeti
S.F. Alman,  
452 Courthouse Rd,  
Gulfport, 228.896.6474, 
$60

10mm Peach Swarovski 
Crystal Bracelet and 

Earring Set, 14k Gold 
Overlay, by Bijoubel 
bijoubel (Located 
inside Maggie 
May’s)
126 Main St,  

Bay St. Louis, 
601.463.2494, $80

Bath Bombs, by Aloha 
Jubilee Boutique,  

636 Washington Ave,  
Ocean Springs, 
228.872.6118,  

$6 (or 5 for $25)
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SHOP LOCALLY • BUY LOCALLY • SUPPORT OUR COASTAL BUSINESSES

Matching Red Glass Cuos, by Wauhatchie Glassworks 
Hillyer House, 920 Washington Ave, Ocean Springs, 

228.875.8065, $104 set ($52 each)

Skinny Jean, by Seven 
Panache Apparel & Gifts,  

9354 Three Rivers Rd,  
Ste B, Gulfport, 

228.822.0120, $189

Nautical Beach Bag 
Sara Kate Clothing 

Boutique,  
133 Davis Ave, Unit I,  

Pass Christian, 
228.222.4371, $29

Two Oval Tanzanite 
Earring Jackets In 14k 
White Gold, 6 Carat Total 
Weight Of Tanzanite With 
.25 ct Diamonds 
Gorman The Jeweler, 
2425 14th St, Gulfport, 
228.265.7314, $6,900

5’ x 8’ Indoor/Outdoor Reversible Anchor Rug Is Stain, 
Water, Mildew and Sun Resistant, by Mad Max 

Flair (Located inside Bay Emporium)  
112 South Second St, Bay St. Louis, 228.344.0498, 

$96 (Available in other sizes and colors)One Hour Therapeutic Massage 
Healing Garden Therapies, 12100 Hwy 49, Bldg 706, Gulfport, 

Biloxi, 228.832.7666, www.hgtms.com, $70
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SHOP LOCALLY • BUY LOCALLY • SUPPORT OUR COASTAL BUSINESSES

BEST BUYS shop locally

Round Platter With Interchangeable 
Ornament, by Nora Fleming 

Heritage House, 452-C Courthouse Rd, 
Gulfport, 228.897.7644, $55

Flip Flops, by Southern Tide 
Grant’s Menswear, 110 Rue Magnolia, 

Biloxi, 228.818.3233, $69 (Sizes 8-13)

Crossbody Wallet, by Kindred Spirit Style 
Bridget Blue, 710 Delmas Ave, Pascagoula, 
228.202.7115, $56

Jefferson’s 5 Bottle 
Experiment Wood 

Collection, Ridiculously 
Small Batch Non-

Chill Filtered Bourbon 
Whiskey 
Ft. Bayou  

Wine & Spirits,  
1699 Bienville Blvd, 

Ocean Springs, 
228.875.2509, 

$107.95

Dange Dolman Tunic, by 
Johnny Was 
Bayou Belle,  

916 Washington Ave,  
Ocean Springs, 

228.875.7008, $248

Vintage Designed Silver Necklace, by Mia Kaye 
The Pink Rooster, 622 Washington Ave,  
Ocean Springs, 228.875.1218, $90
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OCEAN SPRINGS

To Advertise
In The

Shopping Guide,
Please Contact
Advertising At

(228) 385-7703, Ext. 312
or advertising@ 

m2mediacorp.com

906 Washington Ave • Ocean Springs

228-875-6655

ladies apparel

Be Unique
Be Different

Shop Sorrelli sparkle at

902 Washington Avenue

Ocean Springs, MS

228.818.3333

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

https://www.facebook.com/thebaycollection/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/BlessonsNow/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Ginas-813572621992191/?fref=ts
http://www.smliving.net
http://www.coastalmagpie.com
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Vintage Paint The Requires No Sanding, Priming Or Stripping 
Of Furniture, Cabinets Or Trim, by Maison Blanche 

It’s All Arranged, 7325 Bienville Blvd, Ocean Springs, 
228.215.1867, $12.95 (sample size, assorted sizes and 

colors available)

Hard Bottom Insulated Cooler, Water 
Resistant, Wipes Clean, Reinforced 
Handles With Velcro Closure and  
Zips Closed, by Scout 
The Paper Moon, 892 Tee St, Biloxi, 
228.388.2100, $42

Henley Body Suite, by Zutano 
Riley’s, 452 Courthouse Rd, Ste D, 

Gulfport, $28

Twin Laundry Washer, Washes 2  
Loads At Once, by LG 

Compton & Son, 1249 Pass Rd, Gulfport, 
228.864.4220, Sale $1,598 Plus A Mail-in 

Rebate of $100, Regular $2,448  
(Sale ends July 13th)

Stone And Gold Necklace,  
by Twenty-Nine Eleven 

Blessons, 910 Washington Ave,  
Ocean Springs, 228.215.3115, $80

Lavender Ultra-Moisturising 
Hand Therapy, Linen Mist 

And Scented Drawer Lining 
Paper Gift Set, by Crabtree 

And Evelyn 
Bay Life, 111 Main St,  

Bay St. Louis,  
228.304.0636, $62
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636 Washington Ave

Ocean Springs 

228.872.6118

Jubilee
Boutique

APPAREL
ACCESSORIES • GIFTS
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OCEAN SPRINGS

To Advertise
In The

Shopping Guide,
Please Contact
Advertising At

(228) 385-7703, Ext. 312
or advertising@ 

m2mediacorp.com

We specialize in hard-to-find & allocated wines from around the world.

We’re all about Wine.

Ft. BayouEst. 1979

WINE & SPIRITS

Certified Sommelier 
and Certified Wine 
Specialist on staff

Largest selection & 
lowest pricing.  

Why shop 
anywhere else?

228.875.2509 • 1699 Bienville Blvd • Ocean Springs
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm I All Major Credit Cards Accepted Hrs: 10 am - 5 pm Tuesday - Saturday

Previously Adored 

Home Decor and more...

Ask about 
chalk 
paint 

classes

It’s All ArrAnged
ConsIgnment FurnIture , LLC

228-215-1867    228-327-0556
7325 Bienville Blvd.
Ocean Springs, MS

920 Washington Ave. • Ocean Springs • (228) 875.8065

www.HillyerHouse.com

Pottery • Art Gallery • Creative Glass • Artistic Jewelry

Store Hours:

Mon-Fri 
9:30am-5:30pm 

Sat 9:30am-5pm

Sun 12pm-4pm

https://www.facebook.com/ItsAllArrangedOS/
http://www.hillyerhouse.com
www.smliving.net
https://www.facebook.com/jubileeos/?fref=ts
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Handmade Crab Metal Art 
Twin Light Creations, 136 Main Street, Bay St. Louis, 

228.469.0011, $220 (Smaller sizes available) Thin Flower Vase, by R.C. Voekel Pottery 
On The Menu, 1209 Government St,  

Ocean Springs, 228.875.6979, $190

Bushnell Wedge, by OTBT
Lee Tracy, 1000 Government St, Ste C,  
Ocean Springs, 228.447.4249, $125 
(multiple colors available)

Giant Swan Pool Float 
Love’s Pharmacy & Gifts,  

12345 Vidalia Rd,  
Pass Christian,  

228.255.7800, $34.99

Faith Flare Santana Denim Pants, 
by Articles of Society

Radish Loft, 76 48th St, Ste A, 
Gulfport, 228.284.1668, $74

American Flag  
Wind Chime 

Bellini (located inside 
Beau Rivage), Biloxi, 
228.386.7760, $24



FOR MORE REFLECTIONS OF THE GULF COAST  >>  www.smliving.net July 2016 • SOUTH MISSISSIPPI Living  103

Find something unique for every occasion - even a few things 
you’ll want for yourself at these South Mississippi businesses.SHOPPING GUIDE

OCEAN SPRINGS BILOXI

GET READY
for Summer

AT

NEW Designer Lines
INTRODUCING

Coast’s leader in
Custom Wedding Invitations

• Invitations for all occasions
• Bridal Registry
•  Jewelry & gifts for the home, 

baby, and more!
•  Monogramming available

892 Tee St. • Biloxi, MS 
228.388.2100 

www.papermoononline.com

Tween Fashions by

1209 Government St.
Ocean Springs

(228) 875-6979
onthemenugourmet.com

Featuring 
Vietri 

dinnerware, 
award-winning 

pottery 
from local 

artists, and 
gadgets galore! 

129 Rue Magnolia • Downtown Biloxi
Behind Mary Mahoneys

228.365.8415

II On the Rue

Apparel, Gifts, 
Local Pottery

BILOXIPASCAGOULA

GULFPORT

Store Hrs: M - Fr 10-7, Sat 10-5

1419 27TH AVENUE, SUITE E, GULFPORT, MS 39501
228.822.1480  |  www.backontherackgulfport.com

Therapeutic Massage • Body Treatments
Customized Facials • Green Pedicures

Ashiatsu (Barefoot Massage)
Reflexology - More Than 

Just A Foot Massage! 
Lypossage - Non Surgical 

Body Contouring That Deliver 
Measurable Results!

12100 Hwy 49, Bldg 706,
Norwood Village Gulfport 
228.832.7666 • www.hgtms.com

http://www.onthemenugourmet.com
http://www.papermoononline.com
http://www.hgtms.com
http://www.backontherackgulfport.com
http://www.bridgetblue.net
https://www.facebook.com/The-Radish-Loft-2-on-the-Rue-Biloxi-MS-486897654807769/?fref=ts
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Heavy Duty Patio Set, Will Never Rot, Crack or Peel 
Compton & Son, 1249 Pass Rd, Gulfport, 228.864.4220, 

$2,930 (15 color options)

Flaxseed Pearls 
With 24k Gold 

Accents 
California 

Drawstrings, 
216 Main St, 
Bay St. Louis, 

228.463.2124, 
$98.95

Shark Tail Blanket 
Riley’s, 452 Courthouse Rd, 

Ste D, Gulfport, $34.95

Cast Aluminum Eagle With 
A Bronze Patina Finish, 82” 
Tall x 38” Long x 38” Wide 

Blue Rose Estate Sales,  
442 Main St, Bay St. Louis 
228.231.1396, $1,150

Wooden Doorbell House With 4 Working 
Doorbells, Locks and Keys, 4 Wooden Family 

Figures Included 
Cappy’s Point, 104 Hwy 90, Ste A,  

Bay St. Louis, 228.344.3170, $31.50

“Live Free” T-shirt 
The Paper Moon, 

892 Tee St, Biloxi, 
228.388.2100, 

$18
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GULFPORT

2425 14th Street • Gulfport, MS 39501
228-265-7314

www.GormantheJeweler.com

GORMAN the JEWELER

36 Years Experience
Custom Design, 

On-Site 
Jewelry Repair

and 
So Much 

More

SUSAN SHAW DESIGNS

CHILDREN’S APPAREL • SHOES •  GIFTS • TOYS

(228) 896-6823
452 Courthouse Rd, Suite D • Gulfport, MS • Next to S.F. Alman

YOUR 

ONE STOP SHOP 
WITH EVERYTHING FROM  

BABY TO TWEEN

• APPAREL & ACCESSORIES •

Join our TEXT ALERT GROUP 

and be the irst to know about Sales & New Arrivals. 
Text PANACHE to 51660 & Reply YES. 

9354 Three Rivers Rd, Suite A (Behind Walmart in Gulfport) | Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5
Visit us on Facebook & Instagram: Panache Apparel and Accessories | 228-822-0120

To Advertise
In The

Shopping Guide,
Please Contact
Advertising At

(228) 385-7703, Ext. 312
or advertising@ 

m2mediacorp.com

http://www.gormanthejeweler.com
http://www.smliving.net
http://www.comptonandsonappliance.com
https://www.facebook.com/Panache-Apparel-Accessories-134851396612422/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/rileys.biloxi?fref=ts
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Beige Crocheted Top with 3/4 
Sleeves, Lace Up Detail, Solid 
Binding and Scalloped Hem 
bijoubel (Located inside  
Maggie May’s)
126 Main St, Bay St. Louis, 
601.463.2494, $40

Handwoven Straw Tote With PomPom,  
by MISA Los Angeles 

Grant’s For Her, 110 Rue Magnolia, Biloxi, 
228.818.3233, $118 (Various colors available)

Turquoise Sandals, by 
Pierre Dumas 
Ivy Boutique,  

3821 Promenade Pkwy, 
Ste G, D’Iberville, 
228.354.8499, 

$24.95

25cf Large Capacity 3 Door Refrigerator with French Doors 
and Smart Technology, by LG 

Compton & Son, 1249 Pass Rd, Gulfport, 228.864.4220, 
Sale $1,499, Regular $2,499 (Sale ends July 13th)

“Everykid Towel”, by 
3Marthas 

The Paper Moon, 
892 Tee St, Biloxi, 

228.388.2100, $48 
(Size 27” x 50”)

“Mayly” Super Light Chair,  
Holds Up To 300 lbs. 

Green Canyon Outitters 
108 S. Beach Blvd, Ste H,  

Bay St. Louis, 
228.344.3108, 

$100
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Solid Brass Eagle with Directionals and Copper 
Spacer Balls, The Polished Copper Finish Ages 

Naturally, by Cottage Weathervane 
Bellini (located inside Beau Rivage), Biloxi, 

228.386.7760, $308

29.5” Oyster Shell Lamp 
Parkers, Inc.,  

133 Davis Ave, Suite H,  
Pass Christian, 

228.452.7979, $325 
(Pair available)

Blue Glass Carafe, by Blenko 
Hillyer House, 920 Washington Ave, 
Ocean Springs, 228.875.8065, $58

Set of 4 “Crab” Melamine Plates 
And Matching Napkins 
The Bonner Collection,  

108 S. Beach Blvd, Bay St. Louis, 
228.467.9333, $52.95

Vintage Designed Flower Necklace,  
by Mia Kaye 

The Pink Rooster, 622 Washington Ave,  
Ocean Springs, 228.875.1218, $90

Light And Cool Pullover Tunic 
And Elastic Waist Pants In 

Handkerchief Linen, by Flax 
California Drawstrings,  

216 Main St,  
Bay St. Louis, 

228.463.2124
$129 set      
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Rubber Ducky Bath Bombs, Made in MS, by Musee 
Panache Apparel & Gifts, 9354 Three Rivers Rd, Ste B, 

Gulfport, 228.822.0120, 5 for $25 Contemporary Sterling Necklace 
Features Four Freshwater Cultured 
Pearls Delicately Balanced Atop a 
Beautifully Curved Bar of Pave Set 

White Topaz on an 18” Cable-Chain 
Pav & Broome Diamond Jewelers, 

1912 25th Ave, Gulfport, 
228.863.3699, $160

Barbecue Sauce, Maximizes Flavors 
That Enhance The Natural Essence Of 

All Your Grilled Delights, by J. Lee’s 
Gourmet BBQ Sauce 

Bellini (located inside Beau Rivage), 
Biloxi, 228.386.7760, $8.50

“Jeep Hair Don’t Care” 
Hat, by Judith March 

Ivy Boutique,  
3821 Promenade Pkwy, 

Ste G, D’Iberville, 
228.354.8499, 

$38.95

Solid Swim Trunk, by 
Southern Tide 

Grant’s Menswear,  
110 Rue Magnolia, 

Biloxi, 228.818.3233, 
$79.50 (Sizes S-XXL)

6-Foot Painted Alligator on Barn Wood, by Robert Waldrop 
Coastal Magpie, 918 Washington Ave, Ocean Springs, 228.215.1815, $275


